How to make a story out of
statistics: The will and the skill
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The statistical food-chain

 Raw data

* Numbers

* Tables/figures

* Text (elevator "stories")

* Scientific analysis Popular analysis
Storytelling
Feature in media
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The will and the skill:

* Analysis
* Popularization
* Dissemination
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Samfunnsspeillet

...x/

Blir tidene
snart lettere h_:ﬂm?




Economic Analysis

3/2003

4/2003
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Statistical Analysis

IKT-Farometer 2001
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Statistics Norway’s Magazine

<} Statistics Norway: Magazine - Microsoft Internet Explorer =101 =]

J Fil Rediger Mis Fawvoritber Verktgy  Hielp ﬁ
J oA Tibake = =% - @ ﬁ | @5¢k @Favnritter @Lugg ‘%v -

JF'-QFESSE IE hitkp: v, ssb nofenglish/magazine) j 6}&3 tl
1 — : - s 2 I Search
Statistics Norway ’ ? ' ; ‘ ' \’ v —
Statistisk sentralbyra | 8-Z | Help | Queries | Contacts | Morwegian
= Statistics by Subjects «StatBank  «Magazine sResearch «Useful «Publications «About Statistics Norway

# [Main page

Statistical Magazine . . . -
O —— Statistical Magazine

The Magazine is continually updated with translations frarm the Monwegian wersion, which contains articles on
various statistical topics from living conditions and the environment in Morway to intermational statistics,
statistical analysis and results from our research activities.

Emission to air of pardiculate matter ; (=
Emissions of particulate matter down since 1990

Emissions of particulate matter in Morway decreased by 8 per cent from 1990 to 2001, m
Residential wood burning causes maore than B0 per cent of the emissions. Process emissions from
ranufacturing, road traffic and road dust are other large contributors. The new figures are higher than
previous estimates because several emission sources have been included for the first time. {15.09.2003)
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Indicators for the Infarmation Society

Norway lags behind in broadband use

The Mordic countries are amang the forerunners in the use of information and communication

’ technaology (ICT) in the population, 3= well as in the enterprises. Broadband connections were
—— least widespread in Latvia and Lithuania, but Morway alzo lies behind compared with the other
countries in the Baltic Sea Region. We alzo had the lowest share of female emplaoyees in the ICT
- sector. (14.07.2003)
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Daily release
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From A-Z ! Quarterly National Accounts, 3rd quarter 2003
e Moderate growth in mainland economy
looking for: % Seasonally adjusted figures from the Quarterly Mational Accounts show that growth in the mainland economy picked up
——e—— throughout the summer this year. Gross Domestic Product (GOP) for mainland Monway increased by 0.8 per cent fram the
ABCDEFGH 2nd to the 3rd quarter against 0.5 per cent in the previous quarter. (02.12)
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Balance of payments, September 2003 _ W Imvestment Statistics. il and Gas Activity
NOK 16.8 billion in current account surplus .| Stable level of investments from 2003 to
Deutsch Freliminary figures show a current account surplus of NOK 16.5 o d 2004 . |
Francais billion in September 2003, almost the same as in September W Total investments in oil and gas activities in 2003,
Espafiol 2002, 0212y “dincluding pipeline transportation, are now estimated at
Portugueés Today's statistics b MOk 5.9 billion. Total investrments for 2004 are now estimated at
MO E3.1 billion. Based on experience, the investments in 2004
H Guarterly Investment Statistics Manufacturing, Mining and seem to be at the same level as in 2003, (0212)
zarrying and Electricity Supply

High activity within electricity supply TS EEI RO

|| Estimates for 2004 are roughly at the same level as the
H corresponding figures for 2003, Growing activity within Export of salmon (02121 } ﬂ
electricity supply contributes to maintain the level of
investments. (02.12)
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This 1s Norway
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Social and Economic Studies




Analysis, the will:

e Cultural obstacle: The fear of interfering with
politics

e Cultural obstacle: Numbers first - analysis
second
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Analysis, the skill:

 Recruiting people with academic skills
« But how do we keep them?
 And retrain them?
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Popularization, the will:

e Cultural enemy: Pedantic culture: "Shouldn’t
we add one more footnote?"

o Cultural enemy: Criticism. "l found three
errors in your last article."
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Popularization, the skill:

e Cultural obstacle: High degree of
specialization
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Dissemination, the will:

e Cultural obstacle: The longing for anonymity
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Building counter-cultures:

« Rewarding the brave ones
o Setting new standards

« Having a management that works as a good
example
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Important dilemmas

 Popularization vs. precision
e Quality assurance vs. timeliness

e Journalists, editors or statisticians: Who
should be in control?

e Journalists or statisticians: Who should do
the writing?
e The reward Iin the end
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