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Response by official statisticsto the Sustainable Development Goals

Role of the Statistical Officein Sloveniain defining and
reporting of different setsof indicators

Note by the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia

Summary

The paper introduces Slovenia’s experience with sméag well-being and
issues relating to Sustainable Development Godle. daper describes the process
of defining a national set of well-being indicatousing the “Conference of
European Statisticians’ Recommendations on Meag8ustainable Development”.
The Statistical Office of the Republic of Sloverdaveloped the national set in
collaboration with the Institute for Macroeconomfmalysis and Development,
Environmental Agency and National Institute for kautHealth. The paper also
touches upon the work of a national inter-governiaeworking group which is
preparing and reviewing Slovenian input to the Opéarking Group on Sustainable
Development Goals.

The paper is presented for discussion to the Center of European
Statisticians’ first session of the seminar “Reseotby official statistics to the
Sustainable Development Goals”.
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Measuring well-being in Slovenia

1. In 2012, the initiative to measure well-being im®&nia was launched by the
Institute for Macroeconomic Analysis and Developinefror the implementation of the
project a consortium of four institutions was elB#hted, including the Institute for
Macroeconomic Analysis and Development, the Ste#iktOffice of the Republic of
Slovenia (SORS), National Institute for Public Headnd the Slovenian Environment
Agency.

2. The project aimed at developing indicators of viaing in Slovenia taking into
account the data needs of different groups of &@lkers: policymakers, journalists,
researchers and general public. This approachresjtiie readiness to use different levels
of communication ranging from an easily understbfelavisual presentation and short
written explanations of trends to thorough thecedtand methodological descriptions.

Concept of well-being, sustainable development and links
between both

3. The theoretical background of well-being in thertiture is expressed as prosperity,
well-being and quality of life which as a rule app@as synonyms and include a wide range
of factors. The scope of well-being is interdisitipty covering various scientific fields
(economy, sociology, psychology, medicine, etmy & deals with the people's lives, their
feelings and issues affecting them.

4. Here the “definition” of sustainable developmentdirived from the Brundtland
report which defines sustainable development asveldpment which meets the needs of
the present generation without compromising thétgluf future generations to meet their
needs.

5. Although the concepts of well-being and sustainaleieelopment are fundamentally
different, in recent years the interconnections bafth concepts were studied and
implemented in theory and in practice.

6. In determining the concept of measuring well-being Slovenia, the existing
concept of well-being was extended with elementsswdtainability. This means that
Slovenia established a system of indicators cogealhimportant factors of well-being of
the current generation, with some selected indisateeasuring also the potential for the
well-being of future generations.

7. Three main dimensions of well-being were identified

(@ The dimension of material well-being included, addition to income,
indicators that measure the living standards. $b atonsiders unemployment, although
unemployment may also be an indicator of social-lmeing as a key element of social
cohesion;

(b)  The dimension of social well-being includedaimgible indicators measuring
subjective well-being of individuals;

(c) The dimension of environment is based on aesystalled environmental
well-being which combines elements of the localiemment and the sustainability of
well-being and includes natural resources dirdatked to human well-being.

8. Each main dimension includes subsections; namelienmaé well-being includes
subsections on income, wealth and economic secupibyerty and social exclusion,
consumption, work, employment and housing. Sociall-being includes subsections on
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life satisfaction, health, education, social enniment, personal safety, communication,
culture and leisure. Environmental well-being cetssiof subsections on land and
ecosystems, air, water, climate, energy resounmasgnergy resources and waste.

9. The Conference of the European Satisticians Recommendations on Measuring
Sustainable Development (CES Recommendations) supported the discussion about the
conceptual framework for the well-being indicatorsSlovenia. The Slovenian team cross-
checked their draft list of indicators with the s#t indicators proposed by the CES
Recommendations and found that 13 out of 20 leadidgcators proposed in Slovenia
matched with the indicators of the small set ofritficators in the CES Recommendations.
In further discussions and refinements of well-geindicators for Slovenia, the CES
Recommendations were used as a valuable methodalagiide and reference point.

Role of the national statistical office and other partners

10. The set of well-being indicators in Slovenia wasakkshed on the basis of the
following criteria:

(a) Expressive power of the indicator;
(b) General awareness and sound methodologicalsteuof the indicator; and
(c) Availability of data.

11. For some aspects of well-being appropriate indisateere not found and they were
replaced with proxies. This was the case mainlytlierindicators of economic security and
economic and financial capital in the dimensionradterial well-being, as well as for time
use and social climate indicators in the dimensmh social well-being. As the
methodological knowledge and data availability ioy@, more relevant indicators will be
gradually acquired to replace the proxies. At thenmant, one headline indicator and a
number of supportive indicators (from 1 to 8 indiara) were selected for each subsection.

12. Data sources for the indicators vary. The majooitydata was in fact the official

statistical data produced by SORS, some of them offisial statistics produced by

National Institute for Public Health which is th&éher national authority responsible for the
development, production and dissemination of dtesis Other data sources were:
Slovenian Environment Agency, Public Opinion and sslaCommunication Research
Centre and its Slovenian Public Opinion Survey,lieu®pinion and Mass Communication
Research Centre and its European Social Surveye &ection Commission, National

Assembly, Agricultural Institute of Slovenia andmitry for Foreign Affairs of Slovenia.

13. Although data sources were mixed, the role of S@QRfe group was strong not
only as a data provider but also because of thepoeimensive methodological knowledge
and systematic approach to data disseminationirmpertant input of other partners of the
group was, beside the preparation of non-statistiata, writing the expert comments and
judgments about the indicator trends linked to therent policies and strategies in
Slovenia.

14. Data sets and graphical presentations were prefareach indicator, together with
comments about the trends and evaluation of timel$re positive, negative, neutral.

15.  Furthermore, methodological information sheet waspared for each indicator
containing the indicator ID, definition, interpréta and rationale for the indicator
selection, dimension and distribution, data soumc8lovenia, data source of international
comparison data, proposals for improvement, refssgiand contact person(s).

16. After nearly two years of work the group presertasl results of the project on the
website http://www.kazalniki-blaginje.gov.si/ (alable for now only in Slovene). Well-
being indicators for Slovenia are divided in threain sections, 20 subsections with 20
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headline indicators and 72 supportive indicatorgtviprovide an overall description of the
living standards and quality of life in the societyd considering the environment.

Pilot testing of CES Recommendations

17. SORS participated in the pilot testing of the CE&®é&mmendations on Measuring
Sustainable Development. The list of well-beingi¢atbrs for Slovenia was compared to
the recommended list of indicators. There is angtfroverlap of many themes such as
health, labour, education, physical safety, trusd @nstitutions. It was established that
Slovenia produces 66% of the CES indicators ant ttiex majority of the indicators are

produced by SORS.

National inter-gover nmental Sustainable Development Goals
working group

18. In 2014, SORS was involved in the work of a natidnger-governmental working
group which was preparing and reviewing the Sloaennput to the Open Working Group
on Sustainable Development Goals. This enabledstatstical Office of the Republic of
Slovenia to have a broad overview and influenalénprocess of establishing different sets
of indicators, as well as to have an early indaratf data availability and new data needs.

Conclusion

19. The paper described how the CES Recommendatiores apglied in the project of
establishing Slovenian well-being indicators. Th&SC Recommendations provided a
valuable methodological guide and reference paiming this work. The role of SORS in
the project was related not only to statisticabdait also to the methodological support and
cooperation with non-official data producers. Th@eariences from the project are very
positive and could serve as a good practice alshanfuture as long as the roles of the
partners are clearly defined and limitations retgubc



