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A comparison of press releases, revision policies, and series published by national 

statistical agencies across countries show that a wide range of language and methods 

are used to communicate the statistical data and processes to users. 

➢ This impacts the ability to compare, contrast, and understand the quality of data across 

time and economies. 

Review of the Taxonomy of SNA Products and 
Processes: Background

This issue becomes even more 

relevant when significant 

revisions to macroeconomic 

statistics take place.
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• Some countries publish details of the revisions by activity/aggregate

Review of the Taxonomy of SNA Products and 
Processes: Background
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• Few countries publish details by type of revision

Review of the Taxonomy of SNA Products and 
Processes: Background
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Objective: development of a taxonomy of the compilation process of macroeconomic 

accounting frameworks:  

provide guidance to improve the consistency and transparency when communicating 

issues such as major revisions in macroeconomic statistics.

identify terms and definitions used in the data production processes and suggest a 

harmonized terminology to be used by statistical agencies and international organizations 

and foster cross-country comparability.

examples include types of revisions, different data vintages, and backcast series. 

Review of the Taxonomy of SNA Products and 
Processes: Goal
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Review of the Taxonomy of SNA Products and 
Processes: Activities

Taxonomy

Propose a taxonomy to 

classify the national 

accounts products and 

processes 

Review of 

Taxonomy

Framework

Propose a framework for 

presenting revisions and 

updates

Example: 

National accounts products:

(1) Accounts

(2) Institutional Sectors

(3) Industries / products

(4) Supplementary Tables 

(5) Supplementary Indicators 

(6) …
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Using the IMF DQAF establish dimensions to consider: (i) transparency; 

(ii) methodological soundness; (iii) accuracy and reliability; (iv) serviceability 

and consistency; and (v) accessibility and assistance to users. 

Analyze other existing documents (e.g., ISWGNA Implementation Strategy 

for the SNA 2008, Guidelines for monitoring the 2008 SNA implementation,  

Eurostat’s publication Essential SNA: Building the basics).

Define the phases of the Generic Statistical Business Process Model 

(UNECE), to be addressed (i) Specify needs; (ii) Design; (iii) Build; (iv) 

Collect; (v) Process; (vi) Analyse; (vii) Disseminate; and (viii) Evaluate. 

Review of 

Taxonomy

Define the phases of the Generic Statistical Business Process Model 

(UNECE) to be addressed (i) specify needs; (ii) design; (iii) build; (iv) collect; 

(v) process; (vi) analyze; (vii) disseminate; and (viii) evaluate. 

Review of the Taxonomy of SNA Products and 
Processes: Possible Development

Review of SNA taxonomy:

➢ will have as starting point the work already developed in this area by several agencies, including 

Eurostat, IMF, OECD, UNECE, UNSD, WB…
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Example: Communication of revisions and their impact

Concerning the communication of revisions, the Joint Task Team might consider the need for a 

more effective and clear communication of the types and impact of revisions

the objective is to harmonize the terms and structure used to communicate

the objective is not to harmonize the revision policy (country specific)

Review of the Taxonomy of SNA Products and 
Processes: Possible Development

Communication 

of Revisions

Taxonomy to harmonize the terms used.A

Taxonomy and framework to communicate the impact of revisions.B

Taxonomy for frequency, timeliness, and revisions policy.C
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Review of the Taxonomy of SNA Products and 
Processes: Deliverables and Timeline

August 2020
Report of activities 

for AEG, BOPCOM, 

and GFSAC

2021
Finalization of draft 

guidance note

Expected deliverables: 

➢ Guidance note

November 2020
Report of activities 

for ISWGNA report 

to UNSC
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END

Thank you!

mtavareslimamartin@imf.org


