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Transboundary river systems
between Finland and Russia

• Several hundred rivers cross 
the border

• Most of them are small and 
close to natural state

• We handle 19 river systems
• Large

• Existing anthropogenic
pressure



Several rivers – only one agreement



FINNISH - RUSSIAN AGREEMENT

Regulations on :
• Water flow and structural measures
• Floods and water scarcity
• Timber floating and navigation
• Fisheries and fish migration
• Pollution and water quality
• Public health and economic considerations

-> IWRM based agreement



Reporting: one agreement- several
rivers

• Having one agreement covering several rivers -> many 
river specific questions will stay same for all rivers

• Our first idea was to group the rivers to avoid repeating 
the same story again and again

• However, anthropogenic pressures differ from one river to 
another

• If grouping, we lose some specific information for 
individual rivers

• After these consideration we decided to give separate 
story for each river.
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Reporting: ideas for next round

• A few issues to be updated
• New developments: joint risk management plan

• New international water strategy

• More consultation with regional authorities and 
stakeholders

• FI-RU: long-term, well-established cooperation 

• Guide ok for us, but more exact definitions are 
always helpful
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Thank You!


