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Meeting of the 2016/2017 Bureau

Geneva (Switzerland), 14-15 February 2017 ItemdMof the Provisional
Agenda

Annotated provisional agenda for the 2017 CES plemga
session

Note by the Secretariat

The Bureau discussed and approved the proposed draft provisional agenda
and timetable for the Conference of European Statisticians (CES) 2017 plenary
session, as updated based on the Bureau discussion in October 2016.

In April 2016, the Conference of European Statigtis’ plenary session
selected the following topics for discussion at jienary session in 2017:
“Measuring poverty” and “The next generation of 8&licians and data
scientists”. The Conference asked the CES Bureaootwsider the format and
duration of the seminars.

The plenary session will be held at the Palais ddstions, Geneva,
Switzerland, starting at 9:30 on Monday, 19 Juné?22@nd finishing by 12:30 on
Wednesday 21 June. The meeting of the OECD StatGtmmittee will take place
back-to-back with the CES plenary session.

Documents for the plenary session will be uploattethe following web site:
WWW.unece.org/statistics/meetings-and-events.html
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Annotated provisional agenda

The plenary session will be held at the PalaisNkgtons, Geneva, Switzerland, starting at
9:30 on Monday, 19 June 2017.

I. Provisional agenda

1. Opening addresses and adoption of the agenda

N

Matters arising from the 2017 session of Ecoro@ommission for Europe and the
48" session of the United Nations Statistical Comroissi

3. Measuring poverty
4. The next generation of statisticians and daenssts
5. Geospatial data and official statistics
6. Work of the High-level Group for the Modernisat of Official Statistics
7. Reports, guidelines and recommendations prepareter the umbrella of the
Conference:
(a) Poverty measurement;
(b)  Statistics for Sustainable Development Goalsadmap;
(c)  Set of key climate change-related indicators;
(d)  Value of official statistics;
(e)  Unpaid household work;
)] Population projections.
8 Coordination of international statistical work the United Nations Economic

Commission for Europe region:
(@)  Outcomes of the in-depth reviews carried outheyCES Bureau;
(b)  Exchange of economic data and data sharing;

9. Programme of work of the United Nations Econor@emmission for Europe
(UNECE) Statistics subprogramme:

(a) Reports on the work of the Conference of Euaop8tatisticians, its Bureau
and Teams of Specialists;

(b)  Programme planning documents for the United iddat Economic
Commission for Europe Statistics subprogramme.

10.  Selection of topics for seminars to take plhueng the 2018 CES plenary session
11.  Election of the CES Bureau

12.  Other business

13.  Adoption of the report and closing of the megti
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(@)

(b)

(©

Annotations

The sixty-fifth plenary session of the Conferené&oropean Statisticians will convene at
the request of the sixty-fourth CES plenary ses§i@E/CES/91) and in accordance with
theRules Governing the Work of the Conference anButeau(CES/2005/2).

The plenary session includes a formal sessionvaadéminars.

Opening addresses and adoption of the agenda

The provisional agenda will be presented for therayal of the Conference.

Matters arising from the 2017 session of EconamCommission for
Europe and the 48" session of the United Nations Statistical
Commission— for information

The agenda item will focus on the implications of tdecisions of the Economic
Commission for Europe (ECE) and the United NatiStegistical Commission (UNSC) on
the work of the CES.

Measuring poverty— for discussion and recommendations

This part of the CES plenary session will be orgediin a seminar format. Israel, Mexico
and UNECE will organize and chair the discussion.

Poverty is of high importance for the 2030 Agenda $ustainable Development, which
emphasizes that “nobody should be left behind”. Plgenda includes two Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) targeting poverty anduaéty: Goal 1 “End poverty in all its
forms everywhere” and Goal 10 “Reduce inequalitthimi and among countries”. Several
other goals concern different aspects of povertghsas Goal 2 on hunger and Goal 8 on
decent work and economic growth. The seminar vidtuss methodological challenges of
measuring poverty and consider the way forward with poverty-related indicators in the
2030 Agenda.

Topic 1: Methodological challenges in povertyneasurement

The session will be organized by Israel. The majics of the session include: use of
complementary data sources for measuring monetawgrfy and deprivation; leaving no

one behind and the related challenges in measupioderty in vulnerable groups;

measuring poverty in all its dimensions; and coesidy social transfers in estimating
poverty rates. The session will rely on contribosidrom Israel, Mexico, Poland, Slovakia,
Switzerland and Eurostat.

Topic 2: Comparability of poverty measures acoss countries and over time

The session will be organized by ... (tbc). The déston will focus on how to improve
comparability of indicators for the 2030 Agenda v to ensure adequate measurement
and communication of poverty trends over time widata sources are changing. The
session will rely on contributions from Austria, M@y, Russian Federation and the
Interstate Statistical Committee of the Commonvieaftindependent States (CIS-STAT).

Topic 3: The way forward

The concluding session, organized by Mexico, watdss proposals for future work, based
on the new CESsuide on Poverty Measuremerat paper by OECD and other material



ECE/CES/BUR/2017/FEB/17

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

presented at the seminar. The aim is to decidenenoo more issues on which CES could
focus its methodological work on poverty measureimen

The next generation of statisticians and datacgentists —for discussion
and recommendations

This part of the CES plenary session will be orgediin a seminar format. Finland and
Eurostat will organize and chair the discussion.

The seminar will discuss the skills and capabiitheeded to address the challenges arising
from the new data-driven world where statistics stidbe better integrated to support
policy and decision making. The seminar will comsitiow our skill sets are challenged by
the increasing demands for statistics, fast tedyiohal changes, up springing new data
sources, such as Big Data, and other current denvelots.

Topic 1: How can an official statistician becme a data scientist?

The session will be organized by Eurostat. Theudision will focus on the challenges and
solutions for developing and building the necessiata science skills and competencies
that allow statistical offices to stay competitimethe information industry. The session will

also reflect on the skill set required when dealmith uncertainty about available data

sources, increasing complexity and the need taytiate unstructured data from multiple

sources to provide data analytics as part of sitztisservices. The session will touch upon
the idea of Smart Statistics and its requiremeatt$uture statisticians.

Topic 2: The future roles of statisticians

The session will be organized by Finland. The dismn will focus on future requirements
on the competencies and skills needed at naticadistical offices to meet the ever-
changing demand from users and the necessary draregtfons of statistical production.
Statistical offices can adapt to future challenigggonsidering a mixture of developments:
i) organization of the office, ii) the office’s dity to utilize new data sources and new data
collection techniques, iii) statistical office’sderstanding of the specific decision problems
and iv) the statistical office’s ability to fosteisers’ understanding of statistics. These
aspects also define the competence needs of fstiatisticians.

Topic 3: Are universities training students towork in national statistical offices?

The session will be organized by Eurostat. Theudision will focus on how universities
are taking into account the advancement in teclyyobnd preparing students to work in
modern statistics. Big Data pose new demands forenutetailed, more accurate and
timelier official statistics. Issues that will hawe be studied and addressed include:
collection and management of Big Data for offig#dtistics; privacy and protection of data
from Big Data sources; increasing data accessiblitit maintaining confidentiality;
possible use of web-panels and mode effects; intjizocial network data; integration of
administrative data and Big Data with surveys agmsases.

Topic 4: Summary and conclusions

This part of the seminar will collate proposals foture work and actions to develop the
skill profile of statisticians and support statisli offices in the transformation. The session
aims at drafting a two-pager with a joint vision thie next generation of statisticians and
data scientistsStatistics Finland will act as a pen-holder.
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5.

Geospatial data and official statistics- for decision

The April 2016 CES seminar on geospatial informaservices based on official statistics
recognized the growing importance of integratiragistical and geospatial information and
discussed the way forward. In July 2016, ECOSOCptatb a resolution (2016/27) on
strengthening the institutional arrangements onsgetial information management, and
requested the Regional Commissions to discuss wlithir member States the
implementation of the resolution.

The Conference will be invited to consider the depments since the discussions by the
CES Bureau and the UNECE Executive Committee (EXGOMthe coordination of work
between the regional body of the United Nations @ittee of Experts on Global
Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM Europr)l the Conference of European
StatisticiansThe content of this item is subject to the outcomef the discussions of the
CES Bureau in February 2017.

Work of the High-level Group for the Modernisaion of Official
Statistics— for decision

The High-level Group for the Modernisation of OfitStatistics (HLG-MOS) was set up
to guide strategic developments in the ways offisiatistics are produced. The Conference
has expressed strong support for the work, endotisedvision and the strategy for
modernizing official statistics, and asked the HM®S to present annual reports to the
CES plenary session.

The HLG will submit the annual report on its work the Conference for approval. The
Conference will be invited to discuss the outcomésrecent projects in the area of
statistical modernisation and approve the new gamge structure for HLG-MOSThe
content of this item is subject to the outcome ohe discussions of the CES Bureau in
February 2017.

Reports, guidelines and recommendations prepadaunder the umbrella
of the Conference

Six final documents will be submitted to the 201ZSplenary session for endorsement.

(@) Poverty measurement for decision

The Guide on Poverty Measuremewas prepared by a Task Force, set up by the CES
Bureau in February 2014. The objective was to dgveguidelines and provide
recommendations for improving the international panability and availability of statistics

on poverty and the related metadata.

The CES Bureau will be invited to review the draftGuide at its February 2017
meeting, and decide if it can be sent for an eleatnic consultationto all CES members
before the CES plenary session. Subject to thetip@siutcome of the consultation, the
Guide will be submitted to the 2017 CES plenargisgsfor endorsement.

(b)  Statistics for Sustainable Development Goalsroad map— for decision

A CES Steering Group (co-chaired by Switzerland &imited States), set up by the CES
Bureau in February 2016 has developed a ®&88d map on Statistics for Sustainable
Development GoalsThe road map will present a strategy on how toviple statistics for
SDGs under CES, and guide the CES members in ingpiting theDeclaration on the
role of national statistical offices in measuringnda monitoring the Sustainable
Development Goalgdopted by the Conference in 2015.
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The CES Bureau will be invited to review the draftRoad Map at its February 2017
meeting, and decide if it can be sent for an eleanic consultationto all CES members
before the CES plenary session. Subject to thetip@stutcome of the consultation, the
Road Map will be submitted to the 2017 CES plers&ssion for endorsement.

(c)  Set of key climate change-related indicators for decision

The Set of Key Climate Change-related Indicattvas been prepared by a Task Force
(chaired by lItaly), established by the CES Burea®ctober 2014. The objective was to
define an internationally comparable set of keymelie change-related statistics and
indicators that can be derived from the System w¥ifenmental-Economic Accounting
and other sources. The work takes into account Si@sther relevant issues raised in the
context of the 2030 Agenda. The United Nationsi§teal Commission (UNSC) decided
in March 2016 that a global set of key climate @erelated indicators and statistics
should be developed based on the outcomes of tiseT@Ek Force.

The CES Bureau will be invited to review the draftset of indicators at its February
2017 meeting, and decide if it can be sent for arleetronic consultation to all CES
members before the CES plenary session. Subject to thatiymsoutcome of the
consultation, the Guidance will be submitted to th@17 CES plenary session for
endorsement.

(d) Value of official statistics— for decision

The Recommendations on Value of Official Statisiod a measurement framework were
developed by a Task Force (chaired by United Kimgd@stablished by the CES Bureau in
May 2015. The work was launched as a follow-uph® €ES 2014 seminar “What is the
value of official statistics and how do we commuaécthat value?”. The report provides
recommendations on creating, communicating and ungggsvalue of official statistics that
will allow for better understanding and communioatiof this value to society. The
Recommendations take into account the feedbackiveztdrom a consultation of the
interim report carried out at the beginning of 2@1® at the CES plenary session in April
2016.

The CES Bureau will be invited to review the draftRecommendations at its February
2017 meeting, and decide if they can be sent for @bectronic consultation to all CES
members. Subject to the positive outcome of the consultatthe Recommendations will
be submitted to the 2017 CES plenary session fdorsement.

(e) Unpaid household work -for decision

The Guide on Measuring Unpaid Household Wavks prepared by a Task Force (chaired
by United Kingdom), set up by the CES Bureau indDet 2014. The Guide discusses
concepts and definitions, measurement approachésvaluation techniques of unpaid

household service work, which is an emerging aggatlie statistical community. The

Guide also provides assistance with first stepsatdw the development of a satellite
account on household production.

The CES Bureau will be invited to review the draftGuide at its February 2017
meeting, and decide if it can be sent for an eleanic consultationto all CES members
before the CES plenary session. Subject to thetip@stutcome of the consultation, the
Guide will be submitted to the 2017 CES plenargisgsfor endorsement.

) Population projections —for decision

The Recommendations on the Communication of Populd&iofectionswere prepared by
a Task Force (chaired by Cnada), set up by the BE®au in February 2015. The
objectives of the Task Force were to promote tharish of good practices on
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communicating population projections and create haeisms for collecting and
disseminating metadata on national and internaltipmaulation projections.

The CES Bureau will be invited to review the Recommndations at its February 2017
meeting, and decide if they can be sent for an etesnic consultation to all CES
members before the CES plenary session. Subject to thatiymsoutcome of the
consultation, the Guide will be submitted to thd 2@CES plenary session for endorsement.

Coordination of international statistical work in the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe region

This agenda item concerns the decisions that th#e@mce is expected to take regarding
the coordination of international statistical wamkhe UNECE region.

The Conference will be informed about the outcorésn-depth reviews of selected

statistical areas carried out by the CES Bureawes&hreviews are important tools of

coordination to identify gaps or duplication of Wwoand address emerging issues. The
reviews focus on strategic issues and highlightceams of statistical offices of both a

conceptual and a coordinating nature.

(@) Outcomes of the in-depth reviews carried outy the Conference of European
Statisticians Bureau— for decision

The Conference will consider short reports on thee@mes of the in-depth reviews carried
out by the CES Bureau since the previous CES pjesassion in June 2018he CES
Bureau reviewed ‘Governance statistics’ in October2016, and will review ‘Data
integration’ in February 2017. The Conference will be invited to endorse the ontes of
these in-depth reviews.

(b)  Exchange of economic data and data sharingfor discussion and
recommendations

The CES Bureau reviewed the exchange of econoni aled data sharing in-depth in
October 2016 and discussed the follow-up in Felyr@éx17. In view of the many issues
and challenges in this area, the Bureau decidddthistopic should be discussed at the
CES plenary session. The aim is to seek input fainCES members for further work in

this area.

Programme of work of the United Nations Econom Commission for
Europe (UNECE) Statistics subprogramme

(&) Reports on the work of the Conference of Eugean Statisticians, its Bureau
and Teams of Specialists for decision

The Conference will be invited to approve the répozlated to the UNECE statistical work
programme as follows:

0] Report on the implementation of the UNECE Statal Programme for 2016
(ECE/CES/2017/18p be reviewed by the CES Bureau in February 2037

(i) Reports of the CES Bureau Meetings, progresports of Teams of
Specialists (Steering Groups and Task Forces) gatts of expert meetings.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

(b)  Programme planning documents for the United ldtions Economic Commission
for Europe Statistics subprogramme- for decision

The Conference will be invited to review and adityet official planning documents of the
Statistics subprogramme prepared in the contettieofJnited Nations secretariat's biennial
planning and reporting cycle:

0] UNECE Statistical Programme for 2017 (ECE/CHER/2/14, reviewed and
adopted by the CES Bureau in October 2016). Themeat is in line with the Programme
of Work of the Statistics subprogramme for 2016-20ddopted by the Conference in June
2015 (ECE/CES/2015/16);

(i)  Programme of Work and the Publication Prognagrof the UNECE Statistics
subprogramme for 2018-2019 (ECE/CES/2017i@3e reviewed by the CES Bureau in
February 2017).

Selection of topics for seminars to take pladuring the 2018
Conference of European Statisticians’ plenary sessi

The Conference will select topics for the CES samsnn 2018 based on a proposal by the
CES BureauThe proposal will reflect the results of an elenicosurvey to be carried out
by the Secretariat in spring 2017 among the CES lmensountries and international
organizations.The Bureau will be invited to contribute to the lig of suggested CES
seminar topics that will be circulated to all CES nembers in spring 2017.

Election of the Conference of European Statisians Bureau

The current term of all members of the Bureau ef@onference of European Statisticians
expires at the closing of the 2017 plenary sessiarf1 June. At the 2017 plenary session,
therefore, elections for Chair and Vice-Chairs va#l held for the two-year period from
June 2017 to June 2019.

Other business

Any additional issues that the Conference needsetmmformed of can be taken up under
this agenda item.

Adoption of the report and closing of the meétg

A draft report of the CES plenary session, inclgdine main decisions, will be adopted at
the end of the meeting (in English only). A detdileeport will be prepared after the
Conference and will be sent for comments to altippants. The finalised report will be

translated into French and Russian.

Organization of work

A detailed timetable will be made available on thfficial website of the Conference
(www.unece.org/stats/documents/2017.06.ces.htrfity&dehe plenary session.
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Date Item/Programme

Monday, 19 June

09:30-09:40 1
09:40-09:50 2
09:50-16:00 3,7 ()
16:00-16:30 5
16:30-17:30 6
Tuesday, 20 June

9:30-16:00 4
16:00-17:30 7 (b), 7 (d)
Wednesday, 21 June

9:30-10:00 7(c), 7(e), 7(M
10:00-11:20 8
11:20-11:35 9
11:35-11:45 10
11:45-11:55 11
11:55-12:30 12,13
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Annex 1. Tentative timetable
Time ltem Topic Document
Monday, 19 June 2017 (9:30-12:30 and 14:30-17:30)
9:30 - 9:40 1 OPENING ADDRESSES AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE 2017 SESSION OF ECE
9:40 — 9:50 2 | AND THE 48" SESSION OF THE UN STATISTICAL
COMMISSION
9:50 — 16:00 FIRST SEMINAR/SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSION
3 MEASURING POVERTY
Organization of the seminar to be discussed by the Bureau in
February 2017
Seminar Organizers: Israel, Mexico and UNECE
9:50 — 12:05 Seminar sessions, including a cdffeak
7 CES REPORTS, GUIDELINES AND RECOMMENDATIONS
12:05-12:30| 7a 0 Guide on Poverty measurement — for approval

12:30 — 14:30 Lunch break

14:30 — 15:20 Seminar sessions

15:20 - 15:30| 3 Conclusions from the seminar on measuring povertgnd

recommendations for follow-up work

15:30 — 16:00 Coffee/tea break

16:00 -16:30| 5 Geospatial data and statistics

16:30-17:30| 6 WORK OF THE HIGH-LEVEL GROUP FOR THE

MODERNISATION OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS

Tuesday, 20 June 2017 (9:30-12:30 and 14:30-17:30)
9:30-16:00 SECOND SEMINAR/SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSION
4 | THE NEXT GENERATION OF STATISTICIANS AND DATA SCIEN TISTS

9:30 - 12:30 Organization of the seminar to be discussed by the Bureau in

February 2017

Seminar Chair: Finland and Eurostat
9:30 - 12:30 Seminar sessions, including a coffee break

12:30 — 14:30 Lunch break

14:30 — 15:15 Seminar sessions

15:15 - 15:40 Conclusions and recommendations for follow-up work

15:40 — 16:00 Coffee/tea break

7 CES REPORTS, GUIDELINES AND RECOMMENDATIONS -
for approval (continued)

16:00 -16:50| 7b 0 Statistics for Sustainable Development Goals — Roddap
and information on the outcome of the UNECE Rediéitaum
on SDG follow-p and review, and the Expert MeetimgSDGs

16:50-17:30| 7d 0 Value of official statistics

10
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Time Item Topic Document

Wednesday, 21 June 2017 (9:30-12:30)

9:30 — 12:30 FORMAL BUSINESS

7 CES REPORTS, GUIDELINES AND RECOMMENDATIONS —
for approval(continued)

9:30 — 9:40 7c o Set of key climate change-related indicators
9:40 — 9:50 7e 0 Measuring unpaid household work
9:50 - 10:00 | 7f o0 Population projections

8 COORDINATION OF INTERNATIONAL STATISTICAL
WORK IN THE UNECE REGION

10:00 — 10:10| 8a | Outcomes of in-depth reviews:

0 Measuring governance
o Data integration

10:10 - 11:00| 8b | Exchange of economic data and data sharing
— discussion to seek input from all CES members

11:00 — 11:20 Coffee/tea break

9 UNECE STATISTICAL PROGRAMME

11:20-11:25| 9a | Implementation of the UNECE Statistical Progran2f&6

11:25-11:35| 9b | UN planning documents from 2017 onwards:
o UNECE Statistical Programme for 2017
o Programme of Work for 2018-2019

11:35-11:45| 10 | SELECTION OF TOPICS FOR CES SEMINARS IN 2018

11:45-11:55| 11 | ELECTION OF THE CES BUREAU

11:55-12:00| 12 | OTHER BUSINESS

12:00 — 12:30| 13 | Adoption of the report Draft report

12:30 CLOSING

11



