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1. Background 
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1. Background
• addressed to 38 

MCPFE countries
• 23 participated
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1. Background: Database
• Database and National Reports available

on Website: 
http://www.unece.org/trade/timber/fra/PFO.htm
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2. Main results
OverallOverall OwnershipOwnership Distribution (a)Distribution (a)
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Europe
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2. Main results
OverallOverall OwnershipOwnership DistributionDistribution

…… large large differencedifference atat the country the country levellevel (b)(b)
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2. Main results
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(11 countries: (11 countries: BelgiumBelgium, , BulgariaBulgaria, , CzechCzech RepublicRepublic, , FinlandFinland, , 
France, France, HungaryHungary, , PolandPoland, Romania, , Romania, SlovakiaSlovakia, UK, , UK, NorwayNorway))
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3. Issues & Trends

• Changing ownership structure:
- Restitution/privatization

….ongoing in Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, Serbia

- Afforestation of agricultural land
- Division of holdings because of inheritance

�Increasing number of private forest owners
�Land fragmentation
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3. Issues & Trends

• Changing ownership structure

Share (%) of holdings < 6ha in total area of private holdings

73

41
33 32 29

24
19

9 6 5 1 1 0 0
0.0

20.0

40.0

60.0

80.0

100.0

Pol
an

d 
 

Slo
ve

ni
a  

Cze
ch

 R
ep

ub
lic

  
Net

her
lan

ds
  

Belg
iu

m
  

Fra
nce

  
Lat

via
  

Aus
tri

a 
 

Uni
te

d K
in

gdo
m

  
Hun

gar
y  

Nor
way

Slo
va

kia
  

Bul
gar

ia
Rom

an
ia

Restitution/privatization: often towards smallholding



Joint FAO/UNECE 

Working Party on Forest 

Economics and 

Statistics

30th Session

2-3 April 2008

3. Issues & Trends

• Owner Profiles & Interests
– Increasing share of urban forest owners
– Occupational field: often outside traditional 

agriculture/forestry
– Diverse ownership objectives

Objectives of individual owners (%)
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3. Issues & Trends
• Utilization rate

Utlisation percentage according to ownership category (%)
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....except in Bulgaria, France, Finland



Joint FAO/UNECE 

Working Party on Forest 

Economics and 

Statistics

30th Session

2-3 April 2008

3. Issues & Trends
• Organization & Association 

- Large differences in share of organized
owners

- High share of organized owners:  Austria, 
France, Finland, Netherlands, Norway, 
Sweden, Switzerland

- Only few countries with low levels of 
organizations

• Training
- Large differences in attendance of courses
- High in countries with high levels of 

organization of private forest owners
(Finland, France, Austria, Sweden, Norway)
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3. Issues & Trends
Policy

MCPFE Warsaw Resolution 1 
„Forests, Wood and Energy“: 

Signatory States shall
„..identify and remove unintented barriers to 
an increase of sustainable wood production
and mobilisation in forests of all types of 
ownership...
„encourage capacity building of forest
owners and their cooperatives and facilitate
their cooperation and information
exchange..“
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4. Follow-up & possible
future activities

• Comments on draft discussion paper?
Please contact until 10 May 2008: 
franziska.hirsch@unece.org, 
Tel.: +41 22 917 24 80

• Your suggestions?
• Complement PFO database with

additional country reports
• Update dataset
• Continue collaboration with FAO forest

tenure work in different regions


