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Evidence-based policies to achieve Sustainable Development Goals: 
sustainable housing and urban development in Ukraine 

Date and time: 30 January 2019, from 14:30 to 18:00 
Venue: NSC Olimpiyskiy, Kiev 

DRAFT AGENDA – version 22 January 2019 
Concept note 

 

The event stems from the project ‘Evidence-based policies for sustainable housing and urban 
development in selected countries with economies in transition’, which the UNECE, in collaboration 
with UN-Habitat, has been implementing since January 2016.  

Aim and Objectives 

Aim of the event is to strengthen national capacities for crafting evidence-based policy-making for 
sustainable urban development with a focus on housing.  

The event encompasses three objectives:  

(i) to present good practices in production, management and use of data for sustainable 
urban development policies with a focus on housing;  

(ii) to discuss strengths and weakness of various approaches to collection, management and 
use of data in Ukraine; and 

(iii) to reflect on opportunities and challenges for better evidence-based policy-making for 
sustainable urban development with a focus on housing in the country. 

The event gathers international audience that includes representatives of various UN agencies, 
independent experts from across Europe, government officials, representatives of cities and of 
academia. 

Format 

The event consists of 4 blocks of presentations and discussions. It is designed to be as interactive 
possible in order to discuss good practices in development and use of data for policies on sustainable 
urban development with a focus on housing internationally, and the possibilities of their translation 
into the context of Ukraine. 

Duration of presentations 

‘Information on activities in Ukraine to support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable 
Development and achieving Sustainable Development Goals’ – maximum 7 minutes’ presentation/oral 
intervention. 

‘Presentation of the “UNECE/UN-Habitat guidelines on policies for sustainable urban development 
with focus on housing’ – maximum 15 minutes’ presentation. 
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‘International experiences on opportunities and challenges for better evidence-based policy-making 
in urban development and housing’ – maximum 7-10 minutes’ presentation. 

‘Roundtable. Approaches to data collection and management for the development of housing and 
urban development policies in the context of SDG11 implementation in Ukraine’ – maximum 10 
minutes’ presentations/oral intervention.  

 

Delivery of presentations 

Presenters discuss content of their intervention with the event organisers and the moderator prior to 
the event. They are requested to deliver their Powerpoint presentations to Ms. Agata Krause at 
agata.krause@urbanconsultant.eu by 28 January 2019. 

Description of the event 

The event commences with introduction of the aim and objectives of the event and the UNDA project 
on evidence-based policies for sustainable housing and urban development. It is followed by 
information on implementation of the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development in Ukraine.  

The event then explores international experiences in collection, management and use of data for 
policy. This includes presentation of the ‘UNECE/UN-Habitat guidelines on policies for sustainable 
urban development with focus on housing’, which focuses on the key premises of the guidelines and 
its structure and features several examples of approaches to evidence-based policy-making taking 
into account various data needs in terms of data production, management and use of data. Outlined 
practices are discussed with regard to their relevance to the context of Ukraine.  

Session ‘International experiences on opportunities and challenges for better evidence-based 
policy-making in urban development and housing’ furthers discussion on good practices in crafting 
evidence-based policies. Government experts from Albania, and the CBS Urban Data Centre in the 
Netherlands, and the scholar from the University of Geneva outline selected challenges in production, 
management and use of data and the ways of addressing them. These include in particular new policy 
and governance initiatives in terms of digital modernisation scheme in Albania, data management 
centre in the Netherlands and structures for the use of big data in policy. 

Roundtable ‘Approaches to data collection and management for the development of housing and 
urban development policies in the context of SDG11 implementation in Ukraine’ entails 
presentations and discussion on current practices in production, management and use of data for 
policies; and efforts towards improving production and use of data for policy on sustainable urban 
development with a focus on housing in the country. Government representatives and a city Mayor 
outline challenges and opportunities for better evidence-based policy making in their contexts; and 
elaborate case studies on evidence-based policy processes. Representative of the national statistical 
agency and relevant ministries sheds light on new approaches to better production, management and 
use in the country. The processes and practices are discussed with the UNECE experts and government 
officials. 
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The event concludes with reflection on further collaboration with the government of Ukraine on the 
subjects of housing and sustainable urban development and better data. 

 

Presenters and moderator 

Presenters include representatives of various UN institutions – UNECE, UN-Habitat, UNDP; 
government official from Albania, international experts on sustainable urban development, housing 
and data; and national experts from Ukraine. Moderator for the event is Ms. Agata Krause, UNECE, 
UN-Habitat expert on sustainable urban development. 

Contact details 

If you have any questions about the event, please do not hesitate to contact: Ms. Gulnara Roll, Head 
of Housing and Land Management Unit at the UNECE at gulnara.roll@un.org ; or Ms. Agata Krause, 
UNECE/UN-Habitat Consultant at agata.krause@urbanconsultant.eu  
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