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Task Force on Extreme Weather Events

Guidance for the preparation of a general report by countries 

To allow effectively exchange of countries’ experiences in coping with the problems caused by increase of extreme weather events and their impacts on health, the Task Force, at its first meeting (Rome, Italy, 21-22 April 2008) agreed that countries should prepare general reports on their national situations in respect to this issue. This document provides guidance for the preparation of these reports.

Countries are kindly requested to address in their reports the below listed issues. While addressing these issues they should highlight: 

(a) key points of current status; 

(b) major challenges; 

(c) government initiatives/project and future plans; 

d) key points of good or unsuccessful  practices. 

Suggested Issues:

1. Among extreme events which one would you consider as an environmental priority in your country: flooding events (heavy rains, storm surges and flash floods), water scarcity, drought, all of them? Please specify:

a. most affected areas: urban, rural, coastal areas, mountains 

b. most relevant environmental impacts: safe water supply, water and food insecurity, tourism, contamination (microbiological and chemical) 

c. other

2. What are critical areas in prevention and preparedness system? Please specify and provide examples: 

a. operation of centralised and community water supply and sanitation systems during periods of extreme drought and flooding events

b. rehabilitation of flooded water supply and water distribution systems 

c. forecasting  and early warning

d. developing of risk/hazard maps

e. contamination assessment and control 

f. water management

g. other

3. In relation to the health  risks from extreme events, please specify:  

a. health risk/impact assessment of extreme events was ever performed                         

b. a priority health outcome.(direct impacts; water borne, food borne, and/or vector borne diseases) 

c. problems  encountered in your country preparedness, in the area of:

i. efficiency of early warning (e.g. meteo, environmental, public health) 

ii. information and communication to population

iii. cooperation among environmental and public health operators

iv. personnel training 

v. other

4. Example of adaptation measures in your country that may regard:

a. legislation or facilitating mechanism ( e.g. multidisciplinary committee, ad hoc financial resource, research programme/project  etc) 

b. water management 

c. water supply and sanitation projects 

d. environmental monitoring and information system

e. local projects 

f. other
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