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Introduction 
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The central aim of this article is to examine the 
offshore regime in Tunisia :  
  -  its contribution : turnover, wages, job creation, 
import, export  
- and compare its productivity ,profitability and 
survival with onshore firms 
 

TSBR Douane database 



Plan 

Part 1 : Management of TSBR 
  Principal sources : administrative and surveys 
  Douane File : Match with SBR and uses 
  Contents : units and variables 
 
Part 2 : Study of performance of offshore regime 
  descriptive statistics 
  Premium comparaison 
  Survival comparaison 
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Principal sources  
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Source  Principal 
variables  

Frequency  Coverage  Enterprise 
Identifier  

Classifications  

DGI 
(legal unit, 
local unit)  

Identification, 
activities, 

turnover, benefits  

quarterly  700 thousand  Fiscal code  Fiscal classifications 
: address, activity, 

legal form  

CNSS 
 

(Employer 
,independant 
and salaries)  

Identification, 
activity, salaried 

employee , wages  

quarterly  160 thousand 
  

Employer code  CNSS classifications : 
activity, address  

Identification  quarterly  450 thousand   Independant 
code  

proffession  

Identification  quarterly  1100 thousand   Salarie code-
employer code 

Douane 
  

Identification, 
products, 

country, values 
and weights  

annual     8000 exporter 
 

15000 importer 

Fiscal code  NSH product 
classification  

Economic 
surveys 

Address, activity, 
Activity status   

Annual, 
quinquennial 

Samples SBR identifier Statistical 
classifications 



Douane file : match with  SBR and uses 
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• Match : 
 
 
 
 
 

• Uses : 
    - Check and improve activity codification 
    - Enrich signals of activity  
    - Check and improve turnover registered in fiscal source 
    -  Add import and export values and weights variables in 

SBR 
 

 

 
Before 2010  2010 and after  

absence of common 
identifier (match by names, 
address, activity, …) 

fiscal code 
 as common identifier 



Contents  
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Legal units 

Unit identifiers : 
Statistical, fiscal, 

social, … 

Localization, 
activities, 

nationality, 
regime,…  

Demographic 
dates 

Employees, 
turnover, 

export, import,  

Local units 

Identification, 
localization, 

activity… 

Size estimated 

Employees 

Employee 
identification 
and address 

Quarter Wage 

Employer 
identification 



Part 2: Study of performance of 
offshore regime 

 

 

- Descriptive statistics 

- Econometric specifications and results 
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Share of offshore firms, by sector 
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  %Enterprises %Employees 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing 3 6 

Mining and quarrying 5 2 

Manufacture of foodproducts, beverages and tobaccoproducts 3 6 

Manufacture of textiles, clothing, leather and footwear 25 81 

Manufacture of wood and paperproducts, and printing 6 9 

Manufacture of computer, electronic,  electricalequipment, machinery  

and opticalproducts 36 75 

Manufacture of transport equipment 38 88 

otherindustry 3 11 

Wholesale and retailtrade, repair of motorvehicles and motorcycles 1 2 

Information and communication 8 20 

Professional, scientific, technical, 14 14 

Administration and support service activities 6 15 

Otheractivity 0 1 

Total 3 21 



Share of offshore firms by size 
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Figure : Average share of offshore firms (% total number and % employment) 
by size, 2002-2014 
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Share of offshore firms 
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Figure  :  Share of offshore firms in total exports, turnover and benefits 
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Net job creation by regime 
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Premium econometric specification 

Trade premium is percentage differences in firm 
characteristics between exporting and 
nonexporting companies  
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• Xit  can be average wage per worker, net job creation, turnover per 
worker or profits per worker.  

• Sit  : is a trade status (offshore exporter and importer or offshore exporter 
and non-importer).  

• Vit  :size , age  and activity 

• Uit  : year 



Premium results 
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Survival Analysis specification 

• we propose to investigate whether financial 
incentives offered to offshore firms influence 
their survival. 
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Survival results 
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ASSESSING THE PERFORMANCE  
OF THE OFFSHORE REGIME  
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http://erf.org.eg/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/1118.pdf 
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Hassen.arouri@ins.tn 
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