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Conceptual work 

on measurement of migrant workers

“Resolution concerning further work  on labour  migration 
statistics”

• Adopted by 19th ICLS (October 2013)

• set up a working group with the aim of sharing good practices, 
discussing and developing a workplan for defining international 
standards on labour migration statistics that can inform labour 
market and migration policy. 

• It is intended to provide guidance by agreed international 
standards, concepts and definitions and foster the exchange of 
experience among compilers.
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Conceptual work 

on measurement of migrant workers

• First meeting:   20-22 October 2015, Istanbul

• Second meeting 15-17 November 2016, Turin

• Third meeting 22-24 May 2018 (Tentative) 
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ILO Meta-data questionnaires

ILO developed a set of meta-data questionnaires to 

identify “best practices”.

The results of the survey are being used in:

• Developing methodology to measure migrant 

workers

• Preparing a chapter for the manual on “labour 

mobility” coordinated by UNECE. 

• Preparing a compendium 



ILO Meta-data questionnaires

ILO developed a set of meta-data questionnaires to identify 

“best practices”.

– Q0. Instructions, 

– Q1.Questionnaire for Population Census, 

– Q2.Questionnaire for Household Surveys, 

– Q3.Questionnaire for Border/ Admission Statistics

– Q4.Questionnaire for Establishment Census, 

– Q5.Questionnaire for Establishment Surveys

– Q6.Questionnaire for Administrative Sources 

– Q7.Questionnaire for Migrant Workers Estimation 

.



Numbers of responding countries and questionnaires received
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Questionnaire Total

Types of 

questionnaire

s received

Number of 

respondin

g countries

Q1  Population Census 122 122

Q2  Household Surveys 120 86

Q3  Border/Admission Statistics 49 48

Q4  Establishment Census 18 18

Q5  Establishment Surveys 18 16

Q6  Administrative Sources 126 72

Q7  Estimation of International Migrant Workers 27 26

Countries with at least one questionnaire 480 128

ILO Meta-data questionnaires
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List of tables in the Questionnaire
International migrant stock

1Resident population by sex, total and migrants

2Working-age population by sex, total and migrants

3Migrants by country of origin

4Labour force by sex and age, total and migrants

5Employment by sex and age, total and migrants

6Employment by sex and status in employment, total and migrants

7Employment by economic activity, total and migrants

8Employment by occupation, total and migrants

9Employed migrants by country of origin

Nationals abroad
10Stock of nationals abroad by sex and country of residence

11Outflow of nationals by sex and country of destination

12Outflow of nationals for employment by sex and country of destination

13Outflow of nationals for employment by sex and education

14Outflow of nationals for employment by economic activity

15Outflow of nationals for employment by occupation

International migrant flow
16 Inflow of working-age migrants by sex and education

17 Inflow of migrants by sex and country of origin

18 Inflow of employed migrants by economic activity

19 Inflow of employed migrants by occupation

20Mean monthly employment-related income of employed persons by sex, total and migrants

21Median monthly employment-related income of employed persons by sex, total and migrants

ILO`s data collection on migrant workers



ILO`s data collection on migrant workers

LIST OF TABLES DISEMINATED IN THE ILO`S DATABASE
MODULE A. International migrant stock

1 Resident population By sex, age and labour market status, total and migrants

2 Working-age population By sex and education, total and migrants (ISCED 2011)

3 Migrants By country of origin

4 Employed migrants By country of origin

5 Employed persons By economic activity, total and migrants (ISIC, Rev.4)

6 Employed persons By occupation, total and migrants (ISCO-08)

7 Employed persons By sex and status in employment, total and migrants (ICSE-93)

8 Average employment-related income By sex, total and migrants

MODULE B. International migrant flow
9 Inflows of migrants By sex and country of origin

10 Inflows of working-age migrants By sex and education (ISCED 2011)

11 Inflows of employed migrants By economic activity (ISIC, Rev.4)

12 Inflows of employed migrants By occupation (ISCO-08)

MODULE C. Nationals abroad
13 Stock of nationals abroad By sex and country of residence

14 Outflows of nationals By sex and country of destination

15 Outflows of nationals for employment By sex and country of destination

16 Outflows of nationals for employment By sex and education (ISCED 2011)

17 Outflows of nationals for employment By economic activity (ISIC, Rev.4)

18 Outflows of nationals for employment By occupation (ISCO-08)

19 Inflow of return migrants By sex and previous country of residenceILO Department of Statistics 10



• The first study (2013) provides estimates on 

global and regional estimates of labour 

migration by sex, and by major branch of 

economic activity.

• The second global estimates (mid-2018) aims 

to provide estimates of labour migration by 

sex, and age group and by major branch of 

economic activity.
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Global estimates on migrant workers



Global estimates of the stock of migrants, migrant 

workers and migrant domestic workers, 2013 
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Thank you for your attention!
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