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REPORT

| NTRODUCTI ON

1. The joint ECE/ OECD/ Eurostat Meeting on National Accounts was held in
Geneva from 26 to 28 April 2000. It was attended by Armenia, Austria,
Azerbaijan, Belgium Bosnia and Herzegovi na, Bul garia, Canada, Cyprus, Czech
Republ i c, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Ceorgia, Germany, G eece,
Hungary, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxenbourg, Netherlands, Norway,
Pol and, Portugal, Republic of Ml dova, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovenia,
Spai n, Sweden, Switzerland, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedoni a,

Ukr ai ne, United Kingdom and United States of America. Japan, Mexico and South
Africa were present under article 11 of the ternms of reference of the United
Nat i ons Econoni ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe. Representatives of the Statistical

O fice of the European Comunity (Eurostat) and the Organisation for Economnic
Co- operation and Devel opnent (OECD) attended. Representatives of the

United Nations Statistical Division, UN Economnmic Commission for Africa
(UNECA), The Statistical Committee of the Conpnweal th of Independent States

and the International Mnetary Fund al so attended.
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2. The provisional agenda was adopt ed.
3. M. Stephen Penneck (United Kingdon) was el ected Chairman

ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE MEETI NG

4, The foll owi ng substantive topics were discussed at the nmeeting on the

basis of invited papers and supporting papers:

(a) VWhat is required for 1993 SNA i npl enentati on?;

(b) FI'SIM — exam ne results of experinmental cal cul ations;
(c) Price and vol ume neasures;

(d) Measur enent of capital stock

(e) Changes in inventories;

(f) I nformation itemns.

5. During the afternoon of 25 April 2000, an informal neeting of nationa

accounts experts fromthe CI'S countries was organi sed by the UN ECE and OECD.

SUMMARY OF THE MAI N CONCLUSI ONS REACHED AT THE MEETI NG

6. Recommendati ons for future work are given below. Oher conclusions that
the participants reached at the nmeeting on the above topics will be presented
(in English only) in a separate report to be prepared after the neeting and
distributed to participants. These conclusions will also be distributed, on

request, to other interested persons.

RECOMVENDED FUTURE WORK

7. The neeting recomended that a Joint ClIS/ECE/ CECD Wrkshop on nationa
accounts, with a focus on issues of interest to the CIS countries be organised
in a ClS country in 2001. The Workshop would be open to all nenber countries

of the three organisations.
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8. The neeting al so recomended that a further Joint ECE/ OECD/ Eur ost at
nmeeting be organised in the spring of 2002 in Ceneva. The follow ng
substantive topics were considered of greatest interest for possible inclusion

in the agenda of the next neeting on national accounts:

(a) Policy uses of national accounts;

(b) Quality and reliability of national accounts;

(c) I mplications of the new handbooks on CPI and PPl on nationa
accounts;

(d) Quarterly national accounts(consistency of tine series, seasona
adj ustments, early estimates);

(e) Supply and use tables: practical application

(f) Capital investment(including software);

(9) Price and vol ume neasures of services.

9. The neeting recomended that the ECE secretariat in co-operation with

ot her international organisations undertake the follow ng surveys:

(a) Met hods used for producing early(advance) statistical estimates;

(b) Best practices in estimating service lives of fixed assets;

(c) Update the volune on Inventory of National Practices in Estimating
Hi dden and Informal Economic Activities for National Accounts
publ i shed by the ECE secretariat in 1993.



