UPDATE ON PROGRESS ACHIEVED BY PARTIES IN SETTING TARGETS AND TARGET DATES ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 
OF THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH

According to the Protocol on Water and Health, within 2 years of becoming a Party, each Party shall establish and publish targets referred to in paragraph 2 of article 6, and target dates for achieving them.

In order to share experience on the process of setting targets, including difficulties encountered and adopted solutions, a Workshop on setting targets and reporting under the Protocol will be organized in Geneva on 10-11 February 2009 (back-to-back with the second meeting of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting on 12 February 2009).

To facilitate such an exchange, Parties - and if relevant Signatories - to the Protocol on Water and Health are invited to answer the following questions.

Replies should be sent as soon as possible and in any case not later than 20 January 2009 to the UNECE secretariat (protocol.water_health@unece.org).

Your information will be used to shape the programme of the workshop and the Guidelines on the setting of targets, evaluation of progress and reporting, developed by the Task Force. You are therefore invited to be as specific as possible in describing the process, challenges as well as solutions which might benefit other Parties.

1. Briefly describe your national process to set targets and target dates in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. 
· Which are the institutions involved, how were the different stakeholders involved and how is coordination ensured? 
· What is the approach adopted (e.g. baseline analysis, gap analysis, risk assessment, cost-benefit analysis, etc.)?
· Is there a clear timetable for the whole process and agreed responsibilities?

· How is the process of setting targets financed?

· How is the public involved? 
Please include both information on progress achieved to date as well as future plans.

In Finland, the targets and target dates in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health have already been adopted, published and sent to the UNECE secretariat (Decision of the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health on the national goals and target dates required by the Protocol on Water and Health to the 1992 Convention of protection and use of transboundary waters and international lakes, 15 Feb 2008). Targets and target dates are based on EU legislation including relevant reporting procedures, national legislation and appropriate national programmes and progresses. Each target and target date have been explained and reasoned.

Target setting
An expert group was established under the national working group in order to prepare target setting. Target and target dates were discussed and finalised in an expert group meetings consisting representatives from different administration sectors (see the list below). The expert group collected all relevant national material (legislation, water protection guidelines, programme for the protection of the Baltic Sea, other programs and strategies), determined main goals for target setting and had section by section discussions about the article 6 of the Protocol. The expert group wrote a draft document on target and target dates and their reasoning taking into account national and EU legislation and national programs and strategies. The draft was published on the website of the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health for public hearing. 
Decision and follow-up

Before finalizing the decision of the targets and target dates the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health organized large (over 40 stakeholders) circulation and hearing process of the draft document. National implementation of the targets and target dates will be followed by the working group mentioned before.
In Finland, the co-operation between health and environment administrations works well and the dialogue between different bodies goes fluently explaining thus the rapid and trouble-free process in target setting. The targets and target dates were nationally published in May 2007. Hearing of different bodies (e.g. administration, industry, agriculture and forestry, research institutes and NGO’s) was organised in June 2007. Decision of the targets and target dates were given on 15th February 2008.
Institution involved in the work

 - Ministry of Social Affairs and Health (leader of the working group)

- Ministry of the Environment

- Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

- Ministry for Foreign Affairs

- National Institute for Health and Welfare (previously National Public Health Institute, research and expertise institute under the Ministry of Health, specialised in solving problems related to waterborne outbreaks)

- Finnish Environment Institute (research and expertise institute under the Ministry of the Environment)

- National Supervisory Authority for Welfare and Health (authority under the Ministry of Health guiding the implementation of the legislation related to the environmental health) 
2. List the targets and target dates set in your country in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol, as well as the indicators that will be used to measure progress.
Can be found from the Annex of the Decision.
List of appropriate indicators will be decided later. However, part of the targets is based on EU legislation where relevant indicators have already been identified. 
3. Which are the main barriers, if any, in the process of target-setting in your country? What are the solutions found to date? Which additional assistance would help you to overcome them? 
Please fill the name of the contact person for this questionnaire

	Name: Mr. Jari Keinänen

	Institution: Ministry of Social Affairs and Health

	Department:

	Address: PO BOX 33, FI-00023 GOVERNMENT

	Country: FINLAND

	Telephone: +358 9 1607 3126

	E-mail: jari.keinanen@stm.fi and outi.zacheus@thl.fi


Thank you very much!
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