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Outline of presentation
• Vision for Neighbourhood Statistics
• High level requirements 
• The staged approach to building the ‘system’
• Distributed software tools for data owners
• Challenges for the future
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The Vision for Neighbourhood 
Statistics

“..to deliver easier and wider access to 
geographically referenced, quality assured 
information that is consistent and coherent. 
Confidentiality will be the only limitation to 
enabling general access.”
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Principles of Neighbourhood 
Statistics include:

• Data collected and disseminated for NUTS V 
areas and smaller whenever possible

• Administrative systems will be a key source
• Geographic referencing at address level, using 

standard reference datasets
• Data aggregated and non-disclosive
• Provision of user support
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What do users want?
• A website which is simple to use
• A good search mechanism - by geography and 

topic
• To access and download data for analysis
• To estimate and aggregate data to user defined 

geographies
• Graphing and mapping facilities
• Software tools to automate data capture 
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To achieve the Vision requires
• A high quality, high performance IT infrastructure
• A common geographic referencing framework at 

national and local level
• Continuous collection of a range of statistics
• Estimates from statistical modelling to 

supplement the statistics
• Tools to enable data owners to supply data 

easily and to ensure confidentiality
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Where are we now?

www.statistics.gov.uk/neighbourhood
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Development Phases
• Initial Launch - ward level database February 2001����

• Incremental phase - add to ward level data 2001 - 2002����

• GIS implementation phase - geographic information
system incorporated on web pages 2002����

• Census launch phase - 2001 Census results dovetail
into NeSS, methods for updating established 2003

• Full Service phase - further datasets at sub-ward
levels, maximum user flexibility 2003 - 2004
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More Detailed Data Lists(ons)



Data Listed by Domain(ons)



Data selected by map(ons)



April 2003 System
• Access to small area Census data:
 7,000 variables for 200,000 areas
• Access to other data at NUTS V level
• Some pre-calculated rates and proportions
• Some analytical capability to compare data 

from different sources
• Text-based profiles and pre-created maps of 

key statistics
• Improved user support
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April 2003 System
 But there will be constraints on:
• Flexible interrogation of data
• Comparisons across regions and across 

datasets
• Dynamic creation of maps
• Visualisation of data
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Further enhancements:
August 2003

• Oracle as the strategic relational database 
management system

• New application development tools

 Will provide:
• Improved collection, validation and storage 

processes
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Further enhancements:
by March 2004

• Further improvements to the automation of 
data collection and processing 

• Increased analytical functionality - dynamic 
mapping, improved data manipulation

• Better capability for flexible selection and 
analysis of data

• User defined geographic areas
• New web dissemination tool
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Non-functional capabilities
• Maintaining performance of system as 

number of users increases
• Facilities for:
 - rapid route to simple statistics
 - information and control when 

downloading large files
• Security
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Distributed Software Tools
 Aim:

 To make Tools available free of charge to 
data owners to supply data for 
Neighbourhood Statistics
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Distributed Software Tools
 Will comprise:

• geographical referencing tools (data record 
validation and adding standard geo-codes)

• ability to aggregate data to census output 
areas and larger areas

• tools to prevent disclosure of information 
about individuals

• a tool to add appropriate metadata and 
format the dataset
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Distributed Software Tools

 Interim solution for delivery of data up to 
March 2004

• sufficient functionality to enable data to be 
delivered

• solutions built around the needs of known 
data owners 
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Distributed Software Tools

 Delivery of final functional software tools 
in March 2004

 Final solution still being considered, but..
• Looking at accreditation of commercially 

available software
• Some in-house (ONS) developments
• Commissioning development work 
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Challenges which remain
• Ensuring quality of data is maintained
• Ensuring good navigation around the website 

with quick access to data
• Managing the rollout of the software tools to 

data owners
• Managing expectations of users
• Providing support to potentially large 

numbers of users
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Register an interest in 
Neighbourhood Statistics

 If you would like to be informed about new 
developments, please register on our website

 www.statistics.gov.uk/neighbourhood
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