FIRST SOUTH-EAST EUROPE SUB-REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNECE STRATEGY

FOR EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

28 November 2005, Athens, TITANIA Hotel
Intervention by the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Mr. Chairman, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my great honor and pleasure to take part in the Conference for the Official Launching of UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development in the Mediterranean region, at which, I hope, we shall demonstrate the readiness of the region to contribute to the realization of the Strategy in all its dimensions.  

Striving towards sustainable economic development, my country is facing the challenge of balancing and prioritizing reform activities, some of which being strongly guided by international frameworks and development partners. To this end, the  Government of the Republic of Macedonia has identified some of the key priorities of our future development.  Achievement of EU membership is a strategic and political goal of the country, which is widely supported by all members of the society. The positive Opinion of the Commission to the Application of the Republic of Macedonia for EU membership, with the recommendation for granting a status of candidate country arrived in November this year. At the meeting of the EU Council to be held on 15th December 2005, we rightfully expect to be granted a status of candidate country and invited to negotiations for membership.  


In line with the above, and to the end of achievement of the goals set, I would like to inform you that by the end of this year our Government will begin the preparation of the National Strategy for Sustainable Development (NSSD) and Action Plan. The planning process is aimed at developing a national strategy, which is aligned with the commonly accepted definition of sustainable development, with its three interlinked dimensions – economic, social and environmental. It will satisfy the needs of present generations, without jeopardizing the possibility of the future generations to satisfy their own needs. The NSSD process will be managed by the Macedonian representatives who will cover a wide spectrum of views. They will determine the success of the strategy through their readiness to realize its defined activities.  
Mr. Chairman,  

In this regard, my country expresses its determination to establish and accomplish more concrete results regarding the Implementation of UNECE's Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development, which will be precisely defined in the National Sustainable Development Strategy of the country.

Concerning the elaboration of priorities at a regional level, the Strategy of UNECE for Education for Sustainable Development expresses clear political will for realization of important actions. For each country, and for our country too, it implies establishment of a clear mechanism at a national level for good process management and future integration of the care for sustainable development. It will be incorporated in the educational policies and programmes at all state levels to the end of strategy implementation.  An integral part of this process will be to define the National Implementation Plan and to establish a body responsible for the implementation of the activities. 


Finally, allow me to emphasize that the efforts of every country aimed at consistent implementation of the strategy of education for sustainable development will contribute to the regional establishment and implementation of   this concept.  


At the end, I would like to thank all organizers and especially  the Greek Government for giving us the opportunity to be today in lovely Athens. 

Thank you.  
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