Exhibition
Art for Smart Sustainable Cities
From 5 to 24 October 2015
Place: Building A, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland
Hall in front of Delegates Bar, Third Floor
Exhibition opening ceremony: 5th October 2015, 13:00
Organisers:
This exhibition is organised by the Cittadellarte, and the United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe Housing and Land Management Unit.
Cittadellarte
The Cittadellarte is a creative laboratory founded in 1998 by a famous Italian artist - Michelangelo
Pistoletto - and situated in a former wool factory in Biella. It was established as a physical
manifestation of the Progetto Arte Manifesto, wherein Pistoletto proposed a new role for the artist,
placing art in direct interaction with all human social activity. The aim of the Cittadellarte is to inspire
a responsible change in society, through ideas and creative projects.
The activities of Cittadellarte take artistic interventions into every sector of society, contributing
responsibly and effectively to address the profound changes of our age.
UNECE Housing and Land Management Unit
The Housing and Land Management Unit is a part of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe: Forests, Land and Housing Division. Its main objectives are to promote sustainable housing
and urban development in all 56 member states of the UNECE region.

Exhibition objective
The exhibition will demonstrate how artists see and communicate the challenges to sustainable urban
development.
It will also inform about important UN documents and events promoting sustainable urban
development, such as:
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Sustainable Development Goals, to be adopted by the UN General Assembly in September
2015 and which includes the goal on making cities and human settlements inclusive, safe,
resilient and sustainable;
The recently endorsed Geneva UN Charter on Sustainable Housing;
United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development – HABITAT III
(Quito, Ecuador, 17-22 October 2016).

The exhibition opening ceremony on 5 October 2015 and closing
The exhibition will be opened on World Habitat Day, 5 October 2015, by Director-General of the UN
Office in Geneva Mr. Michael Moeller, UNECE Executive Secretary Mr. Christian Friis Bach, and
the Director of the Cittadellarte Foundation, Mr. Paolo Naldini. A short (5 minutes) dance
performance will be presented during the opening.
The exhibition last day 24 October is the UN Day when the UN will celebrate its 70th anniversary.
This this the day when the Rebirth Sculpture, a project by Cittadellarte Foundation and Maestro
Michelangelo Pistoletto, will be inaugurated at the Ariana Park.

The exhibition content
Art and cities are in a never-ending, and inseparable, relationship. Cities are places where various
cultures and economies meet, and collide. The city is the living mirror of human nature and its values.
The proposed exhibition will introduce visitors to the artworks, the research on urban experiences,
and the relationship between culture and art. It will present a range of practical experiments, executed
in very different urban contexts, with photos, posters, installations and other examples of how art and
culture can re-define and reinvent a city, and the lives of its citizens. Aspects such as housing,
economy, resources (for example, food and energy), and city politics, will be explored.
Some examples of art works on urban development created by Cittadellarte are presented in Figures 1
and 2.

Figure 1. Our bows, our arrows, our shields (el narativo de Tupac), William Cordova, 2014
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Figure 2. Project Raw House, Rick Lowe

The proposed exhibition will include installations made of two meter high cardboard modules
(please see Figure 3).

Figure 3. Cardboard modules

It will also include panels with posters, showing diverse urban art projects such as:


Public spaces. One panel will be show the ‘Rebirth’ project by Michelangelo istoletto
(Cittadellarte) (Figure 4). This installation will be opened in the Palais des Nations garden on 24
October 2015, which is also the closing day of the exhibition.
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Figure 4. Rebirth Project in Palais des Nations



The exhibition panel will showcase posters with photos and stories, illustrating the construction of
the ‘Rebirth’ installation. It will also contain photos and information on similar projects,
implemented in public spaces in other countries (Figure 5).

Figure 5. The ‘Rebirth’ project in Rivoli, Italy

In addition, an interactive video will be displayed, with infographics and photos, on the Geneva UN
Charter on Sustainable Housing and HABITAT III - the United Nations Conference on Housing and
Sustainable Urban Development.
For more information, please contact:
Ms. Regina Khanbekova
Consultant, Housing and Land Management Unit
UNECE Forests, Land and Housing Division
Email: Regina.Khanbekova@unece.org
Phone: +41 (0)22 917 31 62

Version of 17 September 2015

