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Recommendations 
 
Participants from the countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia stressed the 
need to improve institutional frameworks for water management, including the management of 
groundwater, at the national level, and emphasized the importance of developing cooperation 
between States on the management, use and protection of transboundary groundwaters. 
 
Participants noted the importance of the following activities at the national level: 
 
(a) Improve coordination, communication and exchange of information between governmental 
authorities responsible for the management of groundwaters and surface waters, as well as other 
areas of regulation (state of transboundary water resources, public health, environmental 
protection, etc.); 
 
(b) Develop monitoring networks and methodologies for groundwater monitoring (status 
monitoring) at national level and organize, as necessary, a reassessment of groundwater 
resources; 
 
(с) Increase attention to the status of groundwater-dependent ecosystems; 
 
(d) Raise awareness among both governmental authorities and other stakeholders and the 
general public on the importance of groundwater, particularly for drinking water supply; 
 
(e) Ensure the basic and advanced training of experts in hydrogeology and implement other 
measures to strengthen human capacity;  
 
(f) Strengthen material (laboratory equipment, etc.) and methodological basis for 
hydrogeological activities; 
 
(g) Ensure participation of groundwater experts in the development and revision of national 
water policies and legislation; 
 
(h) Implement comprehensive research of transboundary aquifers, including the impacts on 
groundwater of anthropogenic and technical factors, as well as of global climate change and 
adaptation measures.  
 



Participants stressed that cooperation of States in the area of groundwater is needed in 
order to avoid excessive exploitation and pollution of groundwaters. They emphasized the 
importance of the following activities at transboundary level: 
 
(а) Develop bilateral and multilateral cooperation on the use and protection of transboundary 
groundwaters, including exchange of data and information on status and pressures; 
 
(b) Organize joint delineation and status assessment for transboundary groundwaters and 
develop methodologies and programmes for joint monitoring; 
 
(c) Analyze transboundary water cooperation agreements in force in order to clarify their scope 
and existing obligations of States in relation to transboundary groundwaters, as well as assess 
the needs for entering into new agreements or revising existing agreements to ensure the 
regulation of use and protection of transboundary groundwaters;  
 
(d) Encourage existing joint bodies on transboundary waters to work on transboundary 
groundwaters, in particular by ensuring the representation of governmental authorities 
responsible for groundwater in the national delegations participating in the activities of the joint 
bodies; 
 
(e) Involve international organizations in facilitating the initial dialogue between States on 
transboundary groundwaters, as necessary. 
 
In the context of cooperation on transboundary groundwaters, supported by international 
organizations active in the region of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia, 
participants recommended the following measures: 
 
(a) Facilitate the development and adoption by countries of the region of common frameworks 
for use and protection of transboundary groundwaters, including the 1992 Convention on the 
Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes; 
 
(b) Promote awareness in the region on the Draft Articles on the Law of Transboundary 
Aquifers (2008) of the International Law Commission commended to the United Nations 
Member States by the General Assembly in resolutions 63/124 and 66/104; 
 
(с) Finalize the Model Provisions on Transboundary Groundwaters for adoption at the sixth 
session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on the Protection and Use of 
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes in 2012 and for their further application 
by the countries, as well as develop mechanisms for bilateral and multilateral cooperation in this 
area; 
 
(d) Continue capacity building, analysis and dissemination of good practices and strengthen 
inter-State cooperation on transboundary groundwaters in the region.   


