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• Founded in 1994 at request of UN 
Member States

• Mechanism to respond to 
environmental dimension of 
emergencies

• Combines OCHA’s humanitarian 
coordination mandate with the 
environmental expertise of UN 
Environment

Where JEU started
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JEU vision and mission
Our vision is for countries and partners to be better 

prepared, more resilient and able to effectively respond to 
the environmental dimensions of disasters and conflicts.

Our mission is to mobilise and coordinate a 
comprehensive response to the environmental dimension 

of disasters and conflicts to protect lives, livelihoods, 
ecosystems, and future generations
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JEU priorities
Response Preparedness Environment and 

humanitarian action
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Why technological hazards matter
URBANIZATION

CLIMATE CHANGE
INDUSTRIALIZATION

ENVIRONMENTALDEGRADATION
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Natural-hazard triggered technological accidents
Philippines

Solomon Islands

Serbia
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Flash Environmental Assessment Tool
• Based on lessons stemming from the 2004 

Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami
• Quick and simplified tool
• Focus on “big and obvious” – life-

threatening and needs in the field
• Targets non-experts who can then call for 

additional support
• Standardized, scientific assessment 

methodology, prioritizing impacts
• Used as a standard tool in UNDAC 

emergency missions and included into 
trainings and exercises
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FEAT: Typical substances
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FEAT: Typical operations
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FEAT outputs
• Expected impacts, priority locations, maps response actions
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FEAT for response

Typhoon Haiyan, the 
Philippines, 2013
UNDAC Environmental Expert
- Impacted infrastructure
- Major issues
- Initial assessment of impacts 

of oil spill

Ecuador earthquake, 2016
UNDAC Environmental Expert

- Impacted infrastructure
- Waste management
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FEAT for preparedness

• FEAT included in European 
Commission exercises (LatMODEX
and RoMODEX, 2016 – 2017)

Latvia 2016

• FEAT work continues in Armenia 
and  Georgia, after first FEAT 

training workshop in 2015

Armenia 2015

• FEAT used for assessing hazards
in Iraq and Ukraine



UN Environment /OCHA Joint Unit (JEU)

FEAT e-learning course

- Three-hour course
- Equips environmental experts and international first responders with the

knowledge to rapidly identify, prioritize, and mitigate the impacts of
industrial chemical releases to human health and the environment

- Available in English
- FEAT 2.0 Pocket Guide available in English and Russian; Spanish and

French under development

learning.eecentre.org
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Contact the JEU to find out more about the services you can request to be better prepared for and rapidly respond to environmental emergencies.
Emilia Wahlstrom: wahlstrom@un.org


