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Oldest of the modern environmental conventions

The only intergovernmental treaty focusing 

on one ecosystem: wetlands

The only intergovernmental treaty focusing 

on one ecosystem: wetlands

Adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar the 2nd February 1971

159 Contracting Parties all over the world
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Nigula, Sookuninga & Northern Bogs RS  - Estonia & Latvia

• Wetlands provide a wide range of ecosystem services 
that contribute to human well-being, e.g.:

- Ground water recharge and discharge 
- Storage and retention of water 
- Flood control, storm protection, flow regulation  
- Erosion protection 
- Soil formation 
- Water purification
- Nutrient cycling 
- Climate regulation 
- Production of fish, wild game, fruits, grains, and so on
- Production of timber, fuelwood, peat, fodder

• Wetlands are critical for the conservation of biological 
diversity 

Why wetlands?



Skadar lake RS - Albania & Montenegro

The 3 pillars of the Ramsar Convention

1. Wise Use of all wetlands through national land-use planning, 
appropriate policies and legislation, management actions, and 
public education

2. Designation of suitable wetlands for the List of Wetlands of 
International Importance («Ramsar List») and ensuring their 
effective management

3. International Cooperation concerning transboundary 
wetlands, shared wetland systems, shared species, and 
development projects that may affect wetlands

The Ramsar Convention provides the framework for 
national action and international cooperation for the 
conservation and wise use of wetlands and their 
resources.
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Handbooks

for the wise use of wetland 3rd edition

Of special relevance are:

-Water-related guidance n. 6

-River basin management n. 7

- Water allocation and management n. 8

- Managing groundwater n. 9

- International cooperation n. 17

Ramsar COP10 Resolution X.19: Consolidated Guidance for 
integrating wetland conservation and wise use into river 
basin management

MZ1
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MZ1 Establishing and strenghtening local communities and indigenous people participation in the wetlands management
Monica Zavagli; 23.09.2007



«Critical Path» approach



International significance in terms of ecology, botany, 
zoology, limnology or hydrology.

Wetlands of International Importance 
(Ramsar sites)

9 CRITERIARepresentative, rare 
or unique wetland type

Biological diversity

▪ threatened species or ecological 
communities

▪ Populations of plants or animals
important for maintaining biological
diversity
▪ species at critical stage of life cycle

2 specific criteria bases on waterbirds

2 specific criteria based on fish and fishery

1 specific criterion based on other taxa

Also hydrological importance:

•Natural control of flooding,
•Recharge of aquifers
•Maintaining high water quality
standards 
•etc.

MZ2

MZ3

MZ4
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MZ2 there is no limitation in size
while the focus of the convention was initially on wetlands as waterfowl habitat, the listing criteria include provisions related to fish and 
non-avian, wetland-dependent species
Monica Zavagli; 14.09.2007

MZ3 through the Administrative Authority - Role of NGOs in lobbying for designation of new sites
Monica Zavagli; 14.09.2007

MZ4 a wetlands listed as International importance does not mean OFF LIMITS for people, but the opposite because the treaty recognize the 
interdependence of people and wetlands and benefits and services that wetlands provide.
Monica Zavagli; 14.09.2007



Ramsar sites in Europe

Morava-Dyje-Danube confluence

Bayerische Wildalm

Stokhid-Pripyat-Prostyr floodplain

Vallée de la Haute Sûre

Nigula and Sookuninga and Northern Bogs

Rhin supérieur

Upper Tisza valley

Ipoly valley Poiplie

9 formally designated Transboundary Ramsar Sites

931 Ramsar sites (half of the RS in the world)

20 transboundary Ramsar sites yet without a formal designation



Ramsar sites in the second 
Assessment of transboundary waters

Lake Neusiedl-Fertö RS  - Austria & Hungary

•

• Transboundary Ramsar sites
(formally designated as transboundary or without such
formal designation; in some cases parts of a wetland
without Ramsar status will be also added) 

• To collect information special datasheet will be used

• In the Assessment report selected transboundary
Ramsar sites will be presented in a “box” or in a separate 
section of the chapter on the relevant river basin 



Danube Delta RS  - Moldova & Romania & Ukraine

X’s input to the second Assessment
of transboundary waters

Our objective is to:

• Add ecosystem and ecological information
components to an Assessment

•Illustrate biodiversity and cultural heritage values

•Highlight links between wetland services and the 
hydrological cycle in the catchment basin concerned



Transboundary Ramsar sites considered in 
the Assessment in SE Europe

Drava-Danube confluence
shared by Croatia, Hungary and Serbia
•Nature Park Kopacki rit (Kopački rit) Ramsar site - Croatia
•Béda-Karapancsa Ramsar site - Hungary 
•Gornje podunavlje Ramsar site - Serbia

Prespa Lake 
shared by Albania, Greece and The Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia
•Lake Prespa Ramsar site - The FYR of Macedonia
•Lake Mikri Prespa Ramsar site - Greece



Thank you!
More information:
www.ramsar.org

Trilateral RS Floodplains of the Danube-Morava-Dyje Confluence                                               
Austria & Czech Republic & Slovakia


