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Purpose of the study
1. Develop a succinct overview of the current policy and
regulatory environment regarding the use of sustainable
construction materials and wood in UNECE region
2. Provide commentary on the effectiveness of such regimes in
driving the adoption of sustainable construction materials
3. Discuss the contribution of wood products
in achieving sustainable building goals
4. Gauge level of activity across leading
countries in ECE region

Findings
Many countries have programmes and policies in place
• 42% of survey respondents have at least one policy in
effect today,
• 15% have a policy in development which they expect to
implement in the next two years.
The primary motivation for these polices are:
• Support GHG emission reduction and/or climate
change policies,
• Reduce environmental impacts of construction
materials (embodied energy, water, waste, etc.),
• Promote a local wood economy and culture.
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In-use and embodied
energy/CO2 impacts are
regulated
2000 Watts & 1 tonne
CO2 per person by 2050
Complex but rigorous,
requires LCA
Builds on extensive
experience in lowcarbon, design,
construction and
reporting
Informs other materials
and resources policies
70% Zurich residents
voted in favour
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Findings example 2: Wood Resource Policy
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Clear measurable standards
and targets
Cross-cutting mechanism
promotes use of wood as a
way to reduce embodied
energy / CO2 in buildings
Supports 2000-Watt Society
while increasing opportunities
for local wood industry.
At least 50% increase in the
wood content from local
forests in the entire Swiss
building stock (new buildings)
by 2020

Wood floor system - 13.95 MJ/m2yr

Concrete floor system – 18.43 MJ/m2yr
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Highest landfill taxes in Europe @ €107.49 per tonne
Achieved 95% recycling and recovery rate for C&D waste – what’s next?
Considers entire material chain, including all stages in product’s life cycle from
raw material mining, production and use, to waste and possible recycling, as
opposed to concentrating on “end-of-pipe” solution
Focus is on reducing overall environmental pressures
Actively working towards a “circular economy”
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Findings example 3: Chain-Oriented Waste Policy
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“Promoting sustainable building
materials and the implications on
the use of wood in buildings: A
review of leading public policies in
Europe and North America” will
soon be available for download
from:
www.unece.org/forests/welcome.html

73rd session of the UNECE Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry and
38th session of the FAO European Forestry Commission
2-6 November 2015, Engelberg, Switzerland
The Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry invites the Committee on Housing and Land
Management to consider organizing a joint event in conjunction with the next session of COFFI
(tentatively 17-21 October 2016)

Thank you for your attention…

Christoph Dürr
Chair, UNECE Committee on Forests
and the Forest Industry

