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Excellencies,

Ladies & Gentlemen


It is a great pleasure and honour for me to address you on the occasion of the regional launch of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Regional Strategy for the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development on behalf of UNESCO.


This Decade, running from 2005 to 2014, is a framework for partnership and collaboration, bringing together a great diversity of interests and concerns. It is an instrument of mobilization and advocacy. And it is a vehicle of accountability through which governments, international organizations, civil society, the private sector and local communities around the world can demonstrate their practical commitment to learning to live sustainably.


The preparation of the UNECE Regional Strategy to facilitate the introduction and promotion of education for sustainable development in the UNECE Region, in the framework of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014), offered an opportunity for our two Organizations to work together and I am pleased of the result which shows a concrete example of UN family cooperation.


The Europe and North America Regional Strategy, prepared under the UNECE’s leadership, will facilitate the introduction and promotion of education for sustainable development in the 55 countries of UNECE Region, which have rich cultural diversity, and a wide range of socio-economic and political conditions. 


The UNECE Regional Strategy was built on its members’ partnerships, including United Nations Agencies, International Organizations, Governments, NGOs and universities to promote a comprehensive approach, seeking to strengthen cooperation on ESD at all levels within the region. It is an important contribution to the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, in line with the DESD Draft International Implementation Scheme.


The UNECE Regional Strategy served as a model and inspiration for the development of the Asia Pacific regional strategy for education for sustainable development, which will be presented at the 5th Asia-Pacific Ministers Conference on Environment and Development in Nagoya, Japan on June 28.


This is a clear example that the Decade provides us with the opportunity to work together – interdependently, across countries, across regions - so that together we can build a better world. 


The overall goal of the Decade is to integrate the values inherent to sustainable development into all aspects of learning to encourage changes in behavior that allow for a more sustainable and just society for all.


It is a far-reaching and complex undertaking. Its conceptual basis, socio-economic implications, and environmental and cultural connections make it an enterprise, which potentially touches on every aspect of life. 


Its basic vision is a world where everyone has the opportunity to benefit from education and learn the values, behaviour and lifestyles required for a sustainable future and for positive societal transformation. 


Regional launches, such as this one, are important events in this international endeavour for mobilizing policy makers, educators, experts, civil society, youth, children, community leaders and the general public in favour of the five objectives of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, which are to:

1. give an enhanced profile to the central role of education and learning in the common pursuit of sustainable development; 

2. facilitate links and networking, exchange and interaction among stakeholders in education for sustainable development; 

3. provide a space and opportunity for refining and promoting the vision of, and transition to sustainable development – through all forms of learning and public awareness; 

4. foster increased quality of teaching and learning in education for sustainable development; 

5. develop strategies at every level to strengthen capacity in education for sustainable development. 


Education for Sustainable Development is fundamentally about values, with respect at the centre: respect for others, including those of present and future generations, for difference and diversity, for the environment, for the resources of the planet we inhabit. Education enables us to understand ourselves and others and our links with the wider natural and social environment, and this understanding serves as a durable basis for building respect. Along with a sense of justice, responsibility, exploration and dialogue, ESD aims to move us to adopting behaviours and practices that enable all to live a full life without being deprived of basics.


Education for Sustainable Development is shaped by a range of perspectives from all fields of human development and including the acute challenges the world faces. ESD cannot afford to ignore their implications for a more just and more sustainable process of change.  In this context, we need to integrate in learning situations the important perspectives provided by: human rights, peace and human security, gender equality, cultural diversity and intercultural understanding, health, HIV/AIDS, governance, natural resources, climate change, rural development, sustainable urbanisation, disaster prevention and mitigation, poverty reduction, corporate responsibility and accountability, and the market economy.


Education for Sustainable Development concerns us all. It is important to raise awareness among various stakeholders, private citizens and institutions that they also are actors in the implementation of the Decade.  I thus wish your meeting much success. 


I look forward to strengthened cooperation between UNECE and UNESCO in implementing the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.  


Thank you.
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