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Main policy users of SEEA in the 
European Commission 

• Directorate General Environment 

• European Environmental Agency 

• DG Climate Change 

• DG Growth 

 

Also interest by  

DG Economy and Finance, DG Employment, DG 
Trade 

 



Europe 2020 

EU's growth strategy for the decade 2010-

2020 

Smart, sustainable and inclusive economy 

Eurostat indicators to monitor progress 

 

 

 

 



7 flagship initiatives 
New engines to boost growth and jobs 

• Smart growth  

• Digital agenda for Europe  

• Innovation Union  

• Youth on the move  

• Sustainable growth  

• Resource efficient Europe  

• An industrial policy for the globalisation era  

• Inclusive growth  

• An agenda for new skills and jobs  

• European platform against poverty  

 



A resource-efficient Europe 

http://ec.europa.eu/resource-efficient-europe/ 



Monitoring 'A resource efficient Europe': 
Resource efficiency scoreboard 

• Published and maintained by Eurostat 

• Structure: 

1. Lead indicator : resource productivity 

2. Dashboard indicators – complement the lead 
indicator 
Focus on 4 areas: materials, water, carbon and land 

3. Thematic indicators to show progress in a range 
of key areas 
Transforming the economy 

Nature and ecosystems 

Key areas (energy, food, buildings, transport) 

 



 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/europe-2020-indicators/resource-efficient-europe 



Lead indicator: resource productivity 
indicator  

𝑅𝑒𝑠𝑜𝑢𝑟𝑐𝑒 𝑝𝑟𝑜𝑑𝑢𝑐𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑡𝑦 =
𝐺𝐷𝑃

𝐷𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑖𝑐 𝑚𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑟𝑖𝑎𝑙 𝑐𝑜𝑛𝑠𝑢𝑚𝑝𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛
 



Improvements & extensions 

(Push and pull with policymakers) 

• Early estimates after 6 months 

• Raw material equivalents 

• RMC instead of DMC 

• Material footprints 



Raw Material Consumption (RMC) 

• Expresses imports&exports 
not at the weight of goods 
crossing the border but the 
weight of natural resources 
extracted 

• Requires models 

• Requires conventional 
decisions concerning 
exporter and importer 
country 



Differences more relevant for imports & exports 
than for DMC vs. RMC 

 



Conclusions 

• Resource productivity important policy topic in EU 

• SEEA data being used for lead indicator 'resource 

productivity' 

• Push & pull with policymakers drove 

improvements in timeliness and methodology 

• Some work still ahead of us 

• All in all, a very successful experience 



•Thank you! 
 


