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Summary

This paper focuses on the process of the develdpmithe global indicator
framework for the Post-2015 Development Agendanftirms the Conference of European
Statisticians on the activities of the Friends toé {Chair group on broader measures of
progress, and the inter-governmental negotiationts work on the indicator framework.
The paper concludes by considering briefly the waitkad.

The paper is presented for discussion to the sesesmdion of the Conference of
European Statisticians’ seminar “Response by afficstatistics to the Sustainable
Development Goals”.
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! This paper focuses exclusively on the proceskeflievelopment of the global indicator framework
for the Post-2015 Development Agenda. It will ndbrm about the process on financing for
development, nor will it cover related work on thega revolution, big data and a transformative
agenda for official statistics, statistical capaditilding etc.
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I. First phase: the activities of the Friends of the Chair group
on broader measures of progress

1. The possibility of an indicator framework for thed®-2015 Development Agenda
and related mechanisms for its implementation vitelly considered by the Friends of
the Chair group of the United Nations Statisticah@nission (UNSC) on broader measures
of progress.

2. At its forty-fourth session, in March 2013, the t&tical Commission established
the Friends of the Chair group (FOC) on broadersuiess of progress (decision 44/114) as
a response to the request of the United Nationdefemce on Sustainable Development
(Rio+20 Conference) to launch a programme of warkbooader measures of progress to
complement GDP in order to better inform policy idems. The group was also requested
to monitor closely the ongoing debate on develogrrameworks and to keep the Bureau
of the Statistical Commission informed. The groupsvexpected to undertake an active
dialogue with United Nations bodies and the poBppere in order to ensure that a robust
statistical measurement approach be incorporated fhe outset, in preparations for the
Post-2015 Development Agenda.

3. Since its inception, FOC conducted the followingiaiies through a very active
participation and extensive work by all its membargl with the support of the United
Nations Statistics Division:

€)) May 2013: The FOC website was launched to igeoinformation and a
platform for the ongoing work of the FOC, reflegfithe commitment of the group to
operate in an open, transparent and inclusive nmanne

(b)  July-October 2013: The FOC reviewed the repbthe High-Level Panel of
Eminent Persons (HLP Report) from the point of viefaits implications for statistical
work;

(c) September 2013 - March 2014: The FOC contithub the drafting of a
compendium of 29 statistical notes that were predido the Open Working Group on
Sustainable Development Goals (OWG) as input todiéerations on the sustainable
development goals (SDGs). The statistical notesevezafted under the auspices of the
FOC by experts from many national statistical &$cand international organizations,
under the coordination of the United Nations Stiati$ Division;

(d)  December 2013: FOC finalized its first reptorthe Statistical Commission,
presenting a stocktaking exercise of current natimegional and international practices on
broader measures of progress and discussing tepguts for and the way forward towards
a technically solid and globally agreed set of meas of progress and the measuring and
monitoring of the goals of the Post-2015 DevelopméAgenda. A separate section
presented key messages for policy makers, propfmallse further involvement of official
statisticians in the ongoing debate and processesmrtls a Post-2015 Development
Agenda, and proposals to carry out the work prognaran broader measures of progress;

(e) 17 December 2013: FOC contributed to the drgdion and conduct of an
informal session of the OWG on measuring progress;

4] March-April 2014: FOC provided comments on thdicator proposal of the
Sustainable Development Solution Network (SDSNY an initial assessment of the 100
proposed indicators in terms of measurability, Hame a consultation with FOC members
and international organizations;

(g0 June 2014: FOC provided the OWG Co-Chairs witimatching between
available indicators and the targets contained hea ©OWG’'s “Zero draft,” and an
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assessment of the broad data availability for thedieators in countries. This input was
partly based on the FOC’s work on the SDSN indicptoposal;

(h)  September 2014: The United Nations Statistiggision in New York
presented a note to the Committee for the Cooridinaitf Statistical Activities on the work
on the indicator framework for the Post-2015 Depealent Agenda informing about the
possible arrangements for the development of tilieator framework;

0] September 2014 - January 2015: FOC developedcanducted a survey (i)
to complete the compendium of national practicebrmader measures of progress and (ii)
to obtain information on the availability of datar findicators to measure the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and the associated 103tasulve targets proposed by the
OWG (the targets on means of implementation wereimduded). The results of the
survey, in which 91 countries participated, werespnted in two background documents to
the forty-sixth session of the Statistical Comnuasi

0] December 2014: FOC finalized its second reptwt the Statistical
Commission providing a roadmap and timetable fer development and implementation
of the global indicator framework for the goals aadyets of the Post-2015 Development
Agenda.

4, The work of the FOC was instrumental in creatinguamess and recognition by the
intergovernmental process on the Post-2015 Devedopiygenda of the role of the global
statistical community and the Statistical Commissias its main intergovernmental body,
in the preparation of the indicator framework fbetgoals and targets of the Post-2015
Development Agenda. Furthermore, FOC did importpnéparatory work for the
development of the indicator framework and creatsdreness for this task among national
statistical offices in countries.

Second phase: | nter-gover nmental negotiations and work on
theindicator framework

5. In December 2014, the General Assembly launthegrocess for the negotiations
on the Post-2015 Development Agenda and, in itelugen 69/L.46, decided that the

proposal by the Open Working Group on Sustainaldeeldpment Goals would be the
main basis for integrating sustainable developngeats into the Post-2015 Development
Agenda. This marked the beginning of the final ghafsthe work in preparation of the new
development agenda and its goals and targets.ollbging activities on the preparation of

the indicators have taken place since then:

€) December 2014-January 2015: In their lettet®December 2014, the Co-
facilitators of the intergovernmental negotiaticors the Post-2015 Development Agenda
requested the United Nations Statistical Commissioprovide a provisional proposal in
relation to indicators for sustainable developnmgodls and targets, to be discussed as an
input to the intergovernmental negotiations atséssion of 23-27 March 2015. In her
response to the Co-facilitators, the Acting Chdithe Statistical Commission confirmed
that the UNSC would provide the necessary stagisgapport for the elaboration of the
Post-2015 Development Agenda, while also expresiiegconcerns of Members of the
Commission regarding the enormous challenge thiarge number of indicators would
pose for national statistical systems. Also, thércChair of the UNSC indicated that any
preliminary proposal would need to allow for allguired technical adjustments and
completion at a later date;

(b)  January-March 2015: National statistical afficof all United Nations
Member States were contacted by the United NatBiasstics Division as the Secretariat
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of the Statistical Commission, to provide theittialiassessment of the over 300 proposed
provisional indicators. Seventy countries replied this request. The 304 proposed
provisional indicators were compiled from submissioof experts from international
agencies, organized as clusters under each gosbdban the cluster structure of the
Technical Support Team for the Open Working Grons®Gs;

(c)  25-26 February 2015: An Expert Group Meetimgtioe indicator framework
for the Post-2015 Development Agenda (EGM) brougggether participants from
countries, agencies, funds and programmes, andona&gicommissions as well as
representatives from civil society, academia anuin@aent Missions to the United Nations.
The meeting made important recommendations for daeelopment of the indicator
framework that were provided to the forty-sixthsien of the Statistical Commission the
following week;

(d) 3-6 March 2015: The Commission, at its fortytts session (3-6 March
2015), endorsed the roadmap for the developmentrapiémentation of a global indicator
framework and, in particular, the formation of finéer-agency and Expert Group on SDG
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), to be tasked with fully ééaping a proposal for the indicator
framework for the monitoring of the goals and tasgef the Post-2015 Development
Agenda at the global level, under the leadershifh@hational statistical offices, in an open
and transparent manner. The Commission also ertidise suggested timetable that
foresees the presentation by the IAEG-SDGs of dicator framework at the forty-seventh
session of the Commission in March 2016 for itseevand approval;

(e) 23-24 March 2015: At a session of the inteegnmnental negotiations on
indicators, Member States reviewed and discussedtabhnical report by the United
Nations Statistical Commission presenting the pmelary and indicative indicators
proposed by experts of the United Nations system teir assessment by national
statistical offices (see above). FOC assisted i@ dhafting of this report. At the
intergovernmental negotiations, Member States esgeict overall great appreciation for the
work done by the statistical community and welcontetitechnical report by the Statistical
Commission. Member States also supported the rgadamaendorsed by the Statistical
Commission for the development of the indicator nfeavork for the Post-2015
Development Agenda and the establishment of tre-bjency and Expert Group on SDG
indicators (IAEG-SDGSs);

4] 21 May 2015: The Chair of the United Natiortatftical Commission, Mr.
John Pullinger, addressed the intergovernmental otigipns on the Post-2015
Development Agenda to provide an update on the gsodo develop an indicator
framework for the goals and targets of the agemdlahis statement, Mr. Pullinger re-
assured Member States that the development oflthelgindicator framework would be
fully based on goals and targets as presenteceingghort of the Open Working Group on
Sustainable Development Goals (OWG) and reviewedinglu these ongoing
intergovernmental negotiations and endorsed aHigh-level summit in September 2015
(see http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/2015/05/27/updaygrocess-to-develop-indicator-
framework/); John Pullinger is expected to presentipdate on the progress of work on the
indicators in one of the July sessions of the gugernmental negotiations;

()  1-2 June 2015: The main objectives of the fingeting of the IAEG-SDGS
were to set-up the process for the developmertefridicator framework, develop a work
plan and agree on the way forward, establish ththads of work of the group, and to
discuss technical issues, including the interlirdsagcross targets and data disaggregation.
As an input to this meeting and based on the Init&&essment of proposed provisional
indicators by Member States in February/March (sbeve), the Statistics Division
prepared a compilation of indicator proposed byrédevant agencies and related metadata.
The Annex contains the draft conclusions of thetingg
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(h) 2 June 2015: The zero draft of the outcomeudwmt for the UN Summit in
September 2015 was made available. This zero westprovided by the Co-Facilitators of
the intergovernmental negotiations on the Post-2D&velopment Agenda to facilitate
preparations for the next intergovernmental negotia scheduled for 22-25 June 2015.
The following four points should be highlighted, ialn are of particular relevance to the
preparation of the indicator framework:

0] In its introduction (page 2), the heads oftStand Government of the
193 member States of the United Nations reitefad® ‘poverty eradication is the
greatest global challenge and an indispensable irsment for sustainable
development.” Member States intend “between now 20@D, to end poverty and
hunger once and for all; combat inequalities; teuea the lasting protection of the
planet and its resources; and to create conditfonssustainable, inclusive and
sustained economic growth and shared prosperityrthErmore, member States
“pledge that nobody will be left behind”. Thesetstaents constitute the essence of
what Member States intend to accomplish;

(i) In section I. - Sustainable Development Goatsl targets (page 7), it
is stated that quality disaggregated data will beded to help with the measurement
of progress. Member States agree to intensify tbifarts to strengthen statistical
capacity in developing countries, particularly tedsveloped countries and other
countries in special situations.

(i) In section I. - Sustainable Development Goahd targets (page 8), it
is stated that the goals and targets will be foldwap and reviewed using a set of
global indicators which will be developed by theHB-SDGs and will be finalized
by March 2016 under the guidance of the Economit $ocial Council and the UN
Statistical Commission;

(iv) In section lll. - Follow-up and Review (pa@®), it is stated that
follow-up and reviews at the High-level Politicabieim would be informed by the
Global Sustainable Development Report. A separateid SDG Progress Report
will be prepared by the UN Inter-agency and Expg@roup on SDG indicators,
based on data from national statistical systems.

Thework ahead

6. The work for the development of the global imdds framework will bring together
representatives of national statistical systemthasofficial members of the IAEG-SDGs,
with the contribution by experts from the interpatl statistical system, including from
international agencies, regional commissions ah@rogntities, and by experts from civil
society, academia and other stakeholders.
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Annex

Draft Conclusions of the first M eeting of the I nter-agency
and Expert Group on the Sustainable Development Goal
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs) New York, 1-2 June 2015

Below are the main conclusions of the meeting. £aitkd technical meeting report will
follow.

The IAEG-SDGs:

1. Recalled the guidance provided by Member Statéseatlarch meeting of the inter-
governmental negotiations that indicators mustatliyerespond to the goals and targets
agreed in the Open Working Group and their levedmbition; must not undermine or re-
interpret the targets; must cover all targets,udirlg targets on means of implementation
and give equal weight to all targets; must maintam balance achieved, and should not
introduce any new or contentious issues; furtheemdtinere also appeared to be broad
agreement among Member States that the numbeolodighdicators should be limited and
should include multi-purpose indicators that adslissveral targets at the same time.

2. Recalled the results of the Expert Group Meetinghenindicator framework for the
Post-2015 Development Agenda, New York, 25-26 Fadyr@015 in respect to the design
of the indicator framework and the criteria of icatior selection, and agreed to take those
criteria into account and to follow a framework eggech in its work; recognized that, while
the number of global indicators must be limitedmsotargets might require multiple
indicators to measure its different aspects; reeghthe need to systematically address the
issue of disaggregation, and to leave no one behind

3. Recalled that the IAEG-SDGs, according to its Teoh&eference, will develop a
proposal for an indicator framework and a listridicators for the monitoring of the goals
and targets of the Post-2015 Development Agendhaeaglobal level; its proposal will be
considered for adoption by the Statistical Commissit its 4% session in March 2016 and
later presented to the designated political interegnmental process for its consideration.

4, Stressed that the role of the IAEG-SDGs membersldhaclude consultation and
coordination within their own national statistilstem, and should also include reaching
out to the countries in their respective region amb-regions; following the practice during
this first meeting, the IAEG-SDGs will also congidmntributions by observers; stressed
the important contributions of the regional comnaiss and regional and international
agencies, in particular as entities responsible¢iercompilation of indicators at the global
level and/or for the conceptual and methodologitalelopment in their specific areas of
work based on their existing mandates and willtenthem to contribute their expertise
during its consultations; stressed the importamttrdoutions of Major Groups and other
stakeholders in the indicator development procemsd will ensure their further
involvement through an appropriate channel of cthagans.

5. Agreed that the invitation to all members of th&el&SDGs and meeting materials
need to be provided sufficiently ahead of the nmgetio allow the attendance of the
technical experts of all members and sufficienktiior the review of the materials.

6. Agreed that the draft meeting conclusions will lmtsto all members for their
review.
7. Requested that the information on the activitiethefIAEG-SDGs be available in a

fully transparent manner to all Member States amdognized in this context the
establishment of a website on SDG indicators (fttpstats.un.org/sdgs/); this website will



ECE/CES/2015/36

contain all documents of the meeting, extensiveadett and all inputs and statements
contributed during the meeting, and will be reglylapdated.

8. In order to conduct its work efficiently and inienély manner, agreed to establish
two discussion streams to which all members of IAEG-SDGs are invited and

encouraged to participate: the first one focusingconceptual frameworks and indicator
concepts and definitions, and a second one focusingdentifying interlinkages among
indicators across goals and targets.

9. Agreed to invite members of the IAEG-SDGs to expréeir interest to lead as
facilitators the work of the two discussion streaand noted the offers of the Philippines to
facilitate the first and of Italy to facilitate tlsecond discussion stream.

10. Stressed that the two co-chairs of the IAEG-SDGasukh act in a neutral and
impartial way, and following the established preesi of the Statistical Commission, refrain
from stressing and promoting their own views ardllifate the discussion allowing for all
members of the group to fully participate in theagdission.

11. Requested the Secretariat to provide by 23 Jundl @&Xplanation of the contents
and rationale of the two lists of indicators thadrevprovided as inputs for the discussions,
and to make available the list of proposals incomppg any additional inputs or
corrections received at the meeting; requeste@dueetariat to clarify how the lists took in
full consideration the assessment of preliminarg amdicative indicators conducted in
February/March 2015 that was presented in a teahmieport by the UN Statistical
Commission to the inter-governmental negotiationsMarch 2015 and in which 70
countries participated.

12. Requested the Secretariat to provide as soon ahfoa refined tentative timeline
and work plan which will consider sufficient timerfboth discussion streams to conclude
their work and, if feasible, provide a first congtibn of possible indicators for a global
indicator framework, allow a second round of cotaidn and provide an updated
compilation of possible indicators four weeks ahe&dhe second meeting of the IAEG-
SDGs.

13. Agreed that the next meeting of the IAEG-SDGs stidngl a three-day meeting and
would be tentatively scheduled for 26-28 Octobet320

14. Agreed that the proposal for a global indicatonfeavork will be finalized by the
end of November for a timely submission to th& 4@ssion of the Statistical Commission
in March 2016.

15. Requested the Secretariat to set-up an electrofimboration platform to facilitate
the work of the IAEG-SDGs ensuring the opportunitequal participation of all members.




