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RAPPORTEUR REPORTSFOR PROGRAMME ELEMENTSIN PROGRAMME
ACTIVITY 2,
TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND OTHER CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES

PE 2.1: MANAGEMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY INFRASTRUCTURE
Rapporteur: ECE

l. Important issuesthat should be brought to the attention of the Bureau and/or the
Conference

1 The globa character of emerging information and communication technologies calls for a broad
cooperation in this arearather then being limited within a particular region. Wide cooperation and
exchange of experience with atigtica agenciesin developed countries in other regionsisto be
encouraged.

2. Another aspect to be taken into account is the statistical focus of this Programme Element rather
than the ICT in generd. While the Satistical agencies follow the emerging technologies, methods and
techniques, their primary concern remains how these techniques could be gpplied to collection,
processing, storing and dissemination of datistical information.

3. The Conference has reviewed in-depth Programme Element 2.2 at its 2002 plenary session. The
discussions and findings were much broader. They proved the reationship and close links between
various programme eementsin Programme Activity 2, and dso Programme Elements 1.1 “Promotion
and coordination of multilateral gatistical work”, 1.2 “Management and policy issues of concern to
presidents of NSOs’ and 6.1 “Dissemination of data.and coordination of internationa data collection”.
The decison of the CES cdls for the following:

To investigate the possibility of developing a common system (porta) for monitoring data
collection activities by International Organisations;

To ensure the development of data sharing models,

To give both NSOs and other data providers easy accessto statistics available at the
internationa organisationsin aform alowing comparisons and usage in nationa dissemination
programmes,
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To put in place secure and operationa methods and tools for the transmission of sendtive
information. The experiences from the STADIUM/STATEL solution supporting GESMES
CB should be considered in this context;

To investigate the possibility of defining a standard codification scheme for economic time-
series (for nationa accounts and balance of payments) with an initid focus on short-term
indicators;

To work with nationd gatigticd officesto facilitate the reuse of their standard products.

4. The Programme Element 2.1 should play a centrd role in the follow-up to the decisons of the
Conference. The work is underway jointly by ECE, OECD, Eurogtat and Statistics Norway. The
Steering Group described in the following paragraph can assume a coordinating role.

5. A Steering Group on Management of Statistical Information Systems (MSIS) was created in
2002 involving ECE, Eurogtat and OECD aong with some nationa dtatistica offices. Thefirdt task was
to draft the terms of reference for the series of meetingsin thisarea. The main points can be summarised
asfollows. (i) the keyword is* Satidicd information systems’, which ams at covering the whole range of
issues related to handling of gatistical information using the ICT means, (ii) the agreed focusin on the
managerid issues, while detailed issues like satistical metadata, Satistica data editing, geography, €tc.
are expected to be dedlt with under other programme elements. However, the Steering Group plansto
review in-depth periodicaly these particular fields and make recommendations to the Bureau in this
respect. A framework for such reviews will be consdered at the February 2003 meeting on MSIS.
Findly, the Steering Group recommended not to limit the geographica scope of the MSIS, but to
encourage dl satisticad offices to participate.

6. A particular topic consdered under this programme eement are the methods and techniques for
the protection of datistical data confidentidity. These are technicaly oriented issues, which concern
some mathematica methods, software, Internet security and other technica tools. While the Conference
reports its activities on data confidentiality under Programme Element 2.1, some organisations report
related activities under Programme Element 2.2 “ Statistical data collection and processing”. Therationd
for thisisthat confidentidity isthe main concern of data providers.

7. The information and communication technology infrastructure can play anew rolein the
internationd Statistical cooperation. While thereisacal for more and broader cooperation, at the same
time, the funds for travel and internationa meetings are limited. The e-mail exchange, web-boards
(electronic discussion groups) and telephone conferences may replace, to certain extent, the persona
meetings, but the contact between expertsis quite important. For example, very few dectronic discussion
groups achieve their gods, because they require abig effort in moderating and stimulating the discussion.
On the other hand, video and Internet conferences may provide sufficient visua and voca contact to
subgtitute for persond meetings. The main reason for their little useis the price of equipment and
communication cogts, but these are favourably changing. Eurogtat has started experimenting with video
and Internet conferences.

. Progr ess being made collectively by organizations towards Member States Objectives
and Outputs

8. A website was established as ajoint undertaking involving nationa statistica offices and
internationa organisations (OECD, Eurogtat, ECE) on IT practicesin nationa dtatistica offices. The
webste sinitid structure will be reviewed after andysis of the first year’ s experience. Therole of
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nationd focd points and the editorid board responsible for the contents have to be specified. The
common pages of the website is hosted by the OECD.

0. The international organisations (Eurostat, OECD, World Bank, IMF, CIS-STAT) progressed
their work on improved Internet-based data collection and dissemination. More work gill remainsto be
accomplished. The ECE has launched interna projectsin this respect recently.

1. Outputsfor the programme dement

(1) Standards and norms of officid gatistics: methodologies, classfications, recommendations and
guiddines, best practices, manuds,
" Websteon T practicesin nationd datistical offices was creeted and the first yearstria will
be completed soon. The coordination has to be formalised, structure reconsidered and the
publicity issue is to be addressed as well.

(i) Surveys and inventories of countries practices and data availability;
The Bureau asked at its October 2002 meeting that the MSIS Steering Group undertake a
survey on IT practices in NSOs and report back to the Bureau. Thiswill be taken up at the
17-19 February meeting on MSIS.

(iii) Data dissemination: statistica databases, publications and webstes,
The recommendations developed under this programme element have impact on
harmonisation of concepts for Satistica databases and dissemination methods through
various kinds of eectronic publications and mainly websites.

(v) Technicad assstance
ECE, together with UNSD, are presently discussing possible cooperation on providing
technical assstance to the CIS countries. A topic under consderation is the management of
technologicd infrastructure for 2010 round of population and housing censuses.

IV.  Suggestionsand recommendationsto the Bureau and/or the Conferencerelated to | and
Il above

10.  The Bureau and the Conference may consider requesting the internationa organisations to report
on the follow-up process to the in-depth review at afuture plenary session (see | above). In particular,
measures should be taken (setting benchmarks, requesting periodic progress reports, etc.) in order to
ensure the continuity and progress of the follow up activities. The Bureau may aso wish to consder the
recommendations coming out of the reviews undertaken by the MSIS Steering Group and MSIS
meetings.

11.  TheBureau and the Conference may wish to unify the way in which the Satigtica data
confidentidity is consdered under Programme Activity 2. Itsincluson under Programme Element 2.2
looks logica, because PE 2.1 covers mostly general and manageria issues of satistica data processing.
Particular topics of technica nature are dedt with under other programme eements.

V. Suggestions for amendmentsto thetext in thelP
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12. Werecommend to extend the objectives of this Programme Element to reflect the follow-up to
the Six priority areas set by the Conference at the 2002 plenary session (seel. above), with a cross-
reference made to other relevant programme e ements.

PE 2.2: STATISTICAL DATA COLLECTION AND PROCESSING
Rapporteur: ECE

l. Important issues that should be brought to the attention of the Bureau and/or the
Conference

13.  Themain concern of the nationd Satistical officesin the field of data collection is the response
burden put on them by the various internationa organisations. From this perspective the Conference
undertook an in-depth review of this Programme Element at its 2002 plenary sesson. The Conference
outlined how gatigicd information systlems may assist in better coordination, data sharing, bringing
benefits back to data providers and mainly in decreasing the response burden. The discussion dso
showed the rlativity of the term “data collection”, because what is collection for one party is
dissemination for the other.

14.  Thedatacollection isfast moving towards eectronic means. This, together with the existence of
globa networks, may open possibilities for integration of respondents and data collectors so that data
disseminated by nationa dtatistica offices become data collected by the international organisations. This
issue, identified within the above-mentioned review, should become one of the priorities for this
Programme Element.

15. Data security is one of the mgjor concerns for dataprovidersat dl levels. It isrecommended to
unify the presentation of activities related to data security, disclosure limitations and other confidentidity
issues under this programme element.

16.  Asdaaqudity isof mgor importance to any data collector, the Conference traditiondly
undertakes discussions related to data quality under this programme eement. In particular, expertsin
datigtica data editing regularly meet for exchange of experience. For severd yearsthey dedt with the
quality indicators and evauation methods for Satistical data editing.

. Progr ess being made collectively by organizations towards Member States Objectives
and Outputs

17.  Theinternaiond organisations work towards the objectives and outputs specified in the
Integrated Presentation. However, a common work programme isto be developed by the various
organi sations towards decreasing response burden and better sharing of data, as requested by the
Conference at its 2002 plenary sesson. Asthe gods are quite ambitious, the development of this work
programme should involve not only internationa secretariats but dso the nationd atistical offices.

18.  The ECE is supporting the preparation of a methodologicd materia on Satigtica data editing, as
requested by the Bureau a couple of years ago.
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1. Outputsfor the programme dement

(i) Standards and norms of officid datistics: methodologies; classfications, recommendations and
guidelines, best practices, manuds;
Methodological materia/guide on qudity indicators and evauation methods for Satistica
data editing.
Proposdsfor IT security sandards for the European Statistical System.

(i) Surveys and inventories of countries’ practices and data availability;
World Bank’ s project on reorganisation of statistical data collection and processng in
the Russian Federation.

(iii) Datadissemination: statistical databases, publications and websites;
Credtion of a secure environment where researchers can access EU’ s microdata for
scientific purposes (Safe Centre).

(iv) Statl stical support for policy analyses work (data collection and processing);
Production of documentation (by Euorgtat) on EDI projects for decison makers, key
partnersin data collection, key technological players such as software houses, EDI
providers and standardisation bodies with aim to incorporate outcomes of these projects
in data collection and processing.
Windows version of IDEO/CN8 (Eurostat)

(v) Technica assgtance
Crossreference: the technical assistance activities to be discussed by UNSD and ECE
under PE 2.1 may have rdaionship to this Programme Element as well.

IV.  Suggestions and recommendationsto the Bureau and/or the Conferencerelated to | and
Il above

19.  Ontheoccason of the review of the structure of the Integrated Presentation that will be carried
out in October 2003, the Bureau may wish to unify the presentation related to Satistical data
confidentiaity (disclosure limitation, data security, etc.) under this Programme Element. The Bureau may
also wish to consder the recommendation spelled out above that the central responsbility for the follow
up to the 2002 in-depth review of PE 2.2 be with PE 2.1.

V. Suggestionsfor amendmentsto thetext in the P

20.  Werecommend to include “the reuse of NSOs standard el ectronic data products by the
internationd organisationswhen it is cost effective and feasble” in the priorities of this Programme
Element — as afollow up to the 2002 review by the Conference. If the Bureau agrees, the presentation
of datisticad data confidentidity, security, disclosure limitation and related issues will be unified under this
programme element, the objectives are to be reviewed in order to reflect the change.
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PE 2.3: DISSEMINATION AND INTERCHANGE OF STATISTICAL INFORMATION
Rapporteur: ECE

l. Important issuesthat should be brought to the attention of the Bureau and/or the
Conference

21.  Thevast mgority of the data dissemination and interchange is expected to be undertaken using
the Internet technologies. The Internet community seems to handle successfully the issues rdlated to the
standardisation, speed, languages, security, which are common to the Internet. Therefore, Satigticians
may focus on issues pecific to the dissemination and exchange of datigtical information — themain
specific issue being the atigticd metadata. In identifying the best practices and developing standards a
due attention should be paid to re-usability of existing data and metadata models. Therefore, standards
and recommendations related to this programme e ements should be genera ones deding with Satistical
functiondities rather than particular technologica details.

22.  Satidicians may have ther particular interest in the XML technology, which, unlikeits
predecessor HTML, alows them to use logica rather than physica structure of multidimensiona
datistica arrays and time series, and thus to implement the agreed data and metadata models in a natura
way. Whileinformaticians dill discuss applicability of XML with respect to various versons of Internet
browsers, statisticians may aready think about the gpplicability of XML to their database applications
using tailor-made software modules or possibly aso existing parsers (software able to process XML).

23.  TheConference, at its 2002 plenary session, asked the internationd organisations to put in place
secure and operational methods and tools for the transmission of sengtive information. The experiences
from the STADIUM/STATEL solution supporting the Generic Statisticd Message (GESMES)/CB
should be considered in this context. Another issue to be taken up by the internationd organisations,
under this programme element, is the request to give both NSOs and other data providers easy accessto
datistics available a the internationa organizations in aform alowing comparisons and usage in nationa
dissemination programmes.

24, In consdering the scope of this Programme Element, its relationship to PE 6.1 “ Dissemination of
dataand coordination of internationa data collection” isdso to be kept in mind. While the PE 6.1
contains al types of atigtica publications (printed, eectronic, websites, etc.), PE 2.3 isfocused on
methods and techniques for dissemination and exchange of gatistica information.

. Progr ess being made collectively by organizations towards Member States Objectives
and Outputs

25.  Vaious projects and initiatives are underway. Eurodtat istraditiondly active in the field of
telematic networks and gatistical EDI, and assumed worldwide leadership in development of standards,
in cooperation with other internationa organisations and aso indudtria consortia. The Generic Satidtical
Message (GESMES) became, thanks to its GESMES/CB version a success story, mainly thanks to the
involvement of the Bank for Internationa Settlements, European Centrd Bank, nationa banks of their
respective member countries and support provided by the OECD and IMF. The data model, which
primarily amed at exchange of aggregated multidimensiond economic time series, may be reused
practicaly for dl kinds of aggregated data, and in many cases dso for microdata. While the origina
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GESMES s arecognised and maintained standard within the EDI standardisation machinery, the
involved national and internationa Statistical agencies crested a GESMES/CB Maintenance Group
(GMWG) mandated to maintain the GESMES/CB subset as an internationa standard. GMWG is
presently incorporated as one of the projects included in the Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange
initigtive.

26. Satidicd Dataand Metadata Exchange (SDMX) initiative represents an important step in the
coordination of the standardisation activities. Four projects are currently undertaken by the SDMX,
which involved initidly IMF, OECD, Eurodtat, BIS, ECB and UNSD. These projectsare: (i) practica
case study on emerging e-standards, (ii) Batch time series data exchange (this indludes GMWG); (iii) A
metadata common vocabulary; and (iv) Metadata repositories.

27. Progress was made in the OECD’ s Nationa Accouts World Wide Exchange (NAWWE)
project. One of the achievementsis the codification scheme for Nationd Accounts data. The
Conference asked, at the 2002 plenary session, to develop a codification scheme for economic time
series. The achievement from the NAWWE project and experience gained by OECD are agood
garting point.

1. Outputsfor the programme eement

(i) Standards and norms of officid dtatistics: methodologies; classfications, recommendations and
guidelines, best practices, manuals
Methodologicd materids and website on dissemination of statistica output to
information media and dissemination of statistica commentary.
Webdte providing reference materids, guides and best practicesin statistical eectronic
data interchange (Www.gesmes.org).

(i) Surveys and inventories of countries practices and data availability
Collection of the best practicesin the fidd of dissemination and interchange of datistica
information among the members of the Conference.
Publishing of the best practices through a common website established by OECD.
Eurostat and ECE.

(i) Data dissemination: statistical databases, publications and websites
The recommendations developed under this programme dement have impact on
harmonisation of concepts for statistica databases and dissemination methods and
techniquesincluding dasscd and dectronic publications.
The ECE s priority is to put in place tools for improved dissemination of satistica data
to al kinds of data users via the website,

(V) Technicd assgtance
Transfer of know-how, with particular attention to the countries which are not in access
to the European Union.

IV.  Suggestionsand recommendationsto the Bureau and/or the Conferencerdated tol and 11
above



CESBUR.2003/19
page 8

28.  TheBureau and the Conference may wish to review a regular intervas the follow-up by the
international organisations with respect to giving access to NSOs and other usersto their satistica data
alowing for international comparisons and with respect to putting in place secure and operationa
methods and tools for the transmission of sengtive information.

V. Suggestions for amendmentsto thetext in theIP

29.  The expected outcomes include the improved web-based dissemination of Satigtica information
by the ECE; output delivery in four SDMX priority areas, methodological materid for NSOs on how to
ded with output to information media (ECE); and implementation of the Data Shop and Data Shop relays
action plan by the EU.

30.  With respect to the follow up to the 2002 discussions of the Conference, we recommend to
include the following priorities for this programme dement: (i) dissemination by internationa organisations
of satistica data, and (ii) standards for eectronic data interchange. With respect to data dissemination a
cross-reference should be included to Programme Element 6.1

PE 2.4 STATISTICAL CLASSIFICATIONS

Rapporteur: Eurostat

l. Important issuesthat should be brought to the attention of the Bureau and/or the
Conference

Convergence between | SSC/NACE and NAICS

31.  Withthe ever-growing acceptance of 1SIC, the fact that North America and Japan are outsde
the system is growing in importance. Therefore, a project has been launched to be carried out under the
adminigtrative arrangements among the United States Office of Management and Budget, Statistics
Canada and Eurostat.

32.  Thepurpose of this project isto bring out greater convergence between NAICS (the North
American Indudtrid Classification System) and NACE (Nomenclature Statistique des Activités
Economiques dans la Communauté Européenne). The project will address questions of feasihility,
consder implications of carrying out the work, and develop specific proposas for changesto foster
convergence.

33. In the conduct of thiswork, an important consderation will be to make the results avalable to
UNSD asamagor input to the planned revision of 1SIC that is to be undertaken by UNSD by 2007.

Classifications for trade in goods statistics

34. While HS 2002 has just entered into force as from 1.1.2002, work is still in progress for the next
revison (1.1.2007).

Classifications for social statistics
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35. No new work in this area has been carried out in this period.
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. Progress made collectively by or ganisations towar ds the stated Obj ectives and
Expected Outputs:

a) Activity and product classifications

36. Eurogtat, UN and other classification owners have arrived a agreement on a common time-
schedule for revisions for the near future of 1ISIC/NACE, NAICS and CPC/CPA etc. and all projects
are progressing on time,

b) ISCO and ESEC

37. ILO has only limited resources to support nationa adaptations to the ISCO-88. A possible
revison of the ISCO-88 is hampered by limited resources available at 1LO and Eurostat and would only
be feasible as along-term project.

38. Progress is being made on creating a European Socio-Economic Classfication. Thiswork is
funded and supported by Eurostat and aso involves active participation of ILO.

Classifications for trade in goods statistics

39. Proposds to amend the HS are examined with DG TAXUD in the WCO framework, with a
view to better reflect satistica requirements that will be integrated in EU Combined Nomenclature (CN).

Classifications for social statistics

40. Due to a shortage of resources, no progress has been madein this area.

1. Outputsfor the programme eement

Classifications for trade in goods statistics

41. Update of HS with a view to modernise this classfication according to new needs for
information. Subsequent adaptation of Combined Nomenclature to reach more consistency in atistica
datafor trade of goods.

IV.  Suggestionsand recommendationsto the Bureau and/or the Conferencerelated to | and
Il above

Classifications NACE, CPA & c.

42.  That the project to bring about convergence be fully supported.

Classifications for social statistics

43. In view of the lack of resources for this activity, it should be consdered whether it should
continue to be included in the report.

V. Suggestions for amendmentsto thetext in the P

44. None
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PE 2.5 STATISTICAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Rapporteur: Eurostat

l. Important issuesthat should be brought to the attention of the Bureau and/or the
Conference

45, Magor developments have taken place in this domain over the last years. Eurogtat has launched
EPROS (European Plan for Research in Officid Statistics), and has inserted it into the E.U. 5th R&D
Framework Programme (1998-2002). In the period, close to 40 (36) research projects in statistics have
been launched, with the mgority being related to officia datidtics.

46. In the methodologicd field, Eurogtat has promoted activities in seasona adjustment, measurement
of data qudlity, data collection, statistical disclosure control, estimation, editing and imputation.

. Progress being made collectively by organisations towards the stated Objectives and
Expected Outputs:

47. Research teams from the E.U. Member States, the on countries and the other associated
countries have been involved in the implementation of R& D actionsin the 5th EU research framework
programme. Most of the NSIs of the Member States are participating. Participation from the accesson
countries and the other associated states has been especialy encouraged.

48. Research in gtatistics has aso been covered in the 6th EU research framework programme,
athough no budget lineis designated specificdly for research in officid datidtics.

49.  Within the research projects launched within the research programmes, synergies are reached
through accompanying measures, networking and clustering projects. In particular transfer and exchange
of knowledge, best practices and technologies is addressed in traditional areas such as statistical
disclosure contral, quaity, business registers, automated data collection and time series andysis. In
particular, possible synergies are addressed in the field of atistica indicators for the New Economy and
in thefidd of metadata

50. Progress have in particular been made in the following fidds:

Classfication & automated classfication

Ex-post survey harmonisation (ECHP)

Meta-data model & harmonisation, Meta-data for data warehouses
Access to new data sources for statistics, such as satdllite data
Automated data collection & integration

Integration of public data sources

Data quality in complex surveys

Digtributed data vaidation

Editing & imputation, Small area estimation, Flash estimates of GDP
Andysis of symbolic data, Object-oriented gpproach to officid atistics
Business cycle andyss

Visud & spatid datamining, Interactive satisticd alas
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Disclosure control - microdata & table

E-learning for satistics

Statidtical indicators for the New Economy (SINE); E-work in the labour force survey,
Innovation eva uation through patents, Indicators for the knowledge based economy
Development of quality data framework (IMF and Eurogtat)

51. In the context of seasona adjustment, the main activities have concerned the development,
dissemination, and implementation of tools to gpply best practices for seasond adjustment inthe ESS. In
order to discuss and promote seasond adjustment methods and tools (Demetra), Eurostat has organised
meetings with participants - mainly from the European NSIs, Centrd Banks, and the USA. Thefifth such
meeting was held in Luxembourg on April 2001 with around 75 participants. In the same time, amore
efficient organisation scheme for the co-ordination of seasona adjustment activities has been proposed
and isgoing to be set up. An internet-based interest group on seasond adjustment methods with more
than 100 registered users, hosting the help desk for seasona adjustment, is organised.

52. In the context of disclosure control, CIF 2.0 software has been developed. It acts as an user
friendly interface for the German GHQUAR system for cdll suppression in tebles. Thisinterface is
currently used in production in Eurotat.

53. Reviews of methods and best practice have been undertaken. Results have been / will be
presented at meetings and conferences listed below.

54.  Animportant Statistical Disclosure Control project (Computational Aspect of Statistical
Confidentidity) has been funded under the 5th Framework Programme. The on going work aims at
providing a software solution (tau/mu ARGUS) for both micro and tabular data integrating the state of art
and the research results undertaken by the consortium bringing together 14 bodies including NSI’s and
academia

55.  Theimplementation of the Regulation 831/2002 on access to confidential data for scientific
purposes (entered into force in June 2002) has started under the supervison on the Confidentiaity
Committee (December 2002 meeting). It includes the setting up of safe center for accessto confidentia
data, anonymisation of targeted micro data sets and the practical organisation arrangements.

56.  Thedefinition of user needs and best practices has been the focus of the workshop on Statistical
Disclosure Control (Eurogtat) in December 2001 and the CEIES seminar on Confidentiaity (Lisbon) in
September 2002 Training courses has been organised for gatisticians from EU Member States and
countries of central and eastern Europe.

57. In the context of data qudity, the Working Group on the Assessment of Quality in Statistics co-
ordinates the methodologica work on the qudity of Satigtica products. Its fifth meeting was organised by
Eurogtat in May 2002. Dedicated task forces on Variance Estimation and Qudity Indicators has been set
up. Severd reference documents on Quality were issued or updated. The interest group "Quality in
Statigtics' has now around 250 members from al over the world, and around 200 documents on qudlity.
The LEG on Qudlity Implementation Group is using this forum as well

58.  Theactivities rdaed to sampling desgn, data collection, editing and imputation, and estimation
concern evauation of methods and tools for improved production of satistics in Eurostat and the
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Member States. A dedicated task force has been set up to provide guidelines for designing surveys for
the production of timely European indicators.

Conferences organised or co-organised:

- NTTS’01 ETK ’01 June 2001, Crete

- Eurogtat/UN-ECE Joint work session on dstatistica data confidentidity, UN/ECE work sesson
on Statistica Confidentidity, 27-28 May 2002, Helsinki.

- The Internationa Conference on Qudlity in Officid Statigics, May 2001, Stockholm, Sweden.

- The Workshop on Statistical Disclosure Control, December 2001, Eurogtat, Luxembourg

- The CEIES seminar on Confidentidity, September 2002, Lisbon

Conferences planned:

- Eurogtat/UN-ECE Joint work session on statistical data confidertiaity, Luxembourg, April 2003

1. Outputsfor the programme dement

59. -

Domain specific qudity reports

Revised verson of the standard document on quality reporting

A handbook on "How To Make A Quadity Report"

Methodological documents on how to assess qudlity (accuracy, geographica comparability,
flash estimates, adminigrative data)

Guiddinefor "Variance Eqimation Methodsin the EU"

Methodologica seminars (model based smdl area estimation techniques, variance estimation
methods, the Demetra software)

Statigtica tools/ software (POULPE, SALOMON, DEMETRA 2.0 Service Pack 1. CIF
v2.0)

Findisation of Regulation 831/2002 on access to confidentia data for scientific purposes
(approved May 2002)

Organisation of TES courses (seasond adjustmert, confidentidity)

IV.  Suggestionsand recommendationsto the Bureau and/or the Conference related to | and

Il above

60.  Theongoing importance of co-operative methodologica and research work with member states
and other organisations needs to be stressed, in reation to the harmonisation requirements of the new
policies (monetary union, information society. ..), globdisation and the need to reach a critical mass.

61.  Asmoretoolsand know-how become available, a stronger importance for technology transfer
has been put. A project has started in 2001 that aims at reinforcing the dissemination, vaorisation and
transgfer of the research outcomes. A large number of suppliers and users from NSIs is expected to

participate

V. Suggestionsfor amendmentsto thetext in thelP

62. None.

PE 2.6 GEOGRAPHICAL AND REGIONAL DATA
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Rapporteur: Eurostat

l. Important issues that should be brought to the attention of the Bureau and/or the
Conference

63.  The second Urban Audit exercise was launched in co-operation with the Regiond Policy DG of
the Commisson. Theinitid results from thiswill be avalable in July 2003 and findised during firs quarter
2004.

64.  Thedaafrom the candidate countriesis now included in the dissemination products of the unit
within a process of continuous qudity improvement during the run-up to accession.

65. The Commisson hasinitiated amgor new initiative for GIS data infrastructure across the EU and
candidate countries (caled "INSPIRE"). Primarily concerned are the services responsible for
Environment, Joint Research Centre and Eurostat.

. Progress being made collectively by organisations towards the stated Objectives and
Expected Outputs

66.  The Council Regulation concerning the NUTS dlassfication is completing the final stages of the
legidative process. The NUTS breakdown for the Candidate Countriesis finalised prior to the forma
commencement of the accession process.

67.  Theinter-depatmenta group on geographicd information within the Commission (COGI)
continues to assure the need for a strategic approach and for a better co-ordination and vishility of
Commission actions rdated to Gl (Geographic Information) and GIS (Geographic information systems).
The"INSPIRE" initiative (g.v.) is providing awider context for the standards for Gl data discussed
within this group.

[11.  Outputsfor the programme eement

68. - Publication of gtatistica yearbook "REGIONS': mid 2003.
- Production of the initia results of the Urban Audit |1 exercise: July 2003
- Dréft legidative proposa for the "INSPIRE" programme: December 2003.

IV.  Suggestionsand recommendations to the Bureau and/or the Conferencerelated to |l and
Il above

69. None

V. Suggestions for amendmentsto thetext in the P
70. None

PE 2.7. HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

Rapporteur: Eurostat
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l. Important issuesthat should be brought to the attention of the Bureau and/or the
Conference

71. In order to support the development of the European Statistical System by the means of training,
Eurostat has awarded a framework contract for training services for three years 2001-2003. This
contract has successfully been implemented for two years and the third has sarted.

72. Faced with a Stuation that the indtitutional set-up of tendering and contracting is not redly
sustainable, large efforts have been undertaken by Member States of the EU to creste along term
solution. A public foundation is being created, with participation of as many as possible Member States,
which should resume & least parts of the implementation of the training programme. This foundation now

legdly exids.

73. Eurostat continues to adapt the course programmes to needs and wishes and takes into account
brand-new parts of the Satistica acquis communautaire.

. Progress being made collectively by organisations towards the stated Objectives and
Expected Outputs

74. During the last years, the training programme “ Training for European Satidticians’ showed a
steady participation with around 30 courses delivered per year with an average participation of 20
persons. The Sze of the programme still seems to be appropriate. The annua programmes were
announced widdly viaasmall brochure (3500 copies). A certain increase has been noted through the
interest of candidate countries and those countries of the Mediterranean region.

75.  Courseswere ddlivered tailor-made for certain countries and insde the countries, thus promoting
European sandards in a variety of regions from NIS to Western Bakan, with afocus on candidates.

1. Outputsfor the programme eement

76.  The course delivered on internationd and nationd level create a high number of trained and
aware people as concerns European statistical standards.

IV.  Suggestionsand recommendationsto the Bureau and/or the Conferencerelated to | and
Il above

77. It is recommended to increase the co-ordination in the fidld of Satigticd training. Astraining on an
internationd leve shdl fill ggps within nationd training schemes and gain synergies, the exchange of
information is an important and basic issue.

V. Suggestions for amendmentsto thetext in the P

78. No suggestion made.
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PE 2.8: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Rapporteur: OECD

l. Important issuesthat should be brought to the attention of the Bureau and/or the
Conference

Key new issues

79.  Theaeaof sustainable development is one where there is substantid experimenta and
preliminary work going forward in a number of nationa and internationd inditutions. The latter have tried
to identify asingle set of indicators, but the concluson was that thisis not a feasible and/or useful target.
In fact, user needs are different in various contexts and there is no scope to try to force them to adopt a
single st of indicators. Therefore, notwithstanding the continuous dia ogue between nationd and
international organisation, the focus has been put in the implementation of concrete plans to produce
good quality gtatigtics, to be subsequently used for calculating indicators.

80.  On the other hand, more atention is now paid to the development of accounting frameworks for
measuring sustainable devel opment, able to take into account the economic, socid and environmentd
dimensons

Gaps

8l. Thereisdill adichotomy between the design of indicators for sustainable development made by
internationd organisations and the availability of good Satistics a nationd level. In addition, thereisan
issue in terms of comparability between indicators used for evauating the Situation of developing and
developed countries. International organisations should continue to push ahead this agenda, both at
politica and technical levels.

82. In the area of accounting frameworks for sustainable development, projects undertaken in some
countries are interesting, but is too early to identify common trends and best practices. In addition, these
experiences are normally addressing two dimensions out of three. Therefore, acomparison of such
experiencesis afirg step to evauate how the research in thisfield could evolve in future. The
publications of the SEEA and the results of the LEG on Socid Accounting Matrixes, chaired by the
Dutch gatigtica office, are important opportunities for promoting more attention to this approach.

Problems

83. More co-ordination is needed between national agencies in charge of sustainable development
and nationa Stetistica offices, a least in some countries. On the other hand, a better co-ordination is
necessary between the UN Commission on sustainable development and internationd organisations
activeinthisfidd. The creation of aUN Intersecretariat Working Group on statistics for sustainable
development could improve such co-ordination.

IV.  Suggestions and recommendations to the Bureau and/or the Conference

84. Mog ingtitutions have commitments to produce reports in the near future. Clearly thisisan area
which needs to be kept under review to discern any emerging consensus or, on the other hand, widdy
divergent gpproaches. Thistopic could be a good candidate for the seminar session of the CES in 2004.



