Workshop on Water and Health

 Bucharest 14th -16th of May 2008

Programme

Introduction:

The overall rationale behind this workshop program is to ensure capacity building through active participation from workshop participants. Opening and closing sessions will be plenary, as will be the UNDP “Water Community of Practice” meeting and Session 2 on Economic and financial issues related to implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health. Session 1 and 3 gives the best options for facilitated group discussions and inclusion of regional experiences leading towards a set of recommendations to be included in the workshop report and for the future activities towards implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health. 

In the working group sessions the participants will be given the possibility to contribute to the discussion on a) the main issues on water and health in their respective countries b) the value of the Water and Health Protocol to address water-related diseases and c) a discussion on the challenges of implementation of the Protocol and coordination among water/environment and health sectors. The discussion will facilitate exchange of experiences on the different topics and participation in the discussion in smaller groups will further promote the participants’ profound understanding of the issues and challenges related to the water/health issues and the implementation of the Protocol.
To ensure a common understanding of these important issues among the participants the sessions will be introduced by plenary presentations and followed by a report back to the plenary  from the working groups, where recommendations from the groups will be put forward. 

	Day 1

14th May 2008
	

	09.00


	Workshop opening:

Opening remarks by:

· Ms Lucia Ana Varga, Secretary of State, Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development of Romania, Chairperson of the Bureau of the Protocol on Water and Health
· Ms. Francesca Bernardini, UNECE

· Mr. Juerg Staudenmann, UNDP

· Mr. Dumitru Dorogan, European Commission

· Ms. Saba Nordstrom, OSCE



	09.30


	Special Session – “Towards a regional programme on applying a human rights-based approach (HRBA) to Water Governance: challenges and opportunities”  

UNDP is inviting for a “Stakeholder and Expert Consultation Roundtable” to present and discuss its new Regional Programme on HRBA to Water Governance, and the direct linkage to the Protocol on Water and Health 

(see separate agenda for details)

	13.00
	Lunch break

	14.00

 
	Introduction to the workshop programme, objectives and working procedures, Ms. Miriam Feilberg, Workshop Consultant
· workshop consultant

· Q&A



	14.30


	Introduction to the Protocol on Water and Health, Mr. Tomasz Juszczak, UNECE

· Q&A



	15.00 – 15.30
	Coffee Break



	15.30 – 17.45

	Session 1 – Implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health

	
	Keynote presentations, introducing each of the topics of the working group sessions
· General introduction to the three topics, Miriam Feilberg / Jesper Karup Pedersen, workshop consultants
· IWRM Planning Process for Kazakhstan - how were health issues addressed? Mr. Alexander Nikolayenko, CAREC 
· Target setting in accordance with the Protocol on Water and Health, Mr. Mihaly Kadar, National Institute of Environmental Health, Hungary
· Surveillance and early warning systems for water-related diseases, Mr Enzo Funari, National Institute of Health, Italy
· Q&A and discussion



	17.45 – 18.00
	Introduction to working group on Thursday morning, Miriam Feilberg / Jesper Karup Pedersen

	

	Day 2

15th May 2008
	

	09.00
	Session 1 continued 



	
	Working groups: 


	1. Integrated water resources management and its potential to address health issues. 
Presentations:
1. Armenia, pollution prevention in water resources management: Ms. Svetlana Vardanyan
2. Belarus, protection of source water for drinking water supply: Mr. Mikhail Kalinin
Facilitator: Mr. Alexandr Nikolayenko
Rapporteur: Ms. Miriam Feilberg

	2. Setting targets and monitoring them – regional experiences on what will lead to a healthy water environment
Presentations:

1. Azerbaijan, Plans for target setting process in Azerbaijan: Ms. Matanat Avazova
2.Ukraine, Challenges in target setting in Ukraine: Mr. Kiril Sereda
Facilitator: Mr. Mihaly Kadar 

Rapporteur: Mr. Jesper Karup Pedersen

	3. Surveillance, early warning system, contingency plans and response capacities for water-related diseases
Presentations:

1. Moldova: how are water-related diseases surveyed: Mr. Sergiu Oglinda
2. Turkmenistan, monitoring systems for water supply systems: Mr. Rustam Esenmuradov
3. Overview of surveillance of water related diseases in the UNECE region, Ms. Monica Blasi
Facilitator. Mr. Enzo Funari, Italy

Rapporteur: Ms. Francesca Bernardini, UNECE



	11.00
	Coffee break

	11.30
	Reports back to plenary, recommendations on key issues

	12.00
	Session 2 Economic and financial issues related to the implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health



	
	Keynote presentations, country representatives 
· Development and implementation of a financing strategy in the water sector in Moldova. Mr. Victor Caun, Moldova

· Development and implementation of a financing strategy in the water sector in Georgia, Mr. Merab Kandelaki, Georgia
· Feasible Model and how it is used in the urban water sector in EECCA, by Jesper Karup Pedersen, COWI
· Q&A



	13.00
	Lunch break

	14.00


	· Facilitated discussion on opportunities and gaps for projects and activities, benefits from implementation of the Protocol. Experiences with access to funding, international assistance and benefits from the Protocol on Water and Health related to projects and assistance.
· Facilitator Jesper Karup Pedersen, Workshop Consultant

· Protocol’s Ad Hoc Project Facilitation Mechanism, Ms. Roisin Rooney, WHO-EURO 
· Links between the EU Water Initiative and the Ad Hoc Project Facilitation Mechanism, Mr. Rainer Enderlein,  UNECE 



	15.30
	Introduction to working group on session 3, Miriam Feilberg/Jesper Karup Pedersen

	15.45
	Coffee Break

	16.00 – 18.00
	Session 3 Coordination mechanisms on water and health and public participation


	
	Break-out groups on cross-sectoral cooperation on water and health and public participation– good and bad experiences from the UNECE region

	1.The example of Armenia: Ms. Nune Bakunts 

Facilitator: Mr. Rainer Enderlein
Rapporteur: Mr. Jesper Karup Pedersen


	2. The example of Romania: Ms. Anemari Ciurea
Facilitator: Ms. Francesca Bernardini

Rapporteur: Mr. Tomasz Juszczak


	3. The example of Uzbekistan: Mr. Jakumul Durmatov
Facilitator: Ms. Anna Tsvietkova, Mama 86

Rapporteur: Ms. Miriam Feilberg

	

	Day 3

16th May 2008
	

	09.00- 11.00
	Session 3 Coordination mechanisms on water and health and public participation (continued)


	
	· Joint report by the rapporteurs of the three working groups, based on the outcome of the working groups and on the background document and the following interventions.

· Cross-sectoral cooperation in the context of the Protocol on Water and Health,  Mr. Mihaly Kadar, Hungary

· Monitoring of the Dniester river: cooperation between the water and health sectors and non-governmental organizations, Ms. Tatiana Siniaeva, Ecotiras

· Linking water safety plans and IWRM plans, Mr. Rainer Enderlein, UNECE

	11.00
	Coffee Break

	11.30
	· Water Safety Planning in schools, Ms. Margriet Samwel, WECF

· Added value and challenges for public participation in the implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health, Ms. Anna Tsvietkova, Mama 86

· Compliance procedure under the Protocol on Water and Health, Ms. Diana Iskreva, member of the Protocol’s Compliance Committee

	13.00
	Lunch break

	14.00 – 15.00
	Closing session - main workshop findings:

· Recommendations from the workshop  to be included in the final report and workshop evaluation
The way ahead and follow-up activities from the different organizers:

· Ms. Lucia Ana Varga, Romania

· Mr. Andrea Leone, European Commission
· Mr. Juerg Staudenmann, UNDP

· Ms. Saba Nordstrom, OSCE

· Ms. Francesca Bernardini, UNECE
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