UPDATE ON PROGRESS ACHIEVED BY PARTIES IN SETTING TARGETS AND TARGET DATES ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 
OF THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH

According to the Protocol on Water and Health, within 2 years of becoming a Party, each Party shall establish and publish targets referred to in paragraph 2 of article 6, and target dates for achieving them.

In order to share experience on the process of setting targets, including difficulties encountered and adopted solutions, a Workshop on setting targets and reporting under the Protocol will be organized in Geneva on 10-11 February 2009 (back-to-back with the second meeting of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting on 12 February 2009).

To facilitate such an exchange, Parties - and if relevant Signatories - to the Protocol on Water and Health are invited to answer the following questions.

Replies should be sent as soon as possible and in any case not later than 20 January 2009 to the UNECE secretariat (protocol.water_health@unece.org).

Your information will be used to shape the programme of the workshop and the Guidelines on the setting of targets, evaluation of progress and reporting, developed by the Task Force. You are therefore invited to be as specific as possible in describing the process, challenges as well as solutions which might benefit other Parties.

1. Briefly describe your national process to set targets and target dates in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. 
· Which are the institutions involved, how were the different stakeholders involved and how is coordination ensured? 
· What is the approach adopted (e.g. baseline analysis, gap analysis, risk assessment, cost-benefit analysis, etc.)?
· Is there a clear timetable for the whole process and agreed responsibilities?

· How is the process of setting targets financed?

· How is the public involved? 
Please include both information on progress achieved to date as well as future plans.

In Republic of Moldova became a Party to the Protocol on Water and Health from 15 December 2005. According to the Law № 207 from 29.07.05 on Protocol ratification, the Ministry of Health together with the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources are nominated to coordinate implementation process. Also are involved National Agency on Water Management «Apele Moldovei» (Moldavian Waters), Moldavian Association of water and sanitation systems operators “Moldova Apa Canal”. We expect more involvement from the Ministry of Local Public Authorities, Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry. The implementation process is supported also by REC Moldova and some NGOs - Ecological Movement of Moldova, "Biotica", "Eco-Tox" and "Eco-Tiras" through small projects and encouraging public participation.

From 2007 the main stakeholders are involved in the National Policy Dialogue on Water Resources Management. During four workshops organized till now the participants were informed about the implementation process and achieved progress on target setting.
At the First Meeting of the AHPFM in Geneva on 25 June 2008 Moldova presented a project proposal on setting national targets and target dates. At the above mentioned workshop Switzerland declared its interest to support this project. Were decided this support to be offered through local Bureau of Swiss Development Cooperation Agency (SDC). The negotiations on this issue still continue, after last meeting in Chisinau on 2 February 2009 the both sides exchange their visions on next steps to start project implementation. We expect to have a final decision in one month.
2. List the targets and target dates set in your country in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol, as well as the indicators that will be used to measure progress.
Till now, national target parameters for introduction of the Report on Water and Health, control terms of their achievement are not established yet, process of their establishment still proceeds.

At the National Workshop on Water Safety Surveillance held on 11-12 of December 2008 at the National Centre for Preventive Medicine, attended by specialists from territorial Centres for Preventive Medicine were discussed a draft list of indicators for progress measurement and evaluation of the Protocol implementation. The final version will be send to other relevant stakeholders for comments and proposals, after that will be standardized and harmonised with proposed indicators by WHO/UNECE Task Force on Indicators and Reporting.  
3. Which are the main barriers, if any, in the process of target-setting in your country? What are the solutions found to date? Which additional assistance would help you to overcome them? 
The main barriers in the process of target-setting in your country are: 
· Lack of collaboration and communication between all involved stakeholders;

· Lack of available published information on efficient water management practices;

· Low awareness of public authorities for Protocol implementation;

· Necessity to make a realistic economic evaluation of targets implementation costs before Government approval. 
Implementation of approved project on target setting with support of Switzerland and mobilization of stakeholders will help to solve above mentioned problems. 

Please fill the name of the contact person for this questionnaire

	Name: Salaru Ion

	Institution: National Scientific and Applied Centre for Preventive Medicine, Ministry of Health

	Department: Environmental Health Department

	Address: 67A Gh.Asachi str., Chisinau

	Country: MDA

	Telephone: +373 22 574 568

	E-mail: ishalaru@sanepid.md, ishalaru@yahoo.com 
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