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PRACTICAL INFORMATION
1. The meeting of the Task Force will start at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday, 27 October 2009 and end at 4.30 p.m. 28 October 2009. It will be held in conference room VIII of the Palais des Nations, Geneva). The working languages will be English, French and Russian. 

2. The meeting is open to experts from UNECE member States representing governmental authorities, the private sector and non-governmental organizations as well as other interested stakeholders. Focal points are requested to disseminate information on the meeting and to facilitate nomination of relevant experts from their respective countries.

3. Eligible participants from countries with economies in transition may apply for financial support to facilitate their participation in the meeting. Requests for financial support should be submitted to the UNECE secretariat (diana.teeder@unece.org) as soon as possible, but not later than 10 September 2009. No application will be accepted after this deadline due to changes in visa and travel arrangement regulations.

4. Participants requiring entry visas should inform the UNECE secretariat as soon as possible. Due to the entry of Switzerland in the Schengen Zone in December 2008, visa procedures have become more complicated. The minimum amount of time needed for obtaining a visa is now 15 working days. Participants needing a visa are therefore requested to submit their application as soon as possible and initiate visa procedures at least three weeks before the meeting.

5. In accordance with United Nations accreditation procedures, participants are requested to complete the registration form available online (http://www.unece.org/env/water/meetings/documents_TFEWE.htm) and to transmit it to the UNECE secretariat by 10 October 2009 at the latest, either by fax (+ 41 22 917 0621) or e-mail (diana.teeder@unece.org). On their way to the meeting, participants should obtain an identification badge at the Pass and Identification Unit of the United Nations Office at Geneva Security and Safety Section located at the Pregny Gate, 14 Avenue de la Paix (see map on the UNECE website). Please allow time for this. In case of difficulty, please contact the secretariat by telephone at +41 22 917 1980. 


6. Practical information on the Palais des Nations, as well as on transport and accommodation in Geneva, is available online at: http://www.unece.org/meetings/practical.htm.

7. Further information, the registration form and relevant material will be made available on the following website in due course: http://www.unece.org/env/water/meetings/documents_TFEWE.htm 
Item 1: Opening of the meeting (Tue, 27 Oct, 10:00 – 10:10) 

1.
The Chairperson of the Task Force, Dr Luciana Sinisi, will open the meeting.

Item 2: Adoption of the Agenda (Tue, 27 Oct, 10:10 – 10:15) 

2. 
The Task Force is expected to adopt its Agenda as set out in the present document 

Item 3: Review of the Guidance on water supply and sanitation in extreme weather events (Tue, 27 Oct, 10:15 – 13:00) 

	Background document: 
	

	Guidance on water supply and sanitation in extreme weather events
	TFEWE/2009/3


3. 
The Chairperson will recall lessons learned from the work of the Task Force, highlight the main achievements, the link with water management adaptation measures and introduce the overall content and structure of the document.

4. 
The key issues of the guidance document will be presented by the lead authors and experts with special focus on additional environment and health risk elements under climate change and variability conditions. Discussion by the Task Force members will be facilitated by presentations on following issues: 

(a) New challenges for water utility managers under climate  change and variability 

(b) Information and communication needs in disaster preparedness and early warning 

(c) Environment and health risk management for coastal areas and bathing waters in extreme weather events   

Item 3 (continued): Review of the Guidance on water supply and sanitation in extreme weather events (Tue 27 Oct, 15:00 – 16:00)

(a) Role of the health system in disaster preparedness and early warning  

(b) Adaptation measure for water supply utilities in extreme weather events 

(c) Adaptation measures for drainage, sewerage and wastewater treatment

(d) Potential further areas of investigations: rain water harvesting  

(e) Main conclusions 

Item 4: Finalization of the Guidance on water supply and sanitation in extreme weather events cont (Tue 27 Oct, 17:00 – 18:00)

5. 
The UNECE Secretariat will explain the procedures related to the endorsement and adoption of the final Guidance document by the second meeting of the Parties.

6. 
The WHO Secretariat will inform the Task Force on procedures for publication including through commercial publication and distribution channels.

7. 
The Task Force will agree on work sharing arrangements for the finalization of the Guidelines, taking into consideration the Fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health (Parma, Italy, 10 – 12 March 2010), the third Meeting of the Working Group on Water and Health (Geneva, Switzerland, 27 – 28 May 2009) and the second Meeting of the Parties (Romania, 2010).
Item 5: The future of the Guidance and the Task Force (Wed 28 Oct, 09:30 – 11:00)

8. 
In preparation to the third meeting of the Working Group on Water and Health (Geneva, Switzerland, May 27-28, 2010), the Task Force will discuss feasibility issues of the Guidance implementation in the region as well as countries’ needs that can be addressed by the future work of the Task Force. Presentation will be made to facilitate discussion by Task Force members with special focus on: 

(a) Implementation of the Guidance by local authorities/water services, in particular main institutional and/or technical barriers for guidance implementation; 

(b) Pilot testing
The Task Force will explore available tools, partnership and financial needs.
Item 6: Task Force activities and synergies with other current programmes (Wed 28 Oct, 11.00 – 12:30) 

9. 
The Task Force will take cognizance of work done in other programmes, and will discuss how it can best contribute to, and benefit from, such programmes.

Contribution by the Protocol to the Fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health (Parma, 10 – 12 March 2010) 

	Background documents: 
	

	Draft programme for “Protocol day” event in the framework of the Environment and Health Ministerial Conference 
	TFEWE/2009/4

	Protocol’s strategic document for the Ministerial Conference: Main water and health issues in the region, Protocol’s achievements and challenges ahead
	TFEWE/2009/5 


10.
A Representative of Italy will inform the meeting on the progress in the preparation of the Fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health. 

11.
The Task Force will be informed by the Secretariat of the outcome of the discussions on the organization of the programme of Protocol Day at the preceding Bureau Meeting (Geneva, 8 – 9 September 2009) and will discuss how the work of the Task Force can contribute to the success of the Protocol Day. 

12.
A draft of the Protocol’s document for the Ministerial Conference on the main water and health related issues in the region will be tabled.  The document will highlight the main water and health issues in the region and how Protocol is addressing them: it will take stocks of achievements, share experiences, and discuss existing challenges and future prospects for work. The document will in particular highlight the links to Regional Priority Goal 1 Access to safe water and basic sanitation for all children in the European region under climate change and variability challenge. The Task Force will comment on the main messages related to climate change and water and health that should be conveyed by the document.
13.
The Task force will also discuss on the opportunity, as well as ways and means, to promote the Guidance on water supply and sanitation in extreme weather events at the Ministerial Conference.
13.
The Task Force will be informed on the ongoing work of common interest:
(a) under the other subsidiary bodies established under the Protocol on Water and Health  

(b) under the 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes. 

(c) under Water Safety Plan implementation WSP network 

Item 8: Future work activities under the Protocol Water and Health to be included in the work programme 2011-2013 (Wed 28 Oct, 14:30 – 16:00)

	Background document: 
	

	Protocol and climate change adaptation
	TFEWE/2009/6


14. 
The Chairperson will introduce the discussion with Task Force members on the issue of the relevance of the Protocol provisions and Task Force activities to support climate change adaptation. The background document will highlight the main water, health and climate change issues in the region and how Protocol is addressing them: it will take stocks of achievements, share experiences, and discuss existing challenges and future prospects for work under the Protocol. The Task Force will discuss the main messages related to climate change and extreme weather events that should be embedded in the background document and agree on how to provide its input. 
15.
On the basis of the previous considerations, the Task Force will discuss its achievements in the current work plan, the challenges encountered and the lessons-learned. 
Members of the Task Force will be invited to comment, and to support or disapprove further actions in the area of climate change adaptation to be discussed for the future Work Programme under the Protocol on Water and Health.

16. 
Subject to the outcome of the discussion, the Task Force may request the Secretariat to draft an information document to the third meeting of the Working Group on Water and Health highlighting the need for continued action under the Protocol in the area of climate change adaptation, the continuation of the Task Force with a renewed mandate and the relevant proposed activities.

Item 9: Other business (Wed 28 Oct, 16:00 – 16:15) 

17. 
At the time of writing, the Secretariat had no points to propose under this item 

Item 10: Closure

18. 
The Chairperson will close the meeting at 16:30 pm on Wednesday, 28 October 2009.
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