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Note by the Secretariat

Addendum

Summary

This note provides information on the outcome lué tn-depth review of
population projections, carried out by the Bureduhe Conference of European
Statisticians in October 2014.

The in-depth review paper (ECE/CES/2015/8), prepéme Canada and the
United Kingdom, summarises international stati$tadivities related to population
projections, identifies issues and challenges, amakes recommendations on
possible follow-up actions in the area.

The outcome of the in-depth review is submittedthe Conference for
endorsement.
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I ntroduction

1. Each year, the Bureau of the Conference of Euroj®atisticians (CES) reviews
selected statistical areas in depth. The purposeeofeviews is to improve coordination of
statistical activities in the region of the UnitBidtions Economic Commission for Europe
(UNECE), identify gaps or duplication of work, aratidress emerging issues. These
reviews focus on strategic issues and highlightceams of statistical offices of both a
conceptual and coordinating nature.

I n-depth review discussion and decisions by the Bureau

2. The Bureau carried out an in-depth review of papataprojections in October
2014 based on the paper by Canada and the Unitegd&m (provided as document
ECE/CES/2015/8).

3. The following points were raised in the discussabthe CES Bureau meeting:

(@) Various national and international institutiggreduce an increasing number
of population projections. These often lead to edéht results depending on the
methodology and assumptions used, especially coimgemigration;

(b) Communication with policymakers, media and othisers of population
projections is very important. When releasing derapgic projections, clear information
should be included about the methodology, assump@md scenarios, and how the results
can be used;

(c) A collection of good practices on communicatgpulation projections to
users, including communicating uncertainty, woutd useful, as there is limited material
available in this area;

(d) It was proposed the Secretariat set up a dsg¢alvéth metadata about national
and international population projections. OECD idling to share its information on
population projections for this purpose;

(e) Eurostat confirmed its support to the regutantj Eurostat-UNECE expert
meetings on demographic projections. The meetinggige a forum to discuss the related
technical issues but also to connect producersiaes of demographic projections.

4, The Bureau decided to set up a task force on ptipnlarojections to carry out the
following tasks: (i) Prepare a collection of goorhgtices on communicating population
projections to users; (ii) Provide guidance on ¢séablishment of a UNECE database of
metadata about national and international populafimjections. The Bureau asked the
Secretariat to draft the terms of reference fortéis& force.

5. As a follow-up, the CES Bureau discussed and amgltive terms of reference for a
Task Force on Population Projections in Februatys2@ee Annex ).

Proposal for the Conference

6. The Conference of European Statisticians is invite@ndorse the outcome of the
in-depth review of population projections, and taiae of the in-depth review paper by
Canada and the United Kingdom (ECE/CES/2015/8).
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Annex |

Terms of Reference of a Task Force on Population
Projections

Background

1. The UNECE has been active in the field of demogiajpinojections for over 20
years, organizing expert meetings jointly with Esied in Mondorf-les-Bains (1994),
Perugia (1999), Vienna (2005), Bucharest (2008b&n (2010), and Rome (2013).

2. In October 2014, the Bureau of the Conference abpean Statisticians (CES)
conducted an in-depth review of population profmtdion the basis of a document prepared
by Canada and the United Kingdom (doc. ECE/CES/BROR4/OCT/2) and notes by
UNECE (2 Add.1) and Turkey by (2 Add.2). The revidacument presented an overview
of issues and challenges related to national aednational statistical activities in the field
of population projections, and put forward someoremendations for the international
statistical community.

3. Following the discussion of the document, the CESeBu decided to set up a Task
Force on population projections to carry out théofeing tasks: (i) Prepare a collection of
good practices on communicating population progeito users; (ii) Provide guidance on
the establishment of a UNECE database of metadatateanational and international

population projections. The CES Bureau also re@dete Secretariat to draft the terms of
reference for the Task Force (Bureau report, ECE/IBBR/2014/0CT/28).

Mandate

4, The work of the Task Force is conducted within ftEamework of CES and its
Bureau. The Task Force is created for a period 264b to 2017.

Objectives

5. The main objective of the Task Force is to (a) mtathe sharing of good practices
on communicating population projections and (b)atwemechanisms for collecting and
disseminating metadata on national and internatjemaulation projections.

Planned activities and outputs

6. The Task Force will:

(a) Prepare a collection of good practices on conicating population
projections to policymakers, media and other uségojections. The expected output is a
publication in electronic and possibly in printedrhat;

(b)  Guide the Secretariat in establishing a UNEGiEabase of metadata about
national and international population projectionBe expected output is a database hosted
by UNECE (structure and technical platform depegdin available resources).
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7. For objective (a) — collection of good practicethe Task Force will start its work
by collecting all available material on the comnuation between producers of population
projections (focusing on NSOs and International @Digations) and various categories of
users, including in particular policymakers and thedia. The material would refer to the
release of the results of demographic projectiansjuding information about the
methodology, assumptions and scenarios and howethdts can be used. Examples of
other types of communication between producersuseds of population projections, such
as for instance consultations on users’ needs artti&r satisfaction, would also be
considered.

8. The collection of relevant material and informatiasil be based on an internet
research and a short questionnaire (to be designélte Task Force) to be sent to the NSls
of UNECE countries. The Task Force will review tbalected material, identify good
practices to be considered as useful examplesofantdes, elaborate on them, and prepare
a report containing a series of recommendations. Tidsk Force should also be responsible
for the promation of the final report through camfieces/publications within the limits of
available resources.

9. For objective (b) — database of metadata about lptipn projections — the Task
Force will provide guidance on the following issue

(@) selecting the type of information to be incldde the database, taking into
account its availability (giving priority to the foarmation available from OECD, UN
Population Division, Eurostat and possibly otheteinational organizations), relevance,
and suitability for presentation in a database;

(b) identifying types of views, queries and othetputs of the database;
(c)  establishing mechanisms for regular updatinthefdatabase;
(d)  promoting the new database when it is launched.

10. For the collection of the material to be includedthe database (metadata and
possibly other material) the Task Force will usenagch as possible material available
online. Additional material will be collected frooountries for objective (a).

11. The mandate of the Task Force will be limited totaie types of population
projections only, although recommendations couldll vextend to several types of
projections not covered explicitly. The followingpes of projections should be considered
within the scope of the Task Force:

(@) Projections made at the national or major majiogeography level
(projections for local/small scale geographies shbe considered out of scope of the Task
Force);

(b)  Projections of population structure by age sex, and possibly selected key
variables, such as country of birth (other typeprofections such as household projections,
labour force projections, etc. should be considergdf the scope of the Task Force).

12. The UNECE Secretariat will set up the databasdsoweb infrastructure.

V. Timetable

13. For objective (a) — collection of good practiceghe tentative timetable is the
following:
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Fek-Apr 2015

May-Jur 2015
Jul-Sef 2015
Oci-Dec2015

Jar-Mar 2016

Apr-Jun2016

Jul-Sep201¢

Ser 2016

Oci-Dec 2016

Jan-June 2017

Collection of materia(inputs by Task Force members, internet rese
Design of questionnaire for sun

Online survey carried out by UNE(
Analysis by Task Force of material collec

Selection of good practict
Elaboration by Tas Force and draft outline of the collect

Preparation of the draft collection of good praa

Consultation of the draft collection of good practic with experts
possibly discussed at the Eurostat-UNECE Work $assin Demographic
Projection (tentatively planned in April 201

Finalizatior of the draft collection of good practic

Submssion o'the draftcollection of good practic to the CES Buret

Revision and finalisation othe collection of good practict to take intc
account comments by the Bureau
Electronic consultation among CES mem

Finalisation and submission of tHeation of good practices to the June
2017 CES plenary session for endorsement

14. For objective (b) — database of metadata abouegtiops — the tentative timetable

is the following:

Felk-Apr 2015
May-Jur 2015
May-Sef 2015

Oci-Dec2015

Jar-Apr 2016

May-Jun2016

Jul-Sep201¢

Selection of type of information to be includedhe databa:s
Collection of data from countries, through onlinevey
Definition of structure of the database and tecinitatform (by UNECE

Preparation ofunctioning prototype versis, for testing

Testing of the prototype datab, andpossibe preseratior at Euroste-
UNECE Work Session on Demographic Projections @térely planned in
April 2016,

Finalisation of the databa

Final version launche
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VI.

VII.

M ethods of work

15. The Task Force will primarily work via email andephone conferences. The Task
Force may have face-to-face meetings on the oata$imeetings attended by a significant
number of Task Force members, such as the EurdBIBEE Work Session on
Demographic Projections or the Eurostat WorkingyPan Demographic Projections.

Member ship

16. The following countries and organizations expregséerest in participating in the
Task Force: Canada (Chair), Italy, Mexico, Portu@ateden, Switzerland, Turkey, United
Kingdom, Eurostat, United Nations Population Dieisi and UNECE. The UNECE
Secretariat and Task Force members may invite iaddilt countries to participate in the
work, including possibly countries beyond the UNE@Hgion.

17. UNECE acts as Secretariat to the Task Force.




