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INTERVENTION FROM Spain

Spain thanks UNECE’s efforts on coordinating all European Countries and impelling the European Strategy of Education for Sustainable Development. Spain is also grateful to Lithuanian Government hospitality on holding this meeting.

Spain launched a National Strategy of Environmental Education through a wide public participation process, impelled by an agreement among National and Autonomous Communities governments. This process was realized attending the recommendations in Chapter 36 of Agenda 21. The Strategy was published in 1999 and named White Paper of Environmental Education in Spain.

Nowadays 12 of the 17 Autonomous Communities are developing territorial conceptualised strategies derived from the White Paper, at different levels of implementation.

In Spain we deeply appreciate the challenges and opportunities that emerge on developing an European Strategy. A strategy is a whole process that mobilize and conciliate numerous and diverse social agents and efforts. This process doesn’t end publishing a document, so we consider that we are right in the middle of it. The White Paper of Environmental Education in Spain and the Autonomous Strategies correspond with the effort that UNECE is asking on developing a Strategy of Education for Sustainable Development. For us the European initiative is a chance for evaluating and improving our ongoing process

If the step from Environmental Education to Education for Sustainable Development is in fact focused in the introduction of social concerns, we cannot forget the context within EE was born and grown in Spain. This context was the transition to democracy, when EE walked arm in arm with the social movements that emerged at this historical moment for our country. So, social concerns are part of the foundation basis of EE in Spain. This is because, launching any initiative of ESD in Spain can join the ongoing EE processes with no contradictions. In fact, our White Paper was developed in the framework of Sustainable Development.

Spain is willing to collaborate in the UNECEs efforts, and particularly interested on collaborating with the future task force on evaluation and indicators.

