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Presentation 

• Who? 
• Why? 
• How? 
• What? 
• Result. 
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JEG participants 
JEG members from the following countries of has contributed to the 
content in the checklist: 
 

•Hungary 
•Germany 
•Sweden 
•Republic of Moldova 
•Romania 
•Czech Republic 
•Kazakhstan 
 

Experts from the Water and Industrial Accidents Conventions supported 
the elaboration of the checklist for contingency planning 
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Examples of occurred accidents 

• Sandoz, Basel, Switzerland (1986) 
• Baia Mare, Romania(2000) 
• Ajka, Hungary (2010) 
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Our task 

• In 2010 JEG was given the task to develop a 
checklist or methodology for contingency 
planning in a transboundary context that 
should: 
o Take into account transboundary issues in contingency 

planning to allow for the harmonization of approaches in the 
prevention of accidents affecting transboundary 
watercourses 
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Aim of checklist 

• The checklist should be a help to competent 
authorities to evaluate checklist for 
transboundary waters. 

• Shall be used preventive. Not as a checklist when 
an accident occurred! 
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How? 

• Internal JEG meetings 
• Use of a Consultant 
• Tested in a Table Top Exercise within the Danube 

Delta project in the Republic of Moldova 23 -26 
March 2015 
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Pillars of contingency planning 
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Aim with a Contingency plan 

Transboundary contingency planning, based on 
effective emergency preparedness and response 
planning, as well as on the provision of mutual 
assistance, is of the utmost importance to reduce 
the severity of such accidents and to mitigate their 
effects to the extent possible. 
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Content of the checklist 

The checklist consists of two parts: 
• Introduction to the need for contingency 

planning (I –III) 
• A checklist for creating a 

Contingency plan (IV) 
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Part 1 – Headings 
I. Introduction 

A. The need for harmonized trans- 
boundary contingency planning 

B. Methodological contingency planning 
through the use of the checklist 

C. Defining contingency planning and the scope of 
this document 

D. Definitions 
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Part 1 – Headings (cont.) 

II. Transboundary contingency planning 
A. Emergency Preparedness 
B. Response planning 
C. International Mutual Assistance 
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Part 1 – Headings (cont.) 

III. Guiding principles for member countries to 
allow for effective contingency planning for 
transboundary waters 
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Part 2 – Subheadings checklist 

 
IV. Checklist for competent authorities to allow for effective contingency 

planning for transboundary waters 
A. Introduction to the checklist and its objectives 
B. Application of the checklist 
C. Assessment of the checklist 
 

References 
 
Annex. Checklist for contingency planning for transboundary waters (for competent 

authorities) 
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Issues to be checked in the checklist 

• Description of watershed 
• Potential sources of accidental pollution 
• Water management organization/competent authorities 
• Emergency preparedness 
• Related to offsite emergency plans 
• Warning and alert system 
• Mutual assistance 
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The checklist - an example 
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Result! 

• Published in autumn 2016 
• Available in English, French and Russian 
• Printed copies can be ordered from UNECE 
• pdf-file to be downloaded from UNECE website. 

http://www.unece.org/env/teia 

17 

http://www.unece.org/env/teia


Thank You for listening! 
 
 

claes-hakan.carlsson@msb.se 
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