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1. Important Steps in the Debate on 
Measurement of Quality of Life 

 OECD World Forums on Statistics, Knowledge and Policy since 2004 
 
 Istanbul Declaration - OECD World Forum “Measuring and Fostering 

the Progress of Societies” (2007) 
 
 EU Commission Communication „GDP and Beyond“ (2009) 
 
 UNECE, Handbook: „Measuring Sustainable Development” (2009) 
 
 2009: Report by the Stiglitz Commission  on the Measurement of 

Economic Performance and Social Progress 
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Istanbul declaration: 
Measuring the progess of society – OECD World Forum on Statistics, 
Knolewdge and Policy, 2007 
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 “A culture of evidence-based decision making has to be promoted at all levels, 
to increase the welfare of societies” 
 

 “We encourage governments to invest resources to develop reliable data and 
indicators according to the “Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics” 
adopted by the United Nations in 1994” 
 

 “We encourage communities to consider for themselves what “progress” means 
in the 21st century”  
 

 “We need to stimulate international debate, based on solid statistical data and 
indicators, on both global issues of societal progress and comparisons of such 
progress” 
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2. Quality of Life Measurement  
Implementation in NSOs 
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NSOs Implementation – Quality of Life 
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Some Initiatives: Structure 
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Eurostat  

„Qaulity of Life“ 

ONS (UK) 

„Measures of National 
Well-Being“ 

ISTAT/CNEL 

„Benesere Equo e 
Sostenibile“ 

Statistik Austria 

„Wie geht´s Österreich?“ 

Thematic Dimensions 9 Dimensionen 10 Dimensionen 12 Dimensionen 3 Dimensionen/20 
Subdimensions 

Public  Consultation No Yes Yes No 

Composite Indicators 
or Aggregation  

No No No No 

Predefinition of 
Objectives 

Dashboard Dashboard Dashboard Scoreboard 

Head versus standard 
indicators? 

Yes No No Yes 

Nr. of  Indicators 92 41 130 52 Online 

BIP + 30 

Subjektive Indicators, 
how many? 

Yes (38) Yes (18) Yes (23) Yes (5) 

Distribution al 
Aspects/ 

Indicators  

(some examples) 

At-risk-of-poverty-rate 

Income Quintil Share 
Ratio S80/S20 

At-risk-of-poverty-rate At-risk-of-poverty-rate 

Income Quintil Share Ratio 
S80/S20 

  

At-risk-of-poverty-rate 

Income Quintil Share Ratio 
S80/S20 

Gender-Pay-Gap 
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Quality of Life Measurement- Similarities 
 
 Multidimensional Approach 
  (Economy, Social Progress, Sustainability)  
 
 No Single Composite Indicator Provided by National             
Statistical Offices. Complement and not Substitute GDP 
 
International Comparability of Different Initiatives still 
Difficult 
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Similarities: Most frequently used Indicators 
Thematic Dimensions Most frequently used Indicators 

(at least by  3 Initiatives) 
Material Well-being  Real Household Income per head 

 At-risk of poverty rate 
 Income Quintil share ratio S80/S20 

Work  Unemployment rate 
 Percentage who were satisfied with their job 

Health  Life expectancy at birth 
 Percentage who were satisfied with their health 

Education     
Living Environment   
Security   Percentage who felt very or fairy safe when walking alone after dark 

Social Inclusion  Percentage who were satisfied with their social life 
 Percentage who volunteered in the last 12 months 

Subjektive Perception of Quality of Life  Percentage with medium/high rating of satisfaction with their lifes 
overall 

 Percentage who rated their happiness as medium/heigh und 
Percentage who rated their how anxious they were as low/very low 

 Percentage who were satisfied with their use of leisure time 
Political Participation  Percentage of those who have trust in Institutions (Justice, Police, 

Political Parties, National Government  and local Institutions) 
Environment  Air Pollutants (PM-10 Emissions, CO2)  

 Percentage of Energy from Renewable Sources 
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National Particularities 
 
 
Italy 
 „Paesaggio e Patrimonio culturale“ (landscape and cultural heritage) 

- 12 Indicators 
 Research and Development - 7 Indicators 

Austria 
 Distributional Aspects - 3 Indicators 
 Monetary Environment Data - 3 Indicators 

Swiss 
 Mobility - 2 Indicators 

Australia 
 Oceans and Inland Waters- 6 Indicators and several Reports 
 Waste - 3 Indicators 
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3. Germany  
Some Proposals 
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Sustainable Development Indicators in Germany, since 2006 
 
 

Federal Statistical Office, Sustainable Development in Germany, Indicator Report 2014 
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German Council of Economic Experts and Frech Conseil 
d‘Analyse Économique 
 

Source: Joint Repot GCEE and CAE, December 2010  
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Study Commission of the German Parliament on Growth, Well-
being and Quality of Life 
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Actionplan of the Federal Government 
„Gut Leben in Deutschland“  

Dialogue – April to November 2015: 
 202 Workshops (with eventual Participation of the Chancellor and all 

Cabinet ministers) 
 2.522 online Comments 

Analysis – December 2015 
Results – Sommer 2016 
 Report 
 Indicators of Quality of Life 
 Action Plan 
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4. Conclusions 

 Dissatisfaction with Economic Growth leaded politics 

 WHAT should we measure?: Current understanding of 

Progress and Quality of life in 21st century 

 HOW should we define the process?:Legitimation 

 At Which level should we conduct this discussion? and 

How to integrate different levels? 

 Evidence-based decision taking. Democratic Process.  
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Thank You! 

 
 
 
Susana Garcia Diez 
susana.garcia-diez@destatis.de 
www.destatis.de 
 


