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Headline indicator: change in status of
threatened and/or protected species
Indicator 1: Red List Index for European species
• Key policy question: Has the risk of extinction for
European birds changed?
• Key message: To date, the Red List Index has been
calculated only for bird species at a European level,
so the information in the current indicator is limited
to European birds. The overall risk of extinction
among Europe's birds has generally been on the rise
over the last decade. While the status of some
species has due to conservation action, many more
have deteriorated because of worsening threats
and/or declining populations.

Red List Index (RLI) for European birds based on pan‐
European extinction risk in 1994–2004
The IUCN Red List categorizes species
as 'Extinct', 'Extinct in the Wild',
‘Critically Endangered', 'Endangered',
'Vulnerable', 'Near Threatened', 'Least
Concern', 'Data Deficient' and 'Not
Evaluated'. The RLI is calculated from
the number of species that moved
from one category to another
between assessments owing to a
genuine improvement or deterioration
in status (i.e. category changes owing
to revised taxonomy or improved
knowledge are excluded).

Assessment
• Extinction risk overall is increasing for
European bird species. In the
previous figure, for example, the
decrease from a value of 0.89 to 0.87
reflects the balance between 19
species (out of a total of 522)
improving in status during 1994–2004
but 51 species deteriorating in status.
• All European groups of countries
show a consistent decline, except
possibly the Caucasus. The EU‐25
shows a continuing decline, from a
starting point that was already lower
than in other sub‐regions, indicating
that species in the EU‐25 are more
threatened overall.

Assessment, cont.
• If for more species the extinction risk has increased instead of
decreased the RLI goes down. Extinction risk for this indicator
is assessed at the European level, i.e. the risk that a species
ceases to exist in Europe (even if the species may survive in
other regions of the world).
• Decreasing RLI values mean that biodiversity is being lost at
an increasing rate. No change in the RLI value means that
there are no changes in the expected rate of species
extinctions (it does not mean that biodiversity loss has
stopped, or that the biodiversity will remain unchanged).
Increasing RLI values mean that there is a decrease in the
expected future rate of species extinctions (i.e. a reduction in
the rate of biodiversity loss).

Red List Indices (RLIs) for birds in the EU‐25, EFTA‐4, Eastern
Europe, the Caucasus and South‐Eastern Europe during 1994–
2004, based on their extinction risk at pan‐European level

Indicator 2: Species of European interest
Key policy question: What is the conservation status of
species of Community interest?
Key message
• Around half of the species of Community interest
(those species which, within the territory of the
European Union are listed in Annexes II, IV and V of
the Habitats Directive) have an unfavourable
conservation status, with variation across
biogeographic regions (3). There are still significant
gaps in knowledge, especially for marine species.

Assessment
• Unfavourable status is most
frequently reported for the species in
the marine Baltic region and the
continental region (100 and 70 %,
respectively). The variation amongst
species groups is limited, but
amphibians appear to be most
threatened, with nearly 70 % having
an unfavourable conservation status.
In most cases, the trend information
was not available. For many species,
recovery to a favourable conservation
status will take considerable time.
The next evaluation, due in 2013, will
help assess the efficiency of the
Directive.

Conservation status — species by taxonomic group

Conservation status — species by
biogeographical region

Headline indicator: trends in abundance and
distribution of selected species
Indicator 1: Abundance and distribution of selected species
Key policy question: Have declines in common species in Europe been
halted?
Key message
• Overall, Europe's common bird populations reduced by around 10 % since
1980. Common farmland birds declined most severely (around 50 %) but
common forest birds also declined by some 9 %. Falls have levelled off
since the late 1990s. Europe's grassland butterflies have declined
dramatically (60 %) since 1990 and this reduction shows no sign yet of
levelling off.
• An increase in the population index means that there are more species
with populations increased than species with populations decreased: it
does not necessarily mean that the population of all species has
increased. It can be due to expansion of some species (typically,
generalists) at the expense of other species (typically, specialists). It must
also be noted that populations fluctuate on a yearly basis. In the absence
of the information on abundance, information on the distribution of
species can help assess species status. However, at a European level, this
type of information is still weak for other groups of species.

Assessment
• For some populations of European common birds,
downward trends appear to have slowly levelled
off but it needs to be borne in mind that significant
losses had already happened by 1980. Of the more
common bird species, farmland birds have
declined. The initial steep decline of farmland birds
was associated with increasing agricultural
specialisation and intensity in some areas, and
largescale marginalisation and land abandonment
in others.
• The falling trend has levelled off since the late
1990s, partly because of stabilising inputs of
nutrients and pesticides and the introduction of
set‐aside in the EU‐15, and partly because of
drastically lower nutrient inputs in the EU‐10 as a
result of political reforms and the resulting
economic crisis in the agricultural sector. An
increase in agricultural production in eastern
Europe, if linked to higher inputs of nutrients and
pesticides, combined with further land
abandonment in some parts of Europe and the
proposed abolition ofset‐aside, may lead to a new
decline.

Assessment, cont.
• Conservation measures adopted under the EU Birds Directive have proven
effective in the recovery ofthreatened bird populations (Donald et al.,
2007) but not in the case of more widespread bird species, where
different recovery mechanisms are now required. Well‐designed agri‐
environment measures have been shown to reverse bird declines at local
levels. The challenge now is to deploy the Birds Directive conservation
measures or others widely enough to help populations recover at national
and European scales. Trends in species in Europe are also driven by
pressure outside Europe, e.g. for migratory bird species, and a
comprehensive response would need to be effective beyond European
territory.
• Grassland butterflies are declining severely; their populations have
declined by 60 % since 1990 and there is no sign of levelling off.
Intensification is the most important threat to butterflies across the
relatively flat areas of western Europe: ranging from the eastern half of
the United Kingdom, over the north of France, Belgium, the Netherlands,
Northern Germany and Denmark — as well as flat areas in other parts of
Europe. By contrast, abandonment and lack of sustainable grazing is the
chief threat in southern and eastern Europe, in mountainous areas or
areas with relatively poor soils.

Common birds in Europe population index
(1980 = 100)

Grassland butterflies — population index
(1990 = 100)

