INF.1
14 January 2008
ENGLISH ONLY

UN STATISTICAL COMMISSION and STATISTICAL OFFICE OF THE
ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (EUROSTAT)

CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN STATISTICIANS

UNECE-Eurostat Meeting on Population and Housing Cesuses

(13-15 May 2008, Geneva, Switzerland)

UNECE Workshop on Communication and Dissemination bCensus Results
(16 May 2008, Geneva, Switzerland)

INFORMATION NOTICE No.1

l. INTRODUCTION

1. The UNECE and Eurostat are organising a Joint Mgein Population and Housing Censused 3-
15 May 2008. The meeting will be held in Room \Rglais des Nations, Avenue de la Paix 8, Geneva.
Information on the purpose and agenda of the Mgésigiven in sections Il and 11l below.

2. The Meeting will be followed by a one-day WorkstmpCommunication and Dissemination of
Census Resultsn 16 May 2008. Also the workshop will be heldRaom VII, Palais des Nations. More
information on this workshop is given in sectionbglow.

3. Participants attending the Meeting on Censusesaoagider attending also the Workshop on
Developing Data Dissemination Systearganised by UNECE before the Meeting, on 12 M2@&(please
refer tohttp://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2008.05.digsimn3.htmfor more information). This
workshop is organized mainly for experts attendimgUNECE Work Session on Statistical Disseminasiod
Communication, also organised by UNECE in Geneva3t5 May 2008 (in parallel to the Meeting on
Censuses). Please note that this workshop igpectfically related to census issuddowever, some of the
experts planning to attend the Meeting on Censusgsbe interested in also attending this workshop.

4, To summarize, in the week 12-16 May 2008, the UNEC&ganizing the following meetings:

- 12 May: Workshop on Developing Data Disseminatgyistems_(optional for census experts

- 13-15 May: Meeting on Population and Housing Censes (recommended for census experts)

- 13-15 May: Work Session on Statistical Dissemaraaind Communication (not targeted to census és)per
- 16 May: Workshop on Communication and Disseminatiorof Census Results (recommended for census
experts).

5. Participants are encouraged to arrange their tevehat they can benefit from attending more than
one of these events.

I PURPOSE OF THE MEETING
3. The main purpose of the meeting is to facilitheeexchange of experiences among countries and

increase knowledge on various issues related tsusequality assurance and evaluation, data editidg
validation, and issues associated to difficult-teasure census topics. This will result in incrdassacity by



countries to plan and conduct the population angimg censuses of the 2010 round in compliance tivéh
“CES Recommendations for the 2010 Censuses of Riuland Housing”.

6. The target audience of the meeting includes masagyet experts in national and international
statistical offices responsible for census plan@ing management.

I AGENDA OF THE MEETING
7. The programme of the meeting will consist of thikof@ing substantive topics:

0] Census quality assurance and evaluation
(i) Data editing and validation
(iii) Difficult-to-measure topics

8. Detailed explanatory notes on the topics (i) 3 éiie provided below.
Census quality assurance and evaluation

9. In this session, countries are expected to exchdmggeexperiences with regard to strategies foisae
quality assurance and census evaluation. Censlisyquust be managed throughout the entire census
programme. An appropriate strategy for qualityueessce should be developed in advance, and attetatio
quality should be paid during design, implementatiad assessment of census operations.

10. Although the evaluation of census results has aviben an essential component of the census
operation, the wider use of new ways of censusitpkas increased the importance of coverage ariifyqua
evaluation. There is the need for discussion anexahange of information between countries tordates
best practices in evaluating the quality and cayeffar all types of censuses, including 'traditibc@nsuses
and registered-based censuses.

Data editing and validation

11. To obtain accurate census results, data must bedsemuch as possible, from errors and
inconsistencies, especially after the data proogsgage. However, census data are never perfdchay
suffer, at different extents, from various sourckdata errors or omissions. The procedures dpeeldor
identifying errors and omissions and correctingitssplay a key role in determining the qualitytioé final
census data. Countries are expected to shanésisdssion their experiences in the developmetiieof
procedures for census data editing and validation.

Difficult-to-measure topics

12. The CES Recommendation for the 2010 Censuses afi@mm and Housing provide countries with
guidance on the planning of the next populatiorsasnand present the selection of topics to bedenres,
together with recommendations on definitions ardsifications, etc. The CES Recommendations also
discuss some of the problems that could be facembbytries in collecting data on specific topi€soblems
could be due to various reasons, including forainsg¢ the nature of the topics, the type of datecodn
method adopted, or the characteristics of the ssufor instance when registers or existing sureegsised.

13. In this session, countries are expected to digtesproblems associated with selected difficult-to-
measure topics. Attention will be paid also totibygics that are difficult to measure for countrising

registers, also taking into account the resulthefExpert Group Meeting held in Astana on 7-8 RO@7
(http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2007.06.cehbtrg). The discussion in this session may also include
problems associated with the coverage of speatimifation groups that are traditionally difficudt t

enumerate, like illegal immigrants, homeless, etc.




\A ONE-DAY WORKSHOP ON COMMUNICATION AND DISSEMI NATION OF CENSUS
RESULTS — 16 MAY 2008

14. The UNECE-Eurostat Meeting on Population and Hau&lensuses will be followed by a one-day
Workshop on Communication and Dissemination of @stigesult®n Friday 16 May 2008. This workshop is
being held jointly with participants in the UNECEOWK Session on Statistical Dissemination and
Communication, who are also meeting in Geneva eh5LBlay (in parallel to the Meeting on Censuses).

15. The programme of the workshop is expected to irellidcussion on: communicating quality;
disseminating census microdata; dynamic dissenoimati census results; communication methods; and
working with the media. The working languages & Workshop are English, French and Russian.
English/French/Russian interpretation will be aafalié at the meeting.

16. An information notice for the workshop is availabie the UNECE website at the following address:
http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2008.05.digs@inn2.htm Participants who wish to contribute a
paper for presentation at this workshop shouldesgtheir interest in accordance with the instonstin the
information notice. The agenda and documents f@mtbrkshop will be made available on the websitavab

17. Participants can register for the workshop by catipd) the registration form sent with this notice.

V. PARTICIPATION AND ACCREDITATION FOR THE MEETIN G

18. Representatives of all Member States of the Unitations, and interested intergovernmental
organizations, are welcome to participate in theting. All delegates must be accredited by thepmetant
authority of their country or international orgaation. All delegates attending the meeting areested to
have a valid passport and, if required, a visaplisptions for visas must be made as soon as pedsilthe
Embassy of the Switzerland in the country in whiled delegates reside, with a reference to the UNECE
Eurostat Meeting on Population and Housing Censuemcessary, the UNECE secretariat can pro&ide
letter to facilitate obtaining a visa. This canrbguested from the UNECE secretariat (fax: ++49220040
or e-mail:mijidgombo.oyunjargal@unece.qgrg

19. Delegates should complete the registration fornhséh this notice and return it to the UNECE
Secretariat (e-mail tmijidgombo.oyunjargal@unece.grgy 29 February 2008 hose intending to submit a
paper should take note of the deadlines and regeines under Section VII below.

20. In order to enter the Palais des Nations wherenbeting is being held, all participants need ta@iobt
a security pass (ID badge). For this purpose spl@aesent yourself with your passport at the UbLiBSiy
Identification Office at Pregny Gate of the Paldés Nations (Avenue de la Paix 14, Buses 8 an&tb,
Appia), by 8:30 a.m. at the latest on Tuesday, By BD08. The Security Identification Office is ogdonday
to Friday from 8.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. (non-stop)ept official UN holiday. For identification anéaurity
reasons, delegates are requested to wear theiitgdiadges at all times while inside the Palais Nations.

21. Maps of Geneva, list of hotels and informationVisitors to the Palais des Nations are availabléhen
following website: http://www.unece.org/stats/genevhtm. Please see map of the Pregny Gate oibde a
website: Geneva’, ‘Plan of the UN building’).

VI. ACCOMMODATION

22. Delegates are requested to make their own accontiopngarangements. Information about
accommodation options in Geneva can be fourndtpt//www.geneva-tourism.ch




VIl.  DOCUMENTATION, METHODS OF WORK AND OFFICIAL LANGUAGES OF THE
MEETING

23. The working languages of the meeting are Englisbnéh and Russian. English/French/Russian
interpretation will be available at the meeting.

24, For each substantive item on the agenda, the Caxgganivill invite a limited number of speakers to
write and present anvited paper. All other participants are welcome to subméu@porting paper for any
topic on the agenda. The supporting papers witisgibuted to the delegates via the Meeting’s siteb
They will not be presented but only summarized isgussants.

25. Both invited and supporting papers can be submitt&thglish, French or Russian. Invited papers$ wil
be translatednd therefore they will be available in Englisherich and Russian, provided that they will be
submitted to UNECHBy 18 February 2008 Supporting papensill not be translated and will be available
only in the language in which they are submittédsupporting papers will be submitted in FrenchRussian,
the authors are invited, if possible, to also sulenghort abstract (maximum one page) in English.

26. Invited and supporting papers will be made avadabi the website of the UNECE secretariat at the
following location:http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2008.05.cenhsus

27.  The following deadlines and requirements apply:

« Interested national statistical offices and othmregnment bodies should inform the UNECE
secretariat of their intention to contribute a senpipg paper (indicating the topic) by sending amail
message tpaolo.valente@unece.ofgy 29 February 2008 The message should include a short
abstract, (maximum one page) of the paper, possildnglish.

* The full versions of paperapt exceeding 8 pages in length (including tables, references, annexes,
etc.), should be sent to the UNECE secretariat by theWing deadlines:

0 Invited papers should be submitteg 18 February 2008at the latest;
0 Supporting papers should be submitbgdL1 April 2008 at the latest;

« Papers should be submitted in MS Word format ededtelly to Mr. Paolo Valente

(paolo.valente@unece.grg

28. Delegates are encouraged to download the papenstifre website and bring their own copies to the
meeting. Documents posted on the website beferendeting will not be distributed in the conferenmem.

VIlI. FURTHER INFORMATION
29. For further information, please contact the follogviorganizers:

UNECE: Mr. Paolo Valente
Statistical Division, UN Economic Commission forrBpe
Palais des Nations
1211-GENEVA 10, Switzerland
Tel.: +41 22 917 3306
Fax: +41 22 917 0040
e-mail: paolo.valente@unece.org

Ms. Oyuna Oyunargal

Statistical Division, UN Economic Commission forrBpe
Palais des Nations

1211-GENEVA 10, Switzerland

Tel.: +41 22 917 74147

Fax: +41 22 917 0040
e-mail:mijidgombo.oyunjargal@unece.org




