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Sessions of the Working Group 2015-2016 

The Working Group agreed at its Sixteenth Session to assess progress on 

establishing Shared Environmental Information System (SEIS) and to develop 

a reporting mechanism under eight thematic areas and a list of 67 data set.  

 

 

The Seventeenth Session continued this work and presented a reporting 

mechanism for the review of progress in establishing the SEIS and a draft 

evaluation report for the EFE Ministerial Conference in Batumi.  
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Eighth Environment for Europe 

Ministerial Conference 

 

• The Eighth EFE Ministerial Conference opened on Wednesday, 8 June 

2016, in Batumi, Georgia. 

 

• The conference held a session on “Keeping the pan-European environment 

under review” (agenda item 2(B)) on the first day.  

 

• Included a discussion of progress in establishing the Shared Environmental 

Information System (SEIS) in support of regular reporting in the pan-

European region. 



Eighth Environment for Europe 

Ministerial Conference 

 

• Key findings and policy messages of the European regional assessment of 

the Sixth Global Environment Outlook (GEO-6). 

 

• Adoption of the Batumi Ministerial Declaration on the final day of the 

conference. 

 
 

“10. While welcoming progress in developing the Shared Environmental Information System (SEIS) to 

support a regular process of environmental assessment, we invite countries to continue their efforts 

and to further develop their national information systems to have SEIS in place in the countries of 

Europe and Central Asia by 2021. In this regard, we note the value of UNEP Live and the Group on 

Earth Observations as global knowledge-sharing platforms. We welcome the launch of the European 

regional assessment of the Global Environment Outlook, as the regular pan-European environmental 

assessment. The GEO-6 Assessment for the pan-European region is built on existing national, sub-

regional and thematic assessments, including The European environment - state and outlook 2015 

report produced by the European Environment Agency in 2015.” 
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Implementation of the recommendations  

for the production and online sharing of  

selected environmental indicators 

The review process… 
 

• Desk study conducted in the period between August 2015 

and January 2016 

• Secretariat collected all relevant information related to 

each environmental data set available online 

• Data sets were rated according to the five criteria for 

review 

 Online accessibility 

 Update regularity 

 Production methodology 

 Data interpretation and use 

 Data source 



Results 

 

• The 67 data sets and related information has been 

assessed for 53 pan-European countries. 

• 22  countries have provided the secretariat with their 

comments and validated their SEIS status as of 

January 2016. 

• Out of the 67 SEIS-related data sets, 51 per cent were 

available across all national websites. 
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Implementation of the recommendations for the 

production and online sharing of the selected 

environmental indicators 

Air pollution 

Waste 

Climate Change 



Implementation of the recommendations for the 

production and online sharing of the selected 

environmental indicators 

Water 

Waste 







Improving the availability and accessibility of SEIS data 

sets and related information 

 

• Significant progress has been made by the reviewed 

countries in establishing SEIS. 

 

• Case study examples  

 Belarus 

 Italy 
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Conclusions 

 
• The drive towards establishing the SEIS and to facilitate data 

harmonisation has had a positive impact. 

 32 countries in the pan-European region have improved their 

SEIS performance score. 

 Only a limited number of countries for which only a few or no 

data sets could be found online. 

• Results have highlighted performance gaps and areas in need of 

improvements. 

 Updating data sets with more recent content. 

• Move beyond evaluating SEIS implementation across thematic areas 

and data sets to include an assessment of the content (e.g. data 

quality) as part of the reporting mechanism. 
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Next steps for the annual SEIS progress reporting: 

Reviewing the review criteria, SEIS targets and 

performance indicators.  

 

• Pilot a quality definition and associated quality components, 

taking into account specificities of the data producer. 

 

• Integrate quality considerations as an inherent part of the  

self assessment. 

 

• Updating review criteria in parallel with developing the reporting 

application.  

 

• Develop a simplified quality report as part of the self assessment. 



Improving visibility and networking 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/wgema/ 



Questions? 


