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• 1960-2000  

 

 Reason of the Difference the number of population calculated by Geostat 

and by authors, is inaccurate registration of natural movement and 

migration. According to UN experts, in 1960-1965 20 thousand dead person 

remained unrecorded, while part of the inaccurate registration was 40%. 

 Estimated analysis of death rate data of 1960-2000, in contrast to the data 

of the same time of Geostat, gives the reason to understand newly, as the 

evolution of life expectancy, as well as the general demographic transition 

in Georgia  

 



  

 As pictures shows according to our estimation number of population of 
Georgian for the period 1960-2000 was always less, compared to data of 
department of statistics. With this, according to out estimations, since 1992 
number of population of Georgia decreases, while according to 
department of statistic there is an increasing trend of number of population 
in Georgia. 
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Figure 2 Components of increase (decrease) of population in Georgia 
1960-2000 years. (Thousands) Net-migration: 1960-1989 (Geostat); 1990-

2000 (our estimation); Natural increase-our estimated data 
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2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Geostat 4401.4 4371.5 4342.6 4315.2 4321.5 4401.3 4394.7 4382.1 4385.4 4436.4 4469.2 4497.6 4483.8 4490.5

Estimate (G. Tsuladze) 4034.4 4001.0 3965.8 3930.9 3899.3 3869.2 3839.2 3814.2 3797.0 3790.4 3785.9 3776.7 3767.5 3760.7
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Figure 4. Total population increase (decrease) 

components in Georgia 2001-2014. (Thousand) 

 

 

 

  

 Reason of such contrasting difference between National Statistic office and 
evaluative indicators is problem of demo-statistic census of population. it is 
reasonable to compare and analyze separately, as components of natural 
increase, number of death and birth, as well as migration balance according 
to our and National Statistic office indicators 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Net-migration -29.1 -27.6 5.5 76.3 -12.1 -20.7 -10.2 34.2 18.1 20.2 -21.5 -2.6 -6.5

Net-migration -35.9 -35.5 -31.5 -30.4 -28.7 -26.3 -23.9 -20.4 -15.0 -16.2 -21.5 -16.6 -12.1

Natural increasy 159 139 779 4228 5540 8109 13554 16752 14721 8196 7683 9325 11548

Natural increasy 743 636 335 -260 1255 1286 6666 13776 10354 7037 12278 9792 7511
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Figure 5. The dynamics of the number of birth in 2000-2014  

 

 

 This figure 5 shows that, in 2007-2009 years, according to National Statistic Office 

and our estimation number of birth is similar, which demonstrates improvement of 

registration system during these years. In contrast to these years, difference in 

previous and following years demonstrates the incomplete registration of birth. 

 

40000

45000

50000

55000

60000

65000

70000

2
0
0

0

2
0
0

1

2
0
0

2

2
0
0

3

2
0
0

4

2
0
0

5

2
0
0

6

2
0
0

7

2
0
0

8

2
0
0

9

2
0
1

0

2
0
1

1

2
0
1

2

2
0
1

3

2
0
1

4

Geostat Estimate



Figure 6. The dynamics of the number of deaths in 

2000-2014  

 

 

 Unlike the recording of live births, in the period 2000-2014 accounting of 
death is more violated, particularly in the years 2004-2010 

 From dynamics of birth and death, in 2002-2014 natural growth data 
according to National Statistic Office was 100, 000 person, while estimations 
showed that it was 71.4 thousand person. 
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• compared to accounting of population natural increase components, 

accounting of international migration is in rather bad situation. in 2002-2014 

years, net-migration, because of incorrect accounting, according to 

national Statistic office data was positive and it was 24 thousand, while 

according to estimations it was negative and its was -314 thousand person. 

 

 Figure 7 net-migration of population of Georgia in 2002-2014 years 
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 As our and UN experts researches of different years show, in Georgia, especially 
in the mountains and in villages of Kvemo Kartli home deliveries are still frequent. 
This is mainly due to the difficult socio-economic situation in Georgia and 
expensive childbirth in Georgia. This part is not registered and therefore not 
recorded in the National Statistic Office indicators of collective birth rate. 

 Problem of death accounting is complicated by the fact that some of the 
villages and regions families sometimes buries their family member without 
registration, without permission of cemetery land allocation. 

 Unlike to natural movement of the population, mainly reason of the inaccurate 
accounting of migration is wrong methodology. In particular, Border Defense 
Department registered only visitors, and because of lack of the statistical bases it 
was not possible to separate duration and other parameters, which would allow 
National Statistical office to account international migration properly.  

 From 2012 year new methodology of international migration accounting 
developed by National Statistic Office significantly reduced inaccurate 
accounting of emigration and we hope it will improve.  

 
 
  



Table 1. The level of incomplete accounting of population (%) in components of 

natural movement and in international migration indicators of National Statistic Office 

in 2002-2014  

 

   
Live births Death Infant mortality Net-migration 

2002 5,1 4,0 - 23,4 

2003 6,1 5,0 5,0 28,6 

2004 5,0 5,8 5,2 672,7 

2005 7,5 18,8 25,5 1398,5 

2006 4,6 15,4 52,7 137,2 

2007 1,5 18,3 67,7 27,1 

2008 0,8 17,0 23,3 134,2 

2009 1,0 7,7 37,4 1600,0 

2010 1,5 11,0 85,4 1828,8 

2011 4,2 7,3 70,7 1802,0 

2012 10,5 2,8 68,0 0.0 

2013 4,0 3,8 64,0 84,3 

2014 1,6 10,2 64,3 86,2 



Difference between our and National Statistic 

Office estimations of annual difference between 

the number of population is not surprise 

anymore between two period between 

censuses of 2002-2014 years. The difference 

between the statistics of the number of annual 

cases amounted to 766 thousand (17%) people, 

while incase of expert estimations difference 

was only 2000 (0.1%).  



              Conclusion 
 

 Thus, the 2014 census confirmed in conditions of inaccurate accounting 
unreliability of official statistics. Because of this based projections are wrong. 
Therefore, while predicting the demographic projections, it is desirable, if not 
feasible, the calculation of expert estimations of alternative projections on the 

local level.  

 For example, as the population of the various points of the forecast is based on 
official statistics in the wrong demographic features, so unlike the Georgian 
experts in estimations rates for 2015 the forecast is much closer to the recorded 
number of 2014 population census.  

 In particular for 2015 year population of Georgian according to UN projections 
must have been – 4225 thousand, World Bank – 4078 thousand, Bureau of USA 
population census – 4525 thousand, and according estimative projections 3905 
thousand. Same is in other demographic forecasts. 



Thank you for your attention 


