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I nt roducti on

1. The Forest Resource Assessnents at the global |evel are an i nportant source
of information and reference material not only for policy-nakers, but also for
managers, researchers, consuners of forest products and services, as well as nany
ot hers concerned with forestry, ecol ogy, natural conservati on and soci o- econom ¢
devel opnent .

2. The United Nations Conmmi ssion for Sustainable Devel opment (CSD) and its
I nt ergovernrent al Panel on Forests (I PF) have identified a nunber of infornation
gaps for the international forest policy debate, which international
organi sations are expected to fill. Wth this respect, high expectations have
been raised, in particular, for the FAOs d obal Forest Resources Assessnents,
and for the ECEf FAOwork with regard to the tenperate and boreal forests.

3. The responsibility for the tenperate/boreal part of the d obal Forest
Resource Assessnent 2000 is shared between FAO and the UN ECE the project is
carried out as part of the programme of work of the Joint FAQ ECE Wrking Party
on Forest Econonmics and Statistics. The ECE FAO mandate in this area is "to
collect and publish information on the forest resources of the tenperate and
boreal zones (including devel oped countries outside the ECE region), in the
context of the FAO gl obal forest resource assessnent" (ECE TIM 87).

4. The Expert Consultation held in June 1996 in Finland ("Kotka-111") drew up
a d obal Franework for the Assessnent; the Tenperate and Boreal Forest Resources
Assessment 2000 ( TBFRA-2000) enquiry is constituted to fit this global franework
al t hough wi th consi derably greater detail. The i nteri mfindi ngs of the Assessnent
will bereportedto the Lisbhon Mnisterial Conference onthe Protection of Forest
in Europe, and the final output should be available in 1999.

TBFRA- 2000 scope and contents

5. The TBFRA-2000 scope and coverage has been enriched significantly in
conparison with the earlier assessnments, so that it could neet new information
requi renents. A though the informationrequestedonthe "traditional" parameters,
not abl y those rel evant to wood supply, has been considerably streamined, that
on the non-wood goods and services (NWES), including nature conservation,
bi ol ogi cal diversity, protection and soci o-econoni c functions of the forest, has
been devel oped. More enphasis has been put on infornmati on on changes over tine
in the tenperate/boreal forest resource.

6. The 21st session of the Joint FAQ ECE Wrking Party (May 1997, Ceneva)
reviewed in detail the draft TBFRA-2000 enquiry and advi sed the secretariat on
how it should be inproved and finalised. The Wrking Party noted the high
anbitions of the enquiry to coll ect a conprehensi ve set of data, which woul d neet
hi gher expectations of the international forest coomunity as regards i nformation
on the forest resource. It was noted that such the anbition had generated new
t opi cs, new approaches and new partnershi ps, and new risks as well.

7. The TBFRA-2000 will cover the follow ng range of information:

- Ceneral forest resource data: area of forest and other wooded | and,
changes in area, "natural ness" status (i.e. "undisturbed by nan", "sem -
natural ", "plantation") and the origin of forests and ON, ownershi p and
managenent information, etc;
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- Bi ol ogi cal diversity and protection status: area of forest and other
wooded | and according to | UCN protection categories, forest-occurring
species at risk or endangered, regeneration and extension of forest,
speci es diversity, etc;

- Wod supply and carbon sequestration functions: age-class distribution,
growing stock and woody biomass, annual increnment, fellings and
renoval s, etc;

- Forest condition: damage to forest, including forest fires, forest
condi ti on;

- Protective and soci o-econoni c functions: indigenous and tribal peopl es,
access and use by public, non-wood goods and services (NWES), including
their quantity and val ue, etc.

8. For the nost part, the information to be supplied is quantitative (area,
vol ume, nass. etc.). Sone issues call for qualitative or descriptive infornation:
(bi ol ogi cal diversity, protection status, soci o-econom ¢ functions). The nati onal
correspondents are invited to add conment s and expl anati ons about the i nformation
supplied, for exanpl e regarding the status (official data or estinates), nethods
of adaptation fromorigi nal source data to conformw th FAQ ECE definitions, etc.
It is considered that it would be better to provide an infornmed estinate,
indicated as such, than no data at all. The description of the nethods of
adj ustnent will be published, in full, in supporting docunentation to the TBFRA-
2000, thus inproving the transparency and scientific credibility of the process..

9. The information on forest fire and forest condition, which is already being
collected at the international level fromthe majority of countries covered by
this assessnment, will be presented in close co-operation with the partner bodies
(European Conmi ssion and |CP-Forest). For those countries already supplying
internationally conparabl e data in response to other questionnaires, there will
no need to conpile a new set of data.

10. Criteria and indicators of sustainable forest managerment (SFM, which have
been devel oped by the international processes, notably the Pan-European and
Montreal ones inthe tenperate/boreal regions were takeninto full consideration.
Wiile the political responsibility of reporting remains wth signatory
governnents, it has been agreed that ECE FAO shoul d coll ect as much information
as possible on the quantitative indicators of sustainable forest managenent,
devel oped by t he Pan- European process. The TBFRA- 2000 enqui ry has been desi gned
to cover the requested SFMindicators, notably of the Pan-European process, to
t he extent possible.

11. The TBFRA-2000 enquiry includes 25 tables, guidelines for national

correspondents, and the list of terns and definitions enployed in the
assessnent. Al though the secretariat takes the final responsibility for its form
and content, it is the result of a wde-ranging and detailed process of

consul tation, notably but not exclusively through the team of specialists.
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Met hods of work

12. A detailed enquiry addressed to national correspondents will be the main
i nstrunent of data collection. The enquiry was drawn up on the basis of the ToS
recomrendations, the "Kotka-II" and "Kotka-lll" proposals, series of
consul tations with experts on specific thematic areas, the consul tancy work, etc.
The enquiry was el aborated so that it woul d address inportant, policy relevant
i ssues, covering the key functions of the forest, in a pragmatic and realistic
way.

13. At the sane tine the enquiry nmakes it possible to maintain a high standard
of scientific rigour and transparency w t hout placi ng an excessi ve burden on the
national services responsible for providing the data. The conmon set of terns
and definitions, to be applied in the Gobal, as well as in the Tenperate and
Bor eal Forest Resources Assessnent 2000, will ensure the conparability of results
for different parts of the world.

14. The national correspondents have been requested to provide objective
information by which it would be possible to evaluate the reliability and
conparability of the i nformation i n TBFRA-2000. The origi nal source i nformation,
including results of the national forest inventories or other original source
data publications will be collected in the course of the assessment.

15. To a great extent the success of the TBFRA-2000 depends on national forest
inventory activities and abilities of national correspondents to provide
conpr ehensi ve, consistent and reliable replies to the questionnaire. Mich of the
information called for in the TBFRA-2000 enquiry will be derived from data
collected in the national forest inventories. At present, the network of country
correspondents is considered to be the main driving force of the assessnment and
the mai n source of information.

16. The ngjority of 57 tenperate/boreal industrialisedcountries involvedinthe
project have relatively strong forest inventory institutions and are in a
position to supply sufficient infornation on their national forest resources.
The challenge of the TBFRA-2000 is to collect and to make this information
conpar abl e. Special efforts will have to be made by sone countries in transition
(CATs) to respond to the enquiry requirenents, and a real support from the
secretariat and partners of the project will be necessary in this particul ar
area.

Status of the TBFRA-2000 preparation and inplenentation

17. The preparations for the TBFRA-2000 may be considered to be on schedul e: the
enquiry formis finalised and nany partnerships are in place.

18. The review draft enquiry was tested by a few countries (Finland, Hungary,
Russi an Federation, Sweden and the United States), and commented by quite a
nunber of experts, including nmenbers of the team of specialists. As a part of
the w despread consultation, it was also sent for comrents to all national
correspondents of participating countries and appropriate international
or gani sat i ons.
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19. The discussion of the enquiry, reviewing its contents and substance was the
main itemon the agenda of the meeting in Birnensdorf (March 1997) of the Team
of Specialists. Special attention has been paid to consultations with the FAQ
Rone. The mandate and the proposed scope of the FRA-2000 were presented to FAO
Committee on Forestry (GOFO in March. The Joi nt ECE FAO Wrki ng Party on Forest
Economi cs and Statistics reviewed the enquiry in detail in May 1997 and advi sed
on its inplenentation.

20. The comments and remarks received from countries, organisations and
i ndi vidual experts were taken into full consideration in the final version of
the enquiry. By the time of witing this note the TBFRA-2000 i s prepared for the
circulation to national correspondents in sumrer 1997.

21. Two inportant briefing meetings with TBFRA-2000 national correspondents are
pl anned. They will be organi sed soon after the enquiry is circulated. One will
focus on countries in transition (Gmunden, at the invitation of the Government
of Austria, 1-4 Cctober 1997), and one is for all national correspondents
(CGeneva, 17-19 Novenber 1997), i.e. shortly after the Commttee's session. The
latter ad hoc nmeeting is ainmed to brief correspondents on the inplenentation of
t he assessnent and i nterpretation of the enquiry and revi ew probl ems encount er ed.
Both meetings should help to inprove conparability in interpretation of terns
and definitions, and address problens arising in a cooperative and transparent
manner .

22. The efforts are being made by the secretariat to obtain extra-budgetary
funds to ensure adequate quality of the TBFRA-2000.

23. At all stages of the preparation and inpl ementation of the Assessnent, the
work is being carried out in close cooperation with the FAO Forestry Depart nent
and ot her organi sations (bodi es) activeinthis area (EC EU EEA EURCSTAT, WM,
UNEP, UGNV WW, CBD secretariat, EFI, national institutions, etc). The
secretariat also keeps in nind that national and international organizations
engaged i n TBFRA-2000 shoul d cl osely coordinate their activities and cooperate
with each other to avoid any duplication and keep to the m ni numthe burden on
national correspondents and institutions.

24. The technical briefing on TBFRA-2000 for the Tinber Commttee's del egates
is planned during its 55th session.

| ssues for the Conmrmittee's attention:

1. Covernnents have repeatedly confirmed the priority they attach to
obtaining better information on the forest resource, at a wde variety
of fora, including COFO and the | PF. Furthernore, as partnerships are
bei ng built, the resources avail abl e can be concentrated in one effort,
t he Forest Resource Assessnent 2000, of which TBFRA 2000 i s an integral
part, rather than being scattered over a variety of uncoordinated
proj ects. Thus the pan- European process is relying on TBFRA for nost of
the quantitative indicators of sustainable forest managenent to be
presented to the Lisbon conference in June 1998. Preparations for TBFRA
2000 rmay be considered to be on schedul e, and many partnerships are in
pl ace.
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However, to achieve results which would meet the justified high
expectations of nenber countries and the forest community as a whol e,
two conditions nmust be met:

- countries, through their national correspondents nust supply data,
of high quality, in the format requested, by the deadline (31
January 1998); and

- the secretariat nust have sufficient resources to validate and
anal yze the data and present the results in a best possible way (by
June 1998, interim and by Year 2000, final).

To achieve the first objective, sufficient priority nust be attached at
the national Ilevel to preparing satisfactory replies to the
questionnaire. In particular:

- national correspondents, and their staff, nust allot sufficient tine
and priority to preparing the reply, by the agreed deadli ne;

- they must have the authority and political support, if necessary, to
approach ot her agencies (notably environnental agencies), in order
to bring together the wi de range of infornation necessary for TBFRA
2000;

- they shoul d have the necessary resources to acconplish their task,
including travel funds to attend the correspondents' meeting in
Novenber 1997.

Wth regard to secretariat resources, there is concern that the quality
of the final output will be constrained by the resources available. In
addition to its continuing close cooperation with the FAO Forestry
Departrent, and the new partnerships being established, the GCeneva
secretariat has been actively seeking contributions of funds or in kind
(notably |l oan of experts). Some contributions have been received or
prom sed, but there is still scope for significant inprovenent.

The Conmittee may therefore wish to

- urge countries to provide sufficient naterial and political support
to their national TBFRA 2000 correspondents to enable them to
provide the information requested,

- urge countries to consider whether they are in a position to
contribute resources to help the secretariat in its task of
val i dating and anal ysing the replies received.



