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DRAFT OUTLINE OF THE WORKING PAPER ON THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH FOR THE FIFTH MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON 
ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH, 10-12 MARCH 2010, PARMA, ITALY 
The document will be prepared by a consultant with advocacy experience under the close supervision of the Bureau and the Joint UNECE/WHO-EURO secretariat of the Protocol on Water and Health. Intermediary drafts will be available for comments. The final version should be available by mid-December.
OBJECTIVES OF THE PAPER:
· To take stock of progress on water and health sectors in the pan-European region since the Protocol’s adoption and how the Protocol has contributed to progress
· Present the role of the Protocol on Water and Health in reaching the regional priority goals (RPGs) and linkages with CEHAPE as well as MDGs
· Present the role of the Protocol in adapting to climate change
· Demonstrate how the Protocol can help the Ministers to fulfill the commitments made at this and previous Conferences on Environment and Health.
· Highlight the remaining challenges related to water and health and make recommendations on the way forward
EXTENDED OUTLINE (titles are not final ones, just working titles)
A. 
Taking stocks of last 10 years: main achievements (1 page):

This session should highlight the successes and main achievements under the Protocol and take stocks of the overall pictures and developments since its adoption. 
· The Protocol has entered into force, 23 States have ratified it and more countries are in the process of joining
· Through the process of setting targets, the Protocol contributes to raising attention to the importance of safe water and sanitation. Some have already set targets, other are in the process. 

· The Protocol has become operational: from the concept to action at the country and at the regional level. The working “infrastructure” has been created in particular many multilateral bodies have been created to support exchange of experience, harmonized progress and mutual assistance in the region (Ad Hoc Project Facilitation Mechanism, Task Forces, Compliance Committee)
· Situation and developments in the region for what concerns access to water and sanitation, consequences for human health (data on incidence of water related diseases) and status of water resources

B.
What are the lessons so far:
1. Governance and awareness (2 pages)
· Health and environment institutions still working within their own boundaries, applying their own sectoral policies
· Low awareness of linkage between environment/water/health
· Low political priority on the government’s agendas, despite the high social and economic importance
· Important reform of the water sector (EUWFD and reform of water code in many EECCA countries), however legislation is still sectoral
· Low enforcement of existing laws and regulations
=> How the Protocol contributes to addressing the above problems:

· Protocol only legal framework bringing together water and health 

· Obliges sectors to plan together and requires countries to create a multisectoral platform 

· Ask to cooperate with private sector and civil society
· Strong accent on public participation => increases awareness and chances that commitments will be implemented 

· Regional platform for continuous dialogue and exchange of experience within the pan-European region (meetings of WG, TF, workshops, etc)

· Tools to assist countries (guidelines on setting targets)

· Capacity building (training, workshops) with attention to emerging issues

· Accountability (transparency of target setting process + Compliance Committee)

2. Access to water and sanitation (1.5 pages)
· Too little investments especially for sanitation, and not allocated to access in rural areas

· Quality of the service poor in EECCA, however improvement in many countries (Armenia, Moldova, etc)

· Problems of small supplies
· Seen as a technical issue, not looking at social aspects (equity) nor at governance aspects

· Growing concern in Western countries on how to ensure access to safe water / new chemical products, nano-components

=> How the Protocol contributes to addressing the above problems:
· Help countries to prioritize problems and thus allocate resources where they are most needed

· Promotes risk-based approach: water safety plans 
· Focus on action at the local level and on small supplies: allow exchange of experience and bring forward recommendations and good practices

· Bring attention to equity and affordability issues

3. Climate change (1.5 pages)
· Impacts of climate change on water resources will affect human health; children and old people are particularly vulnerable

· Threats for water supply and sanitation
· Gaps in the knowledge base

=> How the Protocol contributes to addressing the above problems:

· Target setting fosters long-term thinking in a cross sectoral way, thus it’s an opportunity for introducing adequate adaptation strategies
· Guidance on water supply and sanitation in extreme weather events

· Cooperation under the Protocol (TFEWE) support exchange of experience thus broadening the knowledge base 

4. Surveillance of water related diseases (WRDs)  (1.5 pages)
· Water-related diseases such as diarrhoea, cholera, typhoid fever and hepatitis A (WRDs) remain one of the major health concerns in the pan-European region, especially among children 
· New water related pathogens are emerging and becoming a major concern in recent years
· Within the pan-European region, there are clear differences between the geographical areas in the burdens of mortality and morbidity attributable to WRDs outbreaks
· Drinking contaminated water often cause the simultaneous infection of a large number of consumers, who may represent a substantial proportion of a community.
=> How the Protocol contributes to addressing the above problems:

· Parties of the Protocol shall ensure that a comprehensive national and/or local surveillance and early-warning system are established 

· the Protocol takes into account the significant inequality between surveillance systems in Europe and provides a strong impetus for international collaboration and cooperation in the development and monitoring of the performance of national surveillance systems

· The guidance  on water-related disease surveillance

5. Financing (1.5 pages)
· Inadequate investment in this sector at national level
· Little coordination between international donors

· Most of the funds for “big” investments for infrastructures, not enough “seed” funding for increasing capacity of the countries to plan and manage infrastructures
=> How the Protocol contributes to addressing the above problems:

· As a response to the Protocols provision on reach out and mutual assistance the Project Facilitation Mechanism (AHPFM) has been established. AHPFM has already raised considerable amounts of (development) funds and several donor countries have committed themselves to assist (recipient) countries in setting target and target dates. The AHPFM is considered as an excellent mechanism for channeling aid and development assistance to targeted input areas under the Protocol on Water and Health
 C.
The way forward – Recommendations (1 page)
· Increase ratification and strengthen implementation of the Protocol. Use it as platform to analyse the national situation, streamline and harmonize responsibilities and commitments and improve efficiency of actions and investment in the areas of water and health

· Make use of the Protocol as powerful tool to follow-up and implement the water and health commitments of the “Environment and Health” Ministerial process and to fulfill other international international commitments such as MGDs

· Take advantage of the Protocol’s technical bodies to help counties to establish effective surveillance and response systems as tools for the prevention and control of water-related diseases;
· Assist countries with economies in transition to develop sustainable water resources management and build and maintain appropriate infrastructure for the supply of safe drinking-water and adequate sanitation with a due regard given to small scale water supplies and household treatment, as well as to the revitalization of basic hygiene measures. 

· Take fully advantage of the Ad Hoc Project Facilitation Mechanism established under the Protocol on Water and Health as a platform for partnership between donors and recipients. In particular more donor countries are invited to participate in the Mechanism 
· ….?
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