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I. INTRODUCTION  
 
1. The Advance release calendar is a schedule for Statistics Norway's releases of new statistics the 
next four months. The calendar is found on our Internet site, at 
http://www.ssb.no/english/subjects/calendar/calendar4m.shtml, and it looks like this: 
 

 
 

                                                 
1  Prepared by Marianne Tonnessen. 
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There is also a Norwegian Advance release calendar at 
http://www.ssb.no/emner/kalender/kalender4m.shtml) 
 
2. Four months before publishing, the statisticians inform our publishing department about what day 
or week the new figures will be released, including the Norwegian and English name of the statistics, date 
of the most recent release and contact persons (with e-mail address and telephone number). This is done 
electronically, and the Advance release calendar is made up from all these notifications.    
 
3. The Advance release calendar is available to all our web-users, and it is updated every week 
(sometimes more often). Every week we also make a print-out of the next two weeks' releases, and send it 
to newspapers, radio stations and TV stations. Some of the media use our Advance release calendar in 
their own "week calendars". 
 
4. All statistics are published on our main website http://www.ssb.no/ (or 
http://www.ssb.no/english/ for English users). Every workday we publish one or more new statistics, and 
we also inform our users about the statistics that will be released the next day. Our main (English) 
website looks like this: 
 

 
 
5. As you can see, the next day's releases are found under the links on the right side. Our daily users 
may thus always be informed about what to find on our main website the next day. And the link to the 
complete Advance release calendar is found as one of the links under the "eye". 
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II. BACKGROUND FOR THE ADVANCE RELEASE CALENDAR 
 
II.1 Statistics Norway's publishing system 
 
6. The Internet is Statistics Norway's main publishing channel. All new statistics are released there, 
and a huge filing system makes it possible to find statistics on most aspects of Norwegian society on our 
website. Every statistics field has it's own home site, where the latest release is displayed and all previous 
releases are stored.   
 
7. A release normally consists of an article, a couple of graphs, and a varying number of tables. 
Everything is published in Norwegian and English. The statisticians prepare the tables and graphs for the 
web, and write articles, which are edited by a journalist.  
 
8. At 10:00 a.m. the publishing day, the title and lead of the article is displayed on our main 
website, and users can proceed to the rest of the article and the graphs and figures by using the link. All 
the statistics on our website are free of charge.  
 
9. In addition to our web publishing, we also produce paper publications such as reports, magazines 
and the Statistical Yearbook. These are not releases of new statistics, but are used for publishing 
background material, analyses, overviews, etc. Normally, our publications are also available on the 
Internet. 
 
II.2 A service for our users  
 
10. The Advance release calendar is a service mainly for our users. We have different types of users. 
Some visit our website regularly, perhaps every day. Many of these are journalists looking for some good 
ideas for their reporting. Some are looking for information from previously published statistics. Some 
visit our website only when they know we have some news that's of interest to them. And some just 
happen to find our website, or they visit it only to fill in the Census form or search for their name in our 
Name statistics. 
 
11. For our regular users, the list of tomorrow's releases is useful to find out whether they would 
want to visit our pages the next day. For the ones that use our website only when we publish special 
statistics, we recommend them to take a look at the complete Advance release calendar, to be informed 
about when it might be useful to visit us again. And for our occasional users and the ones that just happen 
to find our website, we hope that the Advance release calendar might tempt them to come back to our 
website later. 
 
12. The calendar can be sorted by date, i.e. the first publication comes first, or by subject. For 
persons who are interested in a particular topic, e.g. population or public finances, we recommend the 
latter option. 
 
13. Contact persons with e-mail and telephone number are also included in the Advance release 
calendar, so that our users might contact them if they have any questions. However, the contact persons 
never give out information about the results before 10:00 of the publishing day. 
 
14. For users who are interested in only one - or a few - subjects, Statistics Norway offers a tailor-
made subscription service via e-mail (or via a personal "home page" with links to the releases). This 
service now has approx. 5,300 subscribers.  
 
II.3 Emphasizing our professional integrity and independence  
 
15. The Advance release calendar also has the function of emphasizing our professional integrity. 
Statistics Norway has a high score in an annual opinion poll about confidence in different institutions in 
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Norwegian society. In fact, only the consumers' ombudsman and the police enjoy the greater confidence 
of the Norwegian population than Statistics Norway.  
 
16. The population’s confidence is tremendously important to us. If people don't trust the statistics 
we produce, there is no point in producing them. If people are not convinced that the information they 
give us is treated professionally, we have no guarantee that we will obtain correct answers. If people 
think that our results are influenced by political or economical pressure, the results are of no value. 
 
17. Therefore, we constantly emphasize our professional integrity. Nobody else is permitted to 
influence the results of our statistics, or decide the date when they are released - even if they have paid us 
to produce the statistics. The Advance calendar and the Internet release also ensure that all users obtain 
access to the statistical releases simultaneously and they imply a policy of non-differential treatment; 
ministries, the media and the public are all treated equally. 
 
18. The Advance release calendar is a part of this emphasis on integrity. We decide the publishing 
date months ahead, and people expect us to publish on the promised date, no matter what the results are. 
 
II.4 A basic part of our publishing routines 
 
19. The Advance release calendar is a natural aspect of Statistics Norway's publishing routines. The 
calendar tells the publishing department when to expect new statistics, from which part of the 
organization, and makes it possible to plan the releases a long time ahead so we don't get a lot of new 
statistics one day and nothing the next day.  
 
20. Technically, the calendar constitutes a part of the generator that makes our main website, so that 
we are sure to that "Tomorrow's releases" will be correct.  
 
III. HOW IT WORKS IN PRACTICE 
 
III.1 What is announced in the Advance release calendar? 
 
21. Statistics Norway draws a sharp line between new statistics and the other information that we 
publish. New statistics are figures that have never been published before, such as the latest Consumer 
price indices or the most recent population figures. All new statistics are announced in the Advance 
release calendar, no matter what they concern, which part of our organization produces them or who pays 
for them.  
 
22. Other information might be analysis, metadata, background information, historical statistics, etc. 
This information is not regarded as new statistics, and so we don't announce it in the Advance release 
calendar. Still, it is normally published on the Internet, and often we also present it on our main website, 
with a title, lead and a link. But the link is always called "More here", and never "Today's statistics". The 
"Today's statistics" link is reserved for the new statistics that have been published during the last 24 hours 
only. 
 
III.2 Every month: E-mail reminder 
 
23. Every month the publication department sends an e-mail to all statistics departments reminding 
them to fill in new information in the Advance release calendar for the next four months. Each statistics 
department has its own Advance release calendar Excel-file on a common server, which they maintain 
themselves. To make sure we have more or less the same number of new statistics every day, most of the 
statistics are announced by week of publishing, not on a specific day. The exact date is decided a couple 
of weeks before publishing. Only certain statistics are announced by date when the statistics departments 
put them in the calendar.  
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 24. A typical calendar Excel-file looks like this (this one belongs to the department of population 
statistics): 
 

 
 

III.3 Once a week: Calendar updating 
 
25. Once a week (sometimes even more often) the publishing department collects information from 
all the Excel-files, and updates the Advance release calendar. At this time, the exact dates are decided for 
the next two weeks' publishing. This is done in cooperation with the statisticians who prepare the articles 
and tables.  
 
26. A shorter calendar with the next two weeks' releases is also made, and is sent to all the major 
medias in Norway. 
 
III.4 Sometimes less than four months  
 
27. Sometimes it can be difficult for the statisticians to know four months ahead exactly what week 
their figures are ready to be published. Therefore, the publishing department is flexible and accepts 
shorter announcement periods when necessary.  
 
28. Sometimes the statistics are not ready at the scheduled publishing time. We have special routines 
for handling delays. If the delay is evident less than two weeks before the scheduled publishing, we 
assume that quite a lot of people have noticed the publishing date and expect the new statistics to be 
ready by then. In such cases, we make a small announcement on our main website on the scheduled 
publishing date and the day before, giving information about when the statistics can be expected. 
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29. If the delay is evident more than two weeks before the scheduled publishing, we just move the 
publishing day without announcement.  
 
III.5 Rooted in the organization 
 
30. The Advance release calendar is deeply engrained in everyone who publishes statistics at 
Statistics Norway. There is a broad comprehension of its necessity, and since it is quite simple to use and 
maintain, it's easy for new employees to understand how it works.  
 
31. We have used the Advance release calendar for several years now, and I believe we will continue 
to do so over the coming years, with small adjustments as time goes by. 


