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 On April 13, 2017 the Government of Canada tabled 

legislation in the House of Commons to legalize, regulate 

and restrict access to cannabis for non-medical purposes. If 

legislation is approved by Parliament the drug’s new status 

will come into effect by mid-2018.

 Over the last year Statistics Canada has been preparing the 

statistical system to capture the economic and social 

activities related to the production, consumption and 

distribution of cannabis.

 A key piece of information required by policy makers and 

regulators is the current price of cannabis and the elasticity 

of the price.  Given the illegal nature of the market, traditional 

measures to acquire the price was not an option.

Legalizing Cannabis
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Statscannabis –
crowdsourcing the price
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Statscannabis -
crowdsourcing the price
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Submissions to date -
heavily dependent on media attention
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Submissions to date-
sustainability is an issue
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Submissions to date-
Basic Statistics
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Number of Submissions 17,124

Outliers 1,867

Min Price $2

Max Price $20

Average Price $6.78

Medium $6.42

Mode $7.14
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Unique Submissions

Single Submissions 15,075

Two submissions 1,193

Three submissions 218

Four submissions 62

Five or more submissions 82

Submissions to date-
Response profile



Some observations -
Price per province varies – high production 

provinces observe lower prices.
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http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/180309/cg-e001-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/180309/cg-e001-eng.htm


Some observations –
Price falls as quantity purchased increases.
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http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/180309/cg-e002-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/180309/cg-e002-eng.htm


Some observations –
Price of legal cannabis higher is than the 

price of illegal cannabis.
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http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/180309/cg-e003-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/180309/cg-e003-eng.htm


Some observations –
Frequent users pay less than infrequent users
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http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/180309/cg-e005-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/180309/cg-e005-eng.htm


Some observations  -
Most consumers report purchasing high 

grade cannabis.
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http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/180309/cg-e006-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/180309/cg-e006-eng.htm


Statscannabis –
Added benefit - Open data
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Moving forward
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Maintain momentum through the 

legalization process and beyond

Explore other possible applications

Reduce development time and streamline 

process.



Other experimentation
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Other experimentation
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Industry : Restaurants

Purpose: Food

Geography: BC

Purpose: Web services Currency: USD

Currency Rate: 1.32333

Reference Period : November 5

Sector: Non-financial

Geography: Utah
Geography: MB

Purpose: Transport

Sector: Households

Industry: Communications

Industry: Passenger Air Transport


