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United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
(UNISDR) main functions
Coordinate: International efforts disaster risk reduction and
provide guidance for the implementation of the HFA and monitor
its implementation (Global, Regional and National Platforms)

Advocate: for a culture of “prevention” and greater investment
in disaster risk reduction actions to protect people’s lives and
assets (multi-sectoral approach: CC, education, gender, SDGs.

Campaign: Making Cities Resilient, Safe Schools and
Hospitals ,Sasakawa Award. 13 Oct: International Day for
Disaster Reduction  Living with disabilities and disasters.

Inform: Provide evidences: Global Assessment Report (GAR),
HFA Report, Terminology, PreventionWeb.

Where: Geneva Hqs.
Brussels  Europe. Almaty Central Asia. Nairobi SSA.
Cairo  LAS. Bangkok  Asia-Pacific. Panama Americas.

http://www.unisdr.org
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Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building
the resilience of nations and communities to
disasters (HFA)
 2nd World Conference on Disaster Reduction, Kobe, Hyogo, Japan, Jan 2005.
 HFA Overall Objective: ”..to substantially reduce disaster losses, in lives,
social, economic and environmental assets…”

 HFA 3 Strategic goals:
 The integration of disaster risk reduction into sustainable development policies and
planning.
 The development and strengthening of institutions, mechanisms and capacities
to build resilience to hazards.
 The systematic incorporation of risk reduction approaches into the implementation of
emergency preparedness, response and recovery programmes.

 HFA 5 Priorities of Action:
Policies, programmes, risk identification, knowledge  preparedness.
Multi-hazard, multi-sectoral and holistic approach.
Implementation at regional, national and city levels.
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Global Platform 2013, Partnership for
implementation of the HFA and Emerging trends
Global Platform (May 2013):
over 3,500 participants from 172 countries, national and local governments, mayors,
parliamentarians, local communities, civil society, youths, persons with disabilities,
academia, science, private sector, implementing partners and UN  shared information
and knowledge for DRR and agreed on elements for HFA2.

Some emerging trends and recommendations:
Disaster risks  globalising: Need to reduce generation of new risks.
Risks accumulate in urban settings: enhance urban risk mgt, risk-proofing investments.
Strengthening integrated risk governance: from policies to practices:
Private investment represents 70-85%: Public and private partnership.

Example of political will (Inter-Parliamentarian Union, assembly):
This Monday 7 October 2013, Legislators from 74 parliaments around the world met in
Geneva and agreed that “building safer and more resilient communities required a
paradigm shift towards a “disaster risk-sensitive development model”.
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Third World Conference on Disaster Risk
Reduction - Towards a Post-2015 Framework
for Disaster Risk Reduction
UN General Assembly Resolution 67/209 (Dec 2012) decided to convene the UN
third World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction to:
Review the implementation of the HFA over its 10-year term.
Adopt a post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction.
UNISDR was requested to serve as the secretariat of the World Conference:
 to facilitate the development of a post-2015 framework for DRR, and
to coordinate the preparatory activities in consultation with all relevant
stakeholders.
Save the Date: 14-18 March, 2015 in Sendai City, Miyagi Prefecture, Japan.
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UN Plan of Action on Disaster Risk Reduction
for Resilience
Chief Executives Board (CEB) endorsed the UN Plan of Action on
Disaster Risk Reduction for Resilience in April 2013.
UN partners had committed to:
1. Ensure timely co-ordination and high quality assistance to all
countries where disaster losses pose a threat to people’s health and
development.
2. Make disaster risk reduction a priority for the UN system and
organizations within.
3. Ensure disaster risk for resilience is central to post-2015
development agreements and targets.
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Economic losses in Europe
Three consecutive years: annual economic losses have
exceeded $100 billion globally due to enormous increase
in exposure of industrial assets and private property to
extreme disaster events.
Europe’s 10-year average of disaster losses totaling to
US$ 13.4 billion makes it the third most affected region
in the world after the Americas and Asia;
This year floods in Europe causes damage to property and infrastructure totaling
US$ 22 billion. GAR 2011: in OECD countries disaster economic losses tend to grow
faster than their average GDP growth;
Most of the damages are due to climatological and hydrometeorological events;
Number of casualties are reduce, but economic losses are higher.
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Average Progress in Each Priority Area - HFA
Europe, some comments
Progress has been made but challenges
become greater every year with more
frequent disasters.
Policies and programmes are in place, but
need integration in sectors.
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Increase resources for DRM at local level.
Public-private partnerships: Private sector
to consider as actor and partner for DRR.
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The European Forum for DRR (EFDRR)

 Who is there: NPs (multi-sectoral national coordinating mechanism),
HFA Focal Points, Regional Organizations.
 Objective: Create a safer Europe by reducing vulnerability to natural
hazards, and increasing the ability and resilience to minimize
consequences of disasters and:





Contribute to the regional implementation of the HFA.
Provide a space for exchanging DRR info and knowledge.
Provide advocacy for effective actions to reduce disasters.
Promote and support creation of new National Platforms.

 4th European Forum for DRR: Oslo, Norway, 23-25 Sept. 2013
 Next: planned for April/May 2014 in Brussels.
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The European Forum for DRR (EFDRR) – selected
outcomes from 4th Annual Meeting in Oslo, Norway
(23-25 September 2013)


Members confirmed their commitment to contribute towards HFA2 with
special focus on DRR and CCA, Local Level implementation of the HFA
and Governance and Accountability.



Endorsement of the document "How to mainstream DRR and CCA" in
Europe. The document is set as part of the contribution from the EFDRR
to the HFA2 consultation.



Members agreed to organize a local level HFA 2 consultation in Italy
(2014) inviting the municipalities that have joined the campaign in Europe.



Establishment of a new EFDRR Working Group which will focus on
“Governance and Accountability” and joins the two existing working
groups; “CCA and DRR” and “Local level implementation of the HFA”
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Collaboration with Regional Entities on DRR
supporting and working with NPs and HFA focal
points
European Commission (EC)
EC DG ECHO is part of European Forum; creating synergy between areas of
focus and exchanges.
EC DG Enlargement (Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA))
Exchange Programme – “Building Resilience to Disasters in Western
Balkans and Turkey”, implemented by UNISDR, WMO funded by the EC/IPA.
EC joint efforts together with UNISDR and OECD to undertake the Peer
Review Process – first pilot country UK, next country Finland.
The EU is calling for the implementation of minimum standards for
prevention and risk management planning.
Development of Risk Assessment guidelines used by Bosnia &
Herzegovina and other European Countries for risk assessment
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Collaboration with Regional Entities on DRR
supporting NPs in Europe (continued)


Council of Europe EUR-OPA agreement (in the context of the UNISDR and
Council of Europe MoU: supporting implementation of HFA. UNISDR to act as
secretariat of the European Forum.



Organisation for Economic Cooperation and development – OECD (Peer
Review, guidance on strategic and technical issues, resource contribution etc.)



DPPI – Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Initiative for South Eastern
Europe (identifying and sharing good practices, assessment tools and trends on
national / regional disaster scenario, capacity development through training
programmes etc.)



RCC – The Regional Cooperation Council (promotes mutual cooperation and
European and Euro-Atlantic integration of South East Europe in order to inspire
development in the region to the region to the benefit of its people)

Publications available at:
www.unisdr.org/europe
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Collaboration between UNISDR & UNECE
Support the implementation of the Strategy for Sustainable
Housing and Land Management in the ECE region, 2014-2020, in
line with the HFA1-2.

1. Environmental dimension (objective C)
“to improve the resilience of buildings to natural and humangenerated disasters”.
2. Sustainable urban development (objective I)
“Territorial plans and/or other instruments to enforce regulations are
developed, at least…
Areas prone to natural and human-generated disasters…”
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Areas for future collaboration between
UNISDR and UNECE


Methodology for the preparation of UNECE country profiles
on housing and land management will include DRR.



DRR and CCA will be incorporated into methodology for the
preparation of UNECE guidelines on spatial planning.



Guidelines for resilience to earthquakes and other
disasters will be prepared in 2014-2016.



Joint national and sub-regional training sessions on
spatial planning and DRM.
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Areas for future collaboration between
UNISDR and UNECE (continued)
UNECE convention on trans-boundary effects of industrial
accidents. Those accidents could be triggered by natural events
and disasters. Collaboration to support countries, including through
the environmental and Security initiative (ENVSEC),
More consistent and systematic application of risk management
tools in regulatory work
Support integrated river basin and management, including DRR,
environmental management and adaptation to CC.
Global network of basins and a platform for exchanging
experiences on climate change adaptation and DRR in transboundary basins.

We look forward for continued collaboration
to reduce disaster impacts in Europe,
Thank you for your attention

United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
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