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Joint work of UNECE with the Global Water Partnership (GWP) on integrated water
resources management (IWRM)

The European Union, at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) (Johannesburg,
September 2002) has formally launched the global “Water Initiative: Water for Life - Health,
livelihoods, economic development and security (EUWI)”. As part of the EUWI, a partnership was
established in Johannesburg between EU and Ministers of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central
Asia (EECCA): the “Strategic Partnership on Water for Sustainable Development”. An important
component of the Partnership is transboundary water cooperation in the NIS.

UNECE has been involved since the beginning together with Global Water Partnership and UNEP
on the development of the part on transboundary rivers basins and regional seas.

The statement of a high-level meeting of EECCA representatives (Moscow, 5-6 March 2003) on the
implementation of the partnership, in English and in Russian, as well as a summary of the session
on transboundary river basins and regional seas are reproduced below.



Statement of the High Level Meeting in Moscow, 5-6 March 2003
on “Strategic Partnership on Water for Sustainable Development”

1. We, representatives of countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA),
EC member states, Switzerland, the European Commission, international and non-governmental
organisations, have gathered in Moscow, Russian Federation, on March 5" and 6th, 2003 — the
international Year of Freshwater — to discuss the status, challenges and commitments of
implementation of the “Strategic Partnership on Water for Sustainable Development” which was
launched at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in September 2002.

2. We reaffirm our commitment to co-operation on water-related issues between East and
West, and the Strategic Partnership as its component, directed at implementation of water policy
aspects of the “East-West Environmental Partnership”, which was also launched at the World
Summit on Sustainable Development.

3. We recognise the challenges and problems that EECCA countries face in the area of water
supply and sanitation and in the area of sustainable management of water resources, including
transboundary watercourses and regional seas issues, as well as in other areas, as mentioned in the
Strategic Partnership Declaration.

4. We support the structure of partnership proposed in the programme document "EU Water
Initiative, EECCA-component” which was discussed at the meeting in Moscow, and recognise the
Danish role in development and co-ordination of this initiative on behalf of EU. We also recognise
the role of Russia and other EECCA countries in advancement of this initiative.

5. We recognise the need for efficient mechanisms for improving co-ordination and
communication, and for developing the Strategic Partnership further. We request the Organising
Committee which was established for preparation of the High Level Meeting to take the necessary
measures to support the interim Secretariat in continuing its activities up to the Kiev Ministerial
Conference in May 2003, and to support the chairpersons of the working groups formed at the
meeting in Moscow in further shaping the initiative.

6. We appeal to the chairpersons of the working groups to continue their work for further
development of the Strategic Partnership in general and its building blocks in particular, until
appropriate mechanisms are created. We note with interest the final document of the Consultative
Meeting on the Environment, Water and Security of countries of Central Asia and “Invitation for
partnership” (Almaty, Kazakhstan, 30-31 January 2003) presented at the High Level Meeting,
reflecting a subregional approach to implementation of the Strategic Partnership.

7. We call on all EECCA countries and other interested partners to join this initiative and to
take part in further development of the Strategic Partnership, for instance through participation in
the Working Group designing the initiative. We welcome the great interest and active participation
of the civil society in preparation of the outcomes of this meeting and confirm our commitment to
working in co-operation with all stakeholders on further development and implementation of the
Strategic Partnership.

8. We encourage Denmark and the Russian Federation to present the Strategic
Partnership, on behalf of EECCA and EU countries and stakeholders, at the European Day at the 3
World Water Forum in Kyoto on March 21, 2003, and also at the Kiev Ministerial Conference.



9. We express our deep gratitude to the Ministry of Natural Resources of the Russian
Federation, to the Danish Environmental Protection Agency (DEPA), to DHI Water and
Environment, and to the Russian Regional Environmental Centre for organising this meeting.

Approved in Moscow on March 6, 2003



1.

Pe3oaromnsa Cosenianus Boicokoro yposas B Mockse, 5-6 maprta 2003 r.
«CTpaTernyeckoe NnapTHEPCTBO IO BOJAE B HEJIAX VCTOWYHBOI0 PA3BUTHI)

Mpei, npeacraButenu ctpad Bocrounoit EBponel, KaBkasza u LlentpansHoii A3zuu (BEKIIA),
rocynapctB-wieHoB EC, IlIBeiinapun, EBpomneiickoii KOMHCCHH, MEXIYHApPOJIHBIX
opranmsanuii u HI1O, cobpanuce B Mockse, Poccuiickas ®@enepanusi, 5-6 mapta 2003 rona, B
MexayHapoIHBId TOX TPECHOH BOABI, YTOOBI OOCYIUTH CTaTyc, NpOOJIEeMBI W 3aJa4d
peanmzanun «CTpaTernyecKoro NapTHEPCTBA IO BOJE B LENAX YCTOMYMBOTO Pa3BUTHUA»,
IPOBO3IIIAICHHOTO HA BCEMHPHOM CaMMHUTE 110 YCTOHUMBOMY pa3BUTHIO B MoxanHecOypre B
cents6pe 2002 roaa.

MB!I BHOBb TIOATBEPKAAEM HAIy IPUBEPKEHHOCTb COTPYJHHYECTBY II0 BOJHOM
npobnemaruke Mexay BocrokoMm u 3amanom um CTpaTermyeckomMy HapTHEPCTBY, KakK €ro
KOMITIOHEHTY, HAaIIPAaBJIEHHOMY Ha peaJu3alyi0 BOIPOCOB BOJHOM mnoiuTuku [lapTHepcTBa
Bocrok-3anan B o0sacTH OKpy’Karolled cpebl, Hadajlo KOTOPOMY OBUIO IOJIOKEHO Ha
BcemupHOM caMMHTE IO yCTOMYHUBOMY Pa3BUTHIO.

Msbl npuszHaem npoOiembl U 3amaun ctpaH BEKIIA no olecrneueHuio HaceneHHs
BOJIOCHAOKEHUEM M KaHaJdu3alued, a TakXkKe [0 YCTOWYMBOMY YIPaBICHUIO BOIHBIMU
pecypcamu, BKJIOYas TPAHCTPaHUYHBIE BOJOTOKM M PETHOHAIBHBIE MOpS, a TAKXKE APyrHe
HamnpaBJieHUs, OTMeUYeHHbIE B Jleknapaunun CTpaTernyeckoro napTHEPCTBA.

MpsI noaziepkMBaeM CTPYKTYpy HMapTHEPCTBA, MPEIIOKEHHYIO B MPOTPAMMHOM JJIOKYMEHTE
«Bonanas nannuarua EC, komnonent BEKI[A», o6cyxnenHom Ha CoBemannu B MockBe, 1
pons JlaHuM Kak BEAYILIEr0 TOCYIapcTBa B PA3BUTHM HACTOSIIEH WHUIMATUBBI —
koopauHaropa ot EBponeiickoro Coro3a, a taxke ponb Poccuiickoit ®@enepanyu U Ipyrux
crpan BEKIIA B ee npoBM>XKEHUU.

MBI MOHEMaeM HEOOXOIUMMOCTh CO31aHMsI 2(PPEKTUBHBIX MEXaHU3MOB COBEPIICHCTBOBAHHMS
KOOpJMHALIMM W B3aUMOJEWUCTBUS 7S JallbHEWIIero mnpoJBHKeHHs CTpaTernyeckoro
napTHepcTBa. Mbl mpocuM, 4yToObl OpPrKOMHUTET, CO3JaHHBIA [UIsi moaroroBku CoBemiaHus
Bricokoro ypoBHsI, oka3aynl Obl HEOOXOAMMYIO IMOAJIEPKKY BpeMeHHoMy Cekperapuary u
IPOJOJDKHII CBOIO paboTy BIUIOTH A0 KoHgepeHIMH MUHHCTPOB OKpYIKarolied cpesbl
perunona EDK OOH B Kuese B mae 2003r., Takke OKa3blBasi MOIJIEPKKY PYKOBOJIUTEIAM
paGouux rpymnn, chopmupoBaHHBIX BO Bpems Coemanus B MockBe A JalbHEHIIETo
pa3BUTHUSI UHUIMATHUBBI.

Mpbl obOpamiaeMcsi K pyKOBOJUTEISIM paOOyuX TPYIN € MPU3BIBOM IPOJOKUTH padoTy,
HaIpaBJICHHYIO Ha JajibHEHIIy0 pa3paboTKy CTpaTerudyeckoro nmapTHEpCTBA B LIEJIOM U €T0
CTPYKTYPHBIX OJIOKOB, B YaCTHOCTH, JI0 T€X MOP, MOKa HEe OyAyT CO3/1aHbl COOTBETCTBYIOIIHE
MEXaHU3Mbl. MBI C C HHTEPECOM OTMEYAEeM UTOTOBBIM TOKYMEHT KOHCYJIBTaTUBHOW BCTPEUH
10 OKpY’KarolleH cpene, Boge U 6e3onmacHocT crpad LlentpanbHoit A3un «Ilpurnamenue x
napTHepcTBY» (AnMmartbl, Kazaxcran, 30-31 saBaps 2003r.), npeacraineHdsiii Ha CoBemanuu
U OTpaXKaroIuil cyOpernoHaibHbIN Moaxo K peanuzanuu CTpaTerniyeckoro napTHepCTBa.

Mb1 npusbiBaem Bce crtpanbl pernoHa BEKIIA u npyrux 3amHTEpeCOBAHHBIX MapTHEPOB
NPUCOCTUHUTHCS K 3TOM HMHHLIMATHBE W NPUHATH ydacTHe B JalibHeHIneid paspaboTke
Crpareruueckoro mnapTHEpPCTBa, HAIpHUMEp, Y4acTBYS B JEATEIBHOCTH pabodyux TrpyIil,
pa3BUBAIOIIMX MHULIMATHBY. MBI MPHUBETCTBYeM OOJBIION HMHTEPEC U aKTUBHOE Y4acTue
Ipa)/JIaHCKOTro O0IecTBa B MOJATOTOBKE 3aKIIOUUTEIbHBIX MaTepuaioB 3Toro CoBelaHus u
MOATBEPKJIAEM Hallle HAMEPEHHE COTPYJHHYATh CO BCEMM 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIMM CTOPOHAMU
MIpH JalibHEeHIen pa3paboTke u peanuzanuu CTpaTernyecKoro napTHEPCTBa.

Mper npuseiBaem [lanuto u  Poccuiickyro ®enepauuto mnpencraButh CTparermueckoe
naptHepctBo oT uMeHu crpad EC u BEKIIA, a takxke Opyrux 3auHTEPECOBAHHBIX CTOPOH B



xone Just EBponsl Ha Tperbem Bcemupnom Bognom ®@opyme B Kuoro 21 mapra 2003r., a
takxe Ha KoHdepeHunu Munuctpos okpyxaromieit cpensl peruona ESK OOH B Kuese.

Mpbl BbIpakaeM Hally IyOOKYIO MPU3HATEIbHOCTh MUHHCTEPCTBY HPUPOIHBIX PECYpPCOB
Poccuiickoit ®@enepanuu, JlarckoMy areHTCTBY Mo oxpaHe okpyxatomieir cpensl (DEPA),
Wucturyty DHI no npoGnemam BoApl M OKpyXkarouiel cpeabl, a Takke Poccuiickomy
PETHOHAIBHOMY 9KOJIOTMUECKOMY LIEHTPY 3a IpoBefeHue 3Toro CoBelanusl.

Ipunsamo 6 Mockese 6 mapma 2003 200a



Group session on transboundary river basins and regional seas

Chairperson: Mr. Koskin (Russian Federation)
Facilitator: Mr. Enderlein (UNECE)
Rapporteur: Mr. Gishin (NGO Ecoterra)

Some 30 representatives of Governments, international organizations, NGOs and the private sector
participated in the work of the session. Work focused on three major topics:

= What should be the main focus of the EU WI regarding transboundary river basins and regional
seas?

= Existing building blocks and identification of new building blocks
= Coordination of future work
1. Main focus of the EU WI

Participants agreed in principle on the five major direction of work set out in the background paper,
namely: (a) legal and regulatory framework and its implementation; (b) Establishments and
strengthening of institutions; (c) Monitoring and assessment; (d) access to information and public
participation; and (e) river basin management planning including decision-support systems and
integration of land and water management (concerted action plans).

Participants stressed that the first two items are particularly important as they provide the basis for
the implementation of the items (c) to (¢) which are by their very nature technical issue rather than
policy- or strategy-linked issues.

Items (a) and (b)

Under items (a) and (b), the harmonization of the legal and regulatory basis as well as strengthening
joint bodies (including training of staff) were of particular importance. Given that the UNECE
Water Convention and the two related protocols on water and health and on civil liability will
continue to provide the overall framework for cooperation under items (a) and (b), participants
stressed the need for the drawing up of bilateral or multilateral agreements to take into account the
specifics of the river basins. Participants appreciated the information by Belarus that this country
will become soon a Party to the Water Convention, and encouraged the non-Party countries in the
Caucasian sub-region (Armenia, Georgia) and in Central Asia (Uzbekistan, Tadjikistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan) to ratify without further delay.

Participants also stressed the need for drawing up or finalizing work on regional seas agreements
for the two missing water bodies: the Aral and the Caspian. The close link between sustainable
water management in transboundary river basins (pollution prevention, water-quantity related
problems) and the protection of the regional seas was once more underlined.

Items (c) to (e)

Participants pointed to some problem areas that should also be addressed by building blocks.
Examples include:

= Rational use of water, demand management and sharing of water among countries



= Indicators for sustainable water management (to measure also progress under the EU WI)

= Ecosystem approach in water management, including aspects of biodiversity and integration of
land and water management

= Pollution prevention and rehabilitation of damaged ecosystems

» Implementation of the principles of the EU Water Framework Directive at least in the river
basins the NIS countries share with EU member countries.

In the discussion of the above new proposals it was particularly underlined that country initiatives
linked to the EU Water Framework Directive would also help resolving problems mentioned above
under ecosystem approach and pollution prevention.

The participants agreed to draft proposals for building blocks that would help filling the gaps
identified above, and to develop ownership on the existing and newly proposed building blocks.

IL. Building blocks

Participants noted that the existing list of building blocks was mainly based on inputs by
international organization that are in charge of coordination international programmes (e.g. under
the UNECE Water Convention, the Black Sea Convention, the Tacis programmes), rather than on
inputs by EECCA countries. Therefore, the list should be supplemented by country proposals (as
much as possible to be coordinated with riparian countries in one or the other river basin).
Participants agreed to provide a first set of new building blocks by the end of the meeting.

Participants, while taking into account the existing list of building blocks, raised concern that the
chosen structure of presenting the building blocks was to complicated

A possible new grouping could be made as follows:
Cooperation on issues that are common for all EECCA countries

This would particularly address strategies, plans and programmes. The following existing building
blocks would also be covered: sustainable flood prevention, compliance with agreements,
indicators for integrated water resources management; UNECE, UNEP, Swedish EPA, Russian
MRN, Ecoterra project on transboundary waters and possible follow up, Manual on public
participation in water management. Further proposals are expected by the end of the meeting.

Sub-regional cooperation

This would include sub-regional cooperation of the Caucasian countries, the countries of central
Asia, sub-regional cooperation under the “Northern Dimension”, cooperation on the Black Sea
basin etc. This would also cover the existing building blocks that address sub-regional cooperation
issues.

Ecosystems of specific transboundary rivers
This would include work on issues that are specific for a given river basin. Examples of existing

building blocks include the Tacis projects on monitoring and assessment of the Tobol, Kura,
Severski Donets and Propyat.



II1. Coordination of future work

Participants noted the existing cooperation arrangements, e.g. under the UNECE Water Convention
and the Black Sea Convention. They also noted the valuable work done by the working group that
was in charge of preparing the EECCA component of the EU WI.

These arrangements should be maintained, and interaction between these “bodies” strengthened.
It was however very important to include representatives of the EECCA into the future fine-tuning

of work. A meeting of high-level representatives of EECCA, like the present one, should be
envisaged on, maybe yearly intervals.
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