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Voluntary National Review - Israel
2019

Israel's first VNR.

Inter-ministerial committee established in 2018.

Joint leadership – Ministry of Foreign affairs and the 

Ministry of Environmental protection. 

Role of the committee:
• Forming a national strategy for implementing the goals
• Preparing the Voluntary National Review



Structure and contents of the VNR

Progress goal by goal – emphasis on policy relevance 

and linking the SDGs to national strategic issues.

Special focus – harnessing innovation to Leave no one 

behind.

Non government stakeholders contributions

Statistical annex



The Role of the ICBS in SDG statistics 

The Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics (ICBS) is the 

national focal point for SDG indicators reporting:

• Mapping data availability

• Reporting data available in the ICBS

• Coordinating reports of available data in other organizations

• Coordinating the construction of a national SDG database



The Role of the ICBS in the VNR

 Mapping all relevant available data within the NSO, the 

National Statistical System (NSS) and beyond.

 Share data and knowledge with all the relevant partners.

 Provide guidance and statistical consultation services.

 writing and editing the statistical annex of the report. 



Statistical annex and statistics in the VNR

 Types of data:
 Data aligned with the methodology and definitions of the 

global indicator framework.
 Additional national official statistics. 
 Additional data and information not part of official 

statistics.

 Indicators in the statistical annex:
 113 indicators
 88 based on ICBS data
 31 disaggregated indicators  





Challenges and lessons learned 

 Statistical coordination

 Using statistical annexes for international SDG 
reporting

 Platform for NSS capacity building and inter-
governmental cooperation

 Promoting data-based decision making 



Sustainable development goals for 
improving governance and strategic 

planning processes 
Government resolution 4631 (07/2019)

Integrating the goals in strategic planning processes.

Developing indicators based on ICBS guidance.

Defining strategic goals for the indicators.

Annual report to the government.

Coordination of all international reporting with the ICBS.
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