International Commission for
the Protection of the Rhine
(ICPR):

evolution of organizational
structure and substantive
scope and cooperation with
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Catchment area

3rd biggest
European river



Landmarks

1950 - Foundation
1963 - Convention of Berne

1986 - Accident at Sandoz
1987 - Rhine Action Program




The ICPR

P IcPR

Established 1950, amended in 1963 and 1999

> Members

Switzerland, France, Germany,
Luxemburg, Netherlands, European
Union
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Cooperation L

« De-centralised organization

« National delegations
— political mandate
— technical know how
— annual budget 1.200.000 €/a (operational costs of the
Secretariat)

 Political framework, no sanctions




Organisation

Plenary Assembly (PLEN)
Coordinating Committee (CC)

Heads of Delégation (DEL)

Strategy Group (SG)

Subordinate Strategy Group (SG-K)
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Challenges

First Phase (50ties - 70ties twentieth-century)

 Building trust and mutual understanding

« Convincing society of the danger of continuous
iIncreasing water pollution

Turning Point: Sandoz Accident

e From short term detailed technical discussion to
long term ambitious goal setting

l-  Integration of all relevant policy fields
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Thank you! L




