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COORDINATING UNIT FOR OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES

First Meeting of the Team of Specialists on Women's Entrepreneurship

Geneva, 12 and 15 February 2002

TEAM OF SPECIALISTS ON WOMEN'S ENTREPRENEURSHIP

TERMS OF REFERENCE

MANDATE

1.
The mission of the Team of Specialists is to assist Governments and women in the ECE region in fully utilizing women's skills, knowledge and entrepreneurial potential to stimulate economic growth and job creation in their countries, which is a condition to improve living conditions and alleviate poverty. To this end, the Team of Specialists:

· collects information on the situation of women-entrepreneurs and identifies gender specific barriers to entrepreneurship in countries and sub-regions;  

· collects best practices of national policies supporting women's entrepreneurship in the ECE region;

· organizes the exchange of information and experiences involving governments, business  community and civil society;

· prepares recommendations how to incorporate concerns of women-entrepreneurs into institutional and legal frameworks for business activities and address other gender specific barriers;   

-
promotes organization of training courses and life-long learning for women -entrepreneurs to facilitate start-ups and developing business activities under the conditions of globalization and rapid progress in information and communication technologies (ICT);   

· creates a web-site within the framework of the UNECE web-system in cooperation with the participating specialists in order to expand networks among women-entrepreneurs, improve access to information; and

· raises the awareness in the member States on women’s entrepreneurship through the enlargement of the UNECE Portrait Gallery of Excellent Women Entrepreneurs and other relevant activities.

METHODS OF WORK

2.
To fulfill its mandate, the Team of Specialists may convene ad hoc meetings and seminars, initiate studies, organize study tours, assist in organizing workshops and conferences, and may adopt any other appropriate methods of carrying out its agreed programme of work.

ORGANIZATION

3.
The Working Party on Industry and Enterprise Development (WP.8) approves the mandate of the Team of Specialists on Women's Entrepreneurship initially for the duration of two years. After the first two years of operation, the Working Party will consider the need for renewal of this mandate.

4.
Participation in the activities of the Team of Specialists is open to all Governments, private sector representatives, experts, women's business associations and other NGOs, who are willing to contribute to its objectives. All costs associated with their participation in these activities are borne by its members.

5.
At its first meeting, the Team of Specialists will elect its Chairperson and vice-Chairperson(s). These officials will be responsible for coordinating the Team’s activities and working in conjunction with the UNECE secretariat.

6.
The Team of Specialists will hold its sessions when required. It will review the results of its work and report to the Working Party on Industry and Enterprise Development at its annual sessions.

COLLABORATION WITH OTHER UN BODIES AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

7.
The Team of Specialists together with the UNECE secretariat works in close consultation with other regional economic commissions, UNIFEM, ILO, UNIDO, UNCTAD, ITU as well as the EU, OECD, World Bank and other relevant organizations interested in supporting women's entrepreneurship, especially national, regional and world-wide women's business associations.   

EXTRA-BUDGETARY RESOURCES

8.
The Team of Specialists will investigate the possibilities to raise extra-budgetary resources to complement existing resources and to facilitate the implementation of its programme of work. 












































