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Basis for the review

• General review of the current website content 
http://www.unece.org/env/indicators.html

• Detailed review of files 
on:

A. Air pollution and 
ozone depletion
D. Biodiversity 
G. Energy 
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General comments

• Different use of “indicator” concept from a single indicator to a set of 
indicators under a common title. Example:

• A-2: Ambient air quality in urban areas:
• The number or percentage of days during a year when air pollution levels exceed the 

established limit values in urban areas with regular observations of air quality;

• Percentage of urban population in a country exposed to air pollution above the established 
limit values;

• Absolute values of concentration of pollutants in the air.

• G-2: Total primary energy supply

• Names of indicators not precise e.g. “D5: Trends in the number and distribution 
of selected species”

• No introduction to the guidelines as a whole on the webpage

• Repetitions of content between some description and glossary files

• Not very attractive presentation on the website

• Information stored in separate files is difficult to maintain and reuse
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Description file
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Description file

• Unified structure, but…

• Content of existing sections is not presented consistently:
• Definitions, units, calculation formula, possible disaggregation levels
• Overlap between “Data collection and calculation”, “Internationally agreed 

methodologies and standards” and “Data sources and reporting” 
• No clear section on recommended frequency of producing the indicators

• Layout could be more attractive and accessible

• Overall text could be more concise, precise and updated for new 
developments (especially regarding international agreements and 
targets)

• References to SDGs and FDES could be added where possible
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Glossary file

• Inconsistent level of 
details and type of 
content

• Abbreviations are 
mostly already spelled 
out in the description 
file

• Necessary glossary 
could be part of the 
description files
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Possible improvements

1. Review the content of the description files.

2. Rearrange and clean up the content of description files to resolve 
identified issues within the existing structures.

3. Add references to FDES and SDG indicators.

4. Reduce and align the glossaries and incorporate them into the 
descriptions.

5. Review grouping of indicators under single codes and under 
categories.

6. Create a “database” of the guidelines/metadata and a more 
interactive presentation.

Question: What is important from the user’s perspective?

STAT IST ICS

UNECE Statistical Division

Thank you for your attention!


