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General description of the basins – SR territory

19.410.020.033.426.0334.7136.260.11IPOLY

12.610.070.216.635.9937.3436.540.6VAH

Other 
forms 

Wetlands/
peatlands

no 
vegetation

Urban/
industrial 
areas 

GrasslandCroplandForestsWaterbodies

The 212.5 km-long Ipel/Ipoly has its source in the S lovak Ore 
Mountains in central Slovakia. It flows south to th e Hungarian 
border, and then southwest, west and again south al ong the 
border between Slovakia and Hungary un-til it flows  into the 
Danube near Szob. Major cities along its course are  Šahy
(Slovakia) and Balassagyarmat (Hungary). 
There are 14 reservoirs on the river.
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Countries sharing the river basin Countries sharing the river basin Countries sharing the river basin Countries sharing the river basin 

IPOLY:

1,502 (29.2%)HungaryTotal 5,151 km2

3,649 (70.8%)Slovakia

Area in the country in km²CountryThe area* of the 
river basin 
in the 
country:

The 212.5 km-long Ipel/Ipoly has its source in the 
Slovak Ore Mountains in central Slovakia. It flows 
south to the Hungarian border, and then southwest, 
west and again south along the border between 
Slovakia and Hungary un-til it flows into the Danub e 
near Szob. Major cities along its course are Šahy
(Slovakia) and Balassagyarmat (Hungary). 
There are 14 reservoirs on the river.
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Discharge characteristicsDischarge characteristicsDischarge characteristicsDischarge characteristics

IPOLY:

16.08.19930,395 m3/sQmin

25.05.1984230,5 m3/sQmax

1978-20088,032 m3/sQav

Period of time or dateDischargeDischarge characteristics

Gauging station (name and km reading e.g. from the mouth of the river 
or another fixed point):  SlovenskéĎarmoty, km 94.60
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Main problems in the basin and their relative 

importance 

IPOLY:
�Hydromorphological changes on rivers interrupted

natural river and habitat connectivity and
hydrological regime. 

�Increase of nutrients in surface waters and
groundwaters due to incorrect application of
organic and inorganic fertilizer, possible pollutio n
from pesticides application – both surface water and
groundwater.

�Significant – source of nutrient pollution, organic
pollution and chemical pollution: Agglomerations
without collecting system and treatment – source of
groundwater and surface water pollution – diffuse
pollution . 
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Main problems in the basin and their relative 

importance 

IPOLY:
� Un – controlled dump sites – significant pollution to  

groundwater and also surface waters
� Permitted industrial discharges – source of chemical  

pollution. Illegal discharges – the real extent of t his type of 
pressure is unknown

� Withdrawals for public water supply and industrial purposes –
this type of pressure is of small significant in th is river basin
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Additional information on waterAdditional information on waterAdditional information on waterAdditional information on water----qualityqualityqualityquality

and waterand waterand waterand water----quality classificationquality classificationquality classificationquality classification

� Ipoly river in SR was evaluated as modetate
ecological status in water bodies: SKI0001 and 
SKI0004 and in SKI0003 ecological status was 
good. Chemical status was good in all water bodies 
of Ipoly river.
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Program of measures

Program of measures for s.w. corresponds with identi fied 
problems:

� organic pollution
� nutrient pollution 
� priority and relevant substances pollution
� hydromorphological changes

Each identified problem from PoM deals with:

� environmental objectives (ICPDR level, national level, operational object.)

� Background information
� Vision to 2015 (scenarios, modelling)
� Basic and additional measures 



S
LO

V
E

N
S

K
Ý

 H
Y

D
R

O
M

E
T

E
O

R
O

LO
G

IC
K

Ý
 Ú

S
T

A
V

S
LO

V
A

K
 H

Y
D

R
O

M
E

T
E

O
R

O
LO

G
IC

A
L 

IN
S

T
IT

U
T

E

FUTURE TRENDS

� Ecological status and chemical status of 
transboundary section of Ipel/Ipoly river will 
improve due to realization of basic and 
supplementary measures in the river basin. 

� However good status in Ipel/Ipoly river is not 
expected till 2015 – because realization of 
measures (mainly hydromorphological and 
supplementary measures in small agglomerations 
of the river basin – more than 50 % inhabitants live  
in agglomerations below 2000 PE) due to high 
finance needs will be realized gradually up to 2025 . 

� Climatic change may affect surface water status –
the extent is not known at present. It is necessary  
to continue in realisation of National climatic 
program and in research of impacts of the climatic 
change on ecological and chemical status of 
surface water. 



GOOD LUCK!


