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1. The domai n of asylum seekers, traditionally of interest to nationa
refugee status determ nation authorities and a handful of human rights

| awyers and refugee advocates, has recently caught the attention of

popul ation statisticians and mgration scholars. No doubt, one of the main
reasons for this is the fact that, since the early 1990s, asylum mi gration
has played a prominent role in European imrgration. One of the npst

tangi ble reflections of this growing interest has been the request fromthe
United Nations Statistical Division to the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) for assistance in drawi ng up refugee and asylum
statistics guidelines for national statistical offices within the framework
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of international migration statistics. The recently published Revised UN
Recommendati ons on International Mgration Statistics devote, for the first
time, explicit attention to refugees and asylum seekers. The pull factor
“seeking asylunf, or the push factor “fl eeing persecution/war”, has been
finally recognized by the population and migration community as one of the
key determ nants of gl obal migratory novenents.

2. One area in which sone denographers have taken a vivid interest is the
way basic asylum application and decision statistics are tabul ated by
Governments. Sone recent studies have argued that the current practice of
tabul ati ng asylum statistics is not “statistically correct”. This debate
focuses nostly on the calculation of the “recognition rate”, the main

i ndi cator of the nunmber of asylum seekers recogni zed as refugees. Rather

t han expressing positive decisions in the number of decisions nade during the
sanme cal endar nonth or year (period-based or transversal approach), they
argue that positive decisions should be expressed in the “original” nunber of
applications | odged, i.e. irrespective of the year in which the application
was nmade (cohort-based or |ongitudi nal approach).

3. This paper exam nes the current practice of cal culating recognition
rates across Europe and anal yses the advantages and drawbacks of the various
met hods. The paper concl udes that, although the cohort-based recognition
rate may be the “statistically correct” neasure to apply, lack of data and
the sl owness of the asylum procedures nmake that a cohort-based analysis is of
little practical use across Europe. Cohort analysis may yield sone

i nteresting national case studies, but a period-based approach, providing
instant and internationally conparable results, are of much greater interest
to policy makers, the main users of these data.



