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Transboundary river systems
between Finland and Russia

Suomen ja Vendjan rajavesistdjen valuma-alueet

e Several hundred rivers cross
the border

 Most of them are small and
close to natural state

« We handle 19 river systems
e Large

« Existing anthropogenic
pressure
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Several rivers — only one agreement

252 United Nations — Treaty Series 1965

[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION])

No. 7804. AGREEMENT! BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF FIN-
LAND AND THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST RE-
PUBLICS CONCERNING FRONTIER WATERCOURSES,
SIGNED AT HELSINKI, ON 24 APRIL 1964

The Government of the Republic of Finland and the Government of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, desiring to define the principles governing
the use of the common frontier watercourses of Finland and the Soviet Uniocn
and to establish a régime for their use, have decided to conclude the present
Agreement and have for this purpose appointed their Plenipotentiaries, who,
having exchanged their full powers, found in good and due form, have agreed

as follows :
CHAPTER I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article !



FINNISH - RUSSIAN AGREEMENT

Regulatlons on:
« Water flow and structural measures
 Floods and water scarcity
 Timber floating and navigation
* Fisheries and fish migration
 Pollution and water quality
 Public health and economic considerations

-> I[WRM based agreement




Reporting: one agreement- several
rivers

« Having one agreement covering several rivers -> many
river specific questions will stay same for all rivers

 OQur first idea was to group the rivers to avoid repeating
the same story again and again

« However, anthropogenic pressures differ from one river to
another

« If grouping, we lose some specific information for
individual rivers

 After these consideration we decided to give separate
story for each river.



Reporting: ideas for next round

« Afew issues to be updated

New developments: joint risk management plan
New international water strategy

« More consultation with regional authorities and
stakeholders

* FI-RU: long-term, well-established cooperation

e Guide ok for us, but more exact definitions are
always helpful







