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Mexico’s NSO  
National Institute of Statistics 
and Geography  
 
 
• Is a Constitutionally Autonomous Entity responsible for 

regulating and coordinating Mexico’s National System  
of Statistical and Geographical Information (SNIEG) 
 

• The objective of SNIEG is to produce, integrate and 
disseminate information of National Interest in following 
domains: demographic and social, economic, geography and 
environmental, government, public safety and justice 
statistics. 



Purpose 

Share the Mexican experience about the 
response to the challenge of measuring 
labour migration and mobility 
 
Focus on  available data sources 

 
Indentify gaps and pending challenges in 

generating information 



Contents 

Context: Background and current situation 
of labour migration and mobility 
Conceptual framework for generating 

information on labour migration and 
mobility 
Available data sources of labour migration 

and mobility in Mexico 
Gaps and pending challenges 

 
 
 
 
 



Background and current situation  
of labour migration and mobility 
 

From: http://www.hermanosenelcamino.org/ 



Mexico has extensive experience in 
shaping migration flows to the US 

 
Migratory pattern: 

 
 (late XIX-late sixties) 

circular, legal, male, labour, seasonal work, rural origin  
 

 (1970-2007) 
increased intensity and magnitude, loss of circularity, 
irregular status, sectorial and occupational 
diversification, extends in the territory of origin and 
destination, increasingly risky and costly 
 
 



Migratory pattern: 
 

 (2007-2010) 
stopped growing, increasing US restrictive measures, 
extending periods of stay, increasing the permanent 
residence of some 
 

Currently, (since past two decades) Mexico has 
established itself not only as a country of origin and 
return, but also transit and destination, mainly of 
Central American migrants  



Intra-metropolitan mobility 
Mexico has 59 urban conglomerates 

11 with more than one million inhabitants 
In there reside 63.8 million (56.8%) population  
 

Municipalities maintain a high degree of socio - 
economic integration 
mobility goes beyond the demographic criterion 
 

 In 2015 5.3% of occupied population works in another 
state or country  
 

 
 



Constitution of the United Mexican States  
 

General Population Law (1974) 
most aimed to regulating 
natural growth 
Population Council 

 
Law on Migration (2011) 

most aimed to regulating 
immigration and transit 
Ministry of Interior 

 

Regulatory Framework 



Conceptual framework 

Change of habitual residence 
 
 International 
 Internal 
 Inter-metopolitan 
  
 



Daily labour mobility or commuting 
 
 International 
 Internal 
 Inter-metopolitan 
 Intra-metropolitan 

 



Information Sources on Migration 
and Mobility in Mexico 

2010 Population and Housing Census  
2011 Retrospective Demographic Survey 
2014 National Survey of Demographic 

Dynamics  
2015 Intercensal Survey 
Surveys on Migration in the northern and 

southern borders of Mexico  
(EMIF by COLEF) 
 



2010 Population and Housing 
Census. Basic Questionnaire  

 



2010 Population and Housing 
Census. Expanded Questionnaire  



 



2014 National Survey of 
Demographic Dynamics  



2011 Retrospective 
 Demographic Survey  

 



2016 American Community Survey  

 



2015 Intercensal Survey  

 



 



Gaps and pending challenges 
Establishment a conceptual framework 

considering intermediate situations between 
movements that involve a change of 
residence and daily mobility, including transit. 

Harmonization of sources 
Integrate register of transit and departure of 

Mexican territory generated by National 
Institute of Migration and his Integrated 
System of Migration Operations  
 
 



Integrate the information of migration 
forms demanded for travellers, this should 
be, as well, source for sampling in order to 
conduct surveys in depth. 
Integrate the information  from embassies 

and consulates 
Develop surveys in collective dwellings 



Be part of and international 
working group  

Once the conceptual frame is defined 
it is possible to set in motion the dialogue 
between statistical offices, authorities and 
specialists, which in turn feeds back the 
working group 
Encourage a structure of dialogue within 

the member countries, to address the 
topics and questions it puts forward 



Conociendo México 
01 800 111 46 34 

www.inegi.org.mx 
atencion.usuarios@inegi.org.mx 

@inegi_informa INEGI Informa 

Thank you! 

adriana.amador@inegi.org.mx 
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