
 

GE.17-01940(E) 



Economic Commission for Europe 

Committee on Environmental Policy 

United Nations Economic Commission for  
Europe Steering Committee on Education  
for Sustainable Development 

Twelfth meeting 
Geneva, 20 and 21 April 2017 
Item 4 (a) of the provisional agenda 
Implementation of the UNECE Strategy for Education  
for Sustainable Development: progress in  
implementing the Strategy 

  Proposed topics for reporting on progress in the 
implementation of the UNECE Strategy for  
Education for Sustainable Development 

  Note by the secretariat 

Summary 

 By its terms of reference, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
(ECE) Steering Committee for Education for Sustainable Development is charged with 
monitoring progress in the implementation of the UNECE Strategy for Education for 
Sustainable Development (CEP/AC.13/2005/4/Rev.1, annex I, para. 4 (b)). The mandate of 
the Steering Committee as the principal decision-making body for the activities on the 
Strategy in the ECE region, responsible for giving guidance and strategic directions to the 
implementation of the Strategy and monitoring progress in its implementation, was 
extended until 2030 by ministers and heads of delegation at the High-level Meeting of 
Education and Environment Ministries held on 8 June 2016 in Batumi, Georgia, in the 
framework of the Eighth Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference 
(ECE/BATUMI.CONF/2016/2/Add.2, para 10).  

 In line with its renewed mandate, and according to the established practice, in 
addition to the mandatory national progress reporting carried out at the end of each 
implementation phase, countries are asked to submit informal reports to the Steering 
Committee on the progress achieved and the challenges encountered in implementing the 
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Strategy. The secretariat will subsequently review all the reports submitted and prepare a 
presentation, which will identify the major themes and interesting developments with 
regard to the implementation of education for sustainable development in the ECE region.  

 To facilitate this process, the secretariat, together with the Chair of the Committee 
and in coordination with the Bureau, has prepared the present document — a brief 
questionnaire on progress made and challenges encountered in the implementation of the 
Strategy since the last reporting exercise undertaken in 2014. Countries are kindly 
requested to fill in the questionnaire and submit it to the secretariat before 20 March 2017. 
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1. National reporting on the progress achieved in the implementation of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) Strategy for Education for Sustainable 
Development offers a valuable opportunity for countries to learn from each other and to 
share newly produced resources and materials within and beyond the ECE region.  

2. In preparation for the twelfth meeting of the ECE Steering Committee on Education 
for Sustainable Development, countries are requested to fill in the questionnaire below, 
reporting on progress made and challenges encountered in implementing the selected three 
priority action areas since the tenth Steering Committee meeting (Geneva, 8-9 June 2015). 

3. Countries are kindly requested to submit this information in writing to the secretariat 
via e-mail (esd@unece.org) by 20 March 2017.  

4. The secretariat will review all the information submitted and deliver a synthesis 
presentation at the Steering Committee’s twelfth meeting. The presentation will be 
followed by an interactive discussion.  

5. Recognizing the importance of celebrating champions of education for sustainable 
development, Steering Committee members are in particular invited to indicate if there are 
any outstanding initiatives on the implementation of the priority action areas in their 
countries that they wish to share and/or present. 

  Questionnaire for 2017 informal country1 reporting on the 
implementation of the three “vertical” priority action areas2  

  Advances made and challenges encountered since the tenth Steering Committee 
meeting in June 2015 

 I. Priority action area (a) 

Encouraging whole-institution approaches by establishing education for sustainable development 
school plans, or embedding education for sustainable development in existing school plans, for 
every school by 2019 

1. Has the number of schools adopting a “whole-institution approach” to 
sustainable development or education for sustainable development (ESD) increased? 

Yes X  No   Please specify 

 Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on this 
topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your country 
on this topic 

In Finland reliable information on ESD school plans is 
available regarding those schools and education 
institutions that have applied for certificates like Green 
Flag or Sustainable Development Certificate for Schools.  

The number of certificates has slightly increased over the years. 
Currently in Green Flag programme (for early childhood 
education and basic education) 296 involves participants 

  

 1 Countries with a federal structure are free to provide several inputs or questionnaires from different 
states or entities, if appropriate.  

 2 See framework for the future implementation of the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable 
Development (ECE/BATUMI.CONF/2016/11), subparas. 20 (a)-(c). Available from 
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/environment-for-europe/efe-conferences/batumi-
conference/documents-and-materials.html. 
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Encouraging whole-institution approaches by establishing education for sustainable development 
school plans, or embedding education for sustainable development in existing school plans, for 
every school by 2019 

and Sustainable Development Certificate for Schools appr. 
100 certificates (targeted for all schools, including 
vocational education institutes as well as informal training 
institutes) 

The Core Curriculum for Basic Education (implemented from 
1st of August 2016) integrates sustainability to the value 
base of the schools and education.  

 

2. Have any (additional) incentives and assistance measures (guidelines, award 
scheme, funding, training, technical support) been made available that support ESD 
school plans? 

Yes X  No   Please specify 
There is government support available for actors promoting 
ESD by Ministry of Education and Culture and Ministry of the 
Environment. For example MoEC supports OKKA foundation 
that manages and developes the Sustainable Development 
Certificate for Schools as well as youth organisations that have 
ESD as a focus. Ministry of the Environment provides also for 
project based funding for ESD related activities.  

 Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on this 
topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your country 
on this topic 

3. Are staff and students in schools with ESD plans more environmentally and 
ecologically aware than staff and students in schools without ESD plans? 

Yes   No  Please specify 

Yes and No categorisation of answers is not enough in this 
context as there is no reliable information available. 

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

4. Are there any recently produced materials or resources that are accessible to 
a wider audience (e.g., online)? 

Yes X  No   Please specify and, if applicable, indicate the language 
and website address 

 

The National Agency for Education manages the edu.fi –
portal that includes digital teaching materials for basic 
and secondary education. The portal is openly available 
and includes also materials relevant for ESD.  

The Finnish Association for Nature Schools hosts an 
internet search service MAPPA, in which materials and 
how-to-do tips for ESD can be found in one place. 
MAPPA database contains almost 1000 materials, which 
have been produced by various organizations from the 
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Encouraging whole-institution approaches by establishing education for sustainable development 
school plans, or embedding education for sustainable development in existing school plans, for 
every school by 2019 

field of ESD. 

https://mappa.fi/img/MAPPA_poster_english.pdf 

Another example of extensive support materials, includes 
cclimate change focused limate guide (https://ilmasto-
opas.fi/en/) 

5. Have you implemented or are you planning to implement any assessments 
or evaluations that will measure the impact of the actions taken to date in this area? 

Yes X  No  Please specify 

Sustainable lifestyle is one of the broad-based 
competences of the current Core Curricula for Basic 
Education. The National Agency for Education will in 
2017 conduct an evaluation of broad based competences. 
Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

6. Additional comments on implementing the UNECE Strategy for ESD in 
your country (please specify, if any): 

 II. Priority action area (b)  

Promoting the extension of education for sustainable development in teacher education and in the training  
of all educators 

1. Has there been any significant advancement made with regard introducing 
or extending ESD as a part of educators’ initial training? 

Yes X  No  Please specify 

The teachers in Finland are highly educated. Teachers in 
basic and general upper secondary education are required 
to hold a Master’s degree. Also teachers in vocational 
education and training have to hold a higher education 
degree. The high level of training is seen as necessary as 
teachers in Finland are very autonomous professionally. 
Teaching and guidance staff within day-care centres 
generally have Bachelor’s degrees. Pre-primary teachers 
in schools hold a Master’s degree.   

This means that the teachers are educated in Higher 
Education Institutions. The HEI’s in Finland have wide 
autonomy including the right to decide on their curricula. 
According to the 4-year agreements btw Ministry of 
Education and Culture and the HEI’s the HEI’s need to 
take sustainable development into account in all their 
activities. Some of the HEI’s have committed to increase 
sustainability in their curricula, also specifically in 
teacher education.Another relevant example includes 
climate.now study module that is freely accessible to  
anyone and the HEI students can include the module in 
their degrees in various HEI’s in Finland. The module is 
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Promoting the extension of education for sustainable development in teacher education and in the training  
of all educators 

produced in cooperation of various HEI’s in Finland.  

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

2. Have there been any significant advances made with regard to introducing 
or extending ESD as a part of educators’ in-service training? 

Yes X  No  Please specify 

At most levels of education the teachers are required to 
participate in in-service training every year as part of their 
agreement on salaries. Finnish teachers consider in-service 
training as a privilege and therefore participate actively. The 
State also provides in-service training programmes, primarily in 
areas important for implementing education policy and reforms. 
 
The education providers can also apply for funding to improve 
the professional competence of their teaching personnel. 
 
Teachers are recognised as keys to quality in education. 
Therefore continuous attention is paid to both their pre-service 
and continuing education.  
 
The National Agency of Education finances, follows up and 
develops in-service training targeted for principals, teachers, 
study advisors and personnel responsible for support services in 
schools and institutions (except for personnel of higher education 
institutions). One of the focus areas for the training has for 
several years been sustainable development. This applies also to 
the in-service training of vocational educators. Also other actors 
provide for in-service training.  
 

In 2014-2016 the National Agency for Education financed ESD 
related in-service training for basic education and vocational 
education teachers with total of around 700 000 € and for over 
2000 participants.  The figures only relate to the in service 
training financed by the Agency. There is also other in-service 
training available . 

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

3. Are beginning teachers who have been in teacher education that has 
introduced ESD more likely to teach from a sustainability perspective?  

Yes   No X  Please specify 

Again Yes and No categorisation of answers is not enough 
in this context as there is no adequate and  reliable 
information available . The teachers in Finland have 
professionally wide autonomy so positive correlation 
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Promoting the extension of education for sustainable development in teacher education and in the training  
of all educators 

would be expected.  

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

4. Are there any recently produced materials or resources that are accessible to 
a wider audience (e.g., online)? 

Yes X  No  Please specify and, if applicable, indicate the language 
and website address  

See answers above.  

5. Have you implemented or are you planning to implement any assessments 
or evaluations that will measure the impact of the actions taken to date in this area? 

Yes   No X Please specify 

No decisions taken 

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

6. Additional comments on implementing UNECE Strategy for ESD in your 
country (please specify, if any): 

 III. Priority action area (c)  

Strengthening technical and vocational education and training in support of sustainable development and 
the transition to a green economy 

1. Has there been advancement towards a structural reorientation of technical 
and vocational education and training (TVET) towards ESD? 

Yes X   No  Please specify 

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

Sustainable development is one of the key competences for 
lifelong learning, which is included all these criteria of 
professional qualification. Sustainable development is integrated 
in line with the professional competence requirements or 
evaluation criteria. Sustainable development is taking into 
account the holistic ecological, economic and socio-cultural 
sustainability perspectives. Sustainable development is included 
in the quality management criteria oh the national vocational 
schools. 

 

2. Have any incentives and assistance measures been made available that 
support the reorientation of TVET towards sustainable development? 

Yes X   No  Please specify 
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Strengthening technical and vocational education and training in support of sustainable development and 
the transition to a green economy 

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

The subject of sustainable development is included  all the 
educational materials in the vocational education and training ( 
is means the study materials of  little circulation). 
 
 
The Board of Education has has funded the projects, which will 
promote the mode of operation 
in the sustainable development, for example the projects of the 
Suomen ympäristöopisto, SYKLI ( Ammattilaisen kädenjälki ja 
Ympäristöosaava ammattilainen ) 

 

3. Are students who have been in TVET oriented to sustainable development 
finding jobs related to sustainable development? 

Yes   No X  Please specify 

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

 No follow-up 

4. Are there any recently produced materials or resources that are accessible to 
a wider audience (e.g., online)? 

Yes   No  Please specify and, if applicable, indicate the language 
and website address 

 

5. Have you implemented or are you planning to implement any assessments 
or evaluations that will measure the impact of the actions taken to date in this area? 

Yes   No  Please specify 

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

Has not been decided 

6. Additional comments on implementing UNECE Strategy for ESD in your 
country (please specify, if any): 

    


