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UNECE, the governments of Germany and The Netherlands and WMO co-organized the Workshop on Transboundary Flood Risk Management in April 2009 that set a milestone in the establishment of improved relations that are crucial for transboundary flood management as a common issue shared by countries. The results of that workshop are expected to encourage development partners to see projects and activities related to transboundary flood management as an investment opportunity to improve flood management and equitable overall water management.

The topic will continue to be high on the agenda for many of the internationally shared river basins and WMO is committed to provide inputs to countries and river basins that would like to address flood management issues comprehensively. 
WMO has been active – in close cooperation with countries and development partners - to promote solutions in transboundary flood management through the development of strategy documents, establishment of demonstration projects and the conduct of regional trainings on integrated flood management. This engagement ranges from the establishment of hydrological information systems as the core of technical packages to providing guidance to river basin authorities and national institutions in transboundary flood management. In many cases such regional cooperation efforts under the auspices of WMO have also led to confidence building amongst countries and institutions that did not have a well-entrenched history of working together in an atmosphere of mutual trust and confidence.

The web-based HelpDesk for Integrated Flood Management established by WMO and launched in June 2009, provides an outstanding facility for countries, river basin organizations and institutions to engage the expertise of a wide range of specialized centres on flood management policy, strategy, legal framework and capacity building in support of Integrated Flood Management. 
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