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The programme of work adopted by the Parties at their first meeting (ECE/MP.WH/2/Add.5 - EUR/06/5069385/1/Add.5) includes an area of work on the promotion of the Protocol on Water and Health and advocacy, aiming to “promote the Protocol and disseminate information on its achievements in order to increase its visibility, win political support and encourage new Parties to ratify it”. Activities in this programme area are also aimed at developing new partnerships and synergies.

At the first meeting of the Bureau of the Protocol on Water and Health (Geneva, 13-14 September 2007), the Chairperson agreed to prepare a concept for a communication strategy of the Protocol to achieve the above-mentioned objectives.
This document presents a first draft of the communication strategy. 
The Working Group is invited to provide its comments on:


(a)
The proposed general framework and component of the draft communication strategy and in particular any possible gaps;

(b) 
Main actors (Bureau, joint  secretariat, Focal Points, different national and local authorities and other partners) and their role in the further development and implementation of the communication strategy;


(c)
Ways and means to enhance the action of the different actors and specific tools that can be developed to this aim;


(d)
Any additional means to increase the visibility and political weight of the Protocol.

I. General framework

The communication process is essential for the public awareness regarding the activities developed within the Protocol on Water and Health to the 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (London, 17 June 1999). 

The objective is to promote a better understanding of the Protocol provisions and of the actions/initiatives carried out of by the different bodies under the Protocol (Bureau, Task Forces, etc) under the Protocol’s programme of work. 

II. Internal communication

The issues discussed within the bodies under the Meeting of the Parties are recorded by the Secretariat, which disseminates them to all the National Focal Points.
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III. External communication

The external communication has two components: 

A. Press. The Secretariat disseminates the information on the Protocol, through the UNECE Information Unit, to the international media and to the National Focal Points. 

The National Focal Points disseminate the information to the national press, through the Press Units within their organizations. In case there are more than 1 National Focal Point, the information from the Secretariat is analyzed from the point of view of the relevance (water issues, health issues) and the relevant National Focal Point will disseminate it to the national press.

At national level, the National Focal Points may also inform the national press by issuing press releases/interviews etc regarding the Protocol and different events under the umbrella of the Protocol. Also, the National Focal Points may publish relevant information on the website of the water and health institutions.

It is essential to bring in front of the press (and the public opinion) the idea that the Protocol and the activities under its umbrella are directly linked to the health of the people and, in addition, there is a strong link between the water status and people’s health.
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B. Different stakeholders in the field of water management and health. The information is disseminated by the National Focal Points to the national stakeholders, taking into account the principle applied in case of the national press.


It is essential that National Focal points disseminate the information to all relevant national stakeholders (relevant national and local authorities, NGOs) etc. 

C. General public. Each National Focal Point may publish on the website of the institution to whom belongs the relevant information (water or health). On the other hand, an information campaign on the level of the countries which are Parties to the Protocol could have brought information to the general public regarding the Protocol and its vision.

In this case it is important to communicate to the general public how the activities carried out within the Protocol might improve the water quality on which the health of the people depends. 

D. Other events. During different other events, the representatives of the Secretariat, National Focal Points should present in few words issues about the Protocol and its vision.
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